Firefighting Teacher Guide

History of Fire Department Communications

Time: 5 Minutes


PowerPoint: History of Fire Department Communications

Level: Fire Fighter I


Lecture/Discussion

Communications

1.
Colonial period:

a.
Fire wardens or night watchmen sounded a church bell or other alarm if fire was discovered.

b.
Some towns had fire towers where wardens would watch for fires.

2.
Late 1800s:

a.
Telegraph alarm systems were installed in large cities.

i.
Enabled more rapid reporting of fires

ii.
Gradually replaced by community sirens

3.
Present day:

a.
Hardwired and cellular telephones enable rapid reporting of many events.

b.
Computer-aided dispatch facilities have improved response times because the closest available units can respond to the scene.

4.
Fire-ground communications:

a.
Early days:

i.
Chief officers used trumpets (bugles) to amplify their voices to give commands.

a)
Trumpet insignia is used today as a symbol of authority.

b.
Present day:

i.
Two-way radios enable fire units and fire fighters to remain in contact with each other at all times.

Paying for fire service

1.
In the early days, insurance companies would pay fire departments for their services.

a.
If more than one company showed up at the scene, a dispute might arise over which company would receive payment.

2.
Career fire departments today are invariably funded through local tax dollars.

3.
Volunteer fire departments today are funded by a variety of methods:

a.
Money raised through fund-raising activities

b.
Tax dollars

