Firefighting Teacher Guide

Fire Equipment

Time: 5 Minutes


PowerPoint: Fire Equipment PowerPoint

Level: Fire Fighter I 

Lecture/Discussion

Fire equipment

1.
Colonial fire fighters had buckets, ladders, and fire hooks.

a.
Homeowners were required to keep buckets filled with water.

b.
Fire hooks were used to pull down burning buildings to prevent extension to nearby structures.

2.
Hand-powered pumpers were developed in London, England in 1720.

a.
Powered by several strong men

3.
Steam-powered pumpers replaced hand-powered pumpers in 1829.

a.
Volunteer fire fighters felt threatened by their use.

b.
Heavy machines pulled by a team of horses

c.
Required constant attention

4.
Current equipment does not require the constant attention that horses or steam engines did.

a.
Modern apparatus carry water, a pumping mechanism, hoses, equipment, and personnel.

5.
The first fire hydrants were developed in New York City in 1817.

a.
Fire plugs were used to control access to water in the system.

b.
Fire fighters could tap into the water supply when there was a fire.

6.
Public call boxes were introduced in Washington, D.C., in 1860.

a.
Telegraph signal activated bells to direct the fire department to the call box, where the caller would wait to show the exact location of the fire.

