Firefighting Teacher Guide

Fire Service in the United States


Time: 10 Minutes


PowerPoint:  Fire Service in the United States

Level: Fire Fighter I


Lecture/Discussion

A.
Introduction to the fire service

1.
There are approximately 1.1 million fire fighters in the United States.

a.
27% are full-time career fire fighters.

b.
73% are volunteer fire fighters.

2.
Community size:

a.
Three out of four fire fighters work in communities of 25,000 or larger.

b.
Half of volunteer fire fighters work in small, rural communities of population 2500 or smaller.

3.
There are approximately 30,000 fire departments in the United States.

4.
Structure:

a.
All career

b.
Combination

i.
Mostly career: include both paid and volunteer. More than half are paid.

ii.
Mostly volunteer: More than half are volunteer.

c.
Volunteer

B.
There were approximately 396,000 residential fires in the United States in 2005.

1.
An average of 45 residential fires every hour

C.
There were 3030 residential fire fatalities in 2005.

1.
An average of one fatality every 173 minutes

2.
Every 20 seconds, a fire department responds to a fire somewhere in the United States.

