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The History of the Fire Service
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Lecture/Discussion

Introduction to the history of the fire service
1.
Concerns with fire protection can be traced as far back as the Roman times.

a.
In 24 B.C. Augustus Caesar created the first fire department, the Familia Publica, composed of slaves stationed around the city to watch for fires.

b.
In 60 a.d., the Corps of Vigiles was responsible for firefighting, fire prevention, and building inspections.
The American Fire Service
1.
The first documented structure fire in North America occurred in Jamestown, Virginia in 1607.

2. 
City of Boston created the first fire regulations in North American in 1630. It banned wood chimneys and thatched roofs. 

3. 
The first paid fire department in the United States was established in Boston in 1679.

4.
The first volunteer fire department in the United Stated was started by Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia in 1735.

a.
Citizens were required to keep filled fire buckets outside their doors to assist in fighting fires.

5.
The Great Chicago Fire

a.
Started October 8, 1871

b.
Errors in judging the location of the fire and signaling the alarm resulted in delayed response time.

c.
Fire burned throughout the city for three days.

d.
Final damage totals:

i.
2000 acres burned

ii.
17,000 homes destroyed

iii.
$200 million in damage

iv.
300 people dead

v.
90,000 people homeless

6.
The Peshtigo Fire

a.
A flash forest fire that occurred in Peshtigo, Wisconsin at the same time as the Great Chicago Fire

i.
A “tornado of fire” more than 1,000 feet high and five miles wide

b.
Deadliest fire in U.S. history

i.
2400 square miles of forest land burned

ii.
2200 people died

iii.
Several small communities destroyed

c.
The fire storm even jumped the 60-mile-wide Green Bay. 

