Firefighting Teacher Guide

Roles within the Fire Department, Part 1

Time: 15 Minutes 

PowerPoint: Roles within the Fire Department PowerPoint

Level: Fire Fighter I

Lecture/Discussion

General roles

1.
Fire fighter:

a.
Assigned to any task from placing hose lines to extinguishing fires

b.
Generally not responsible for any command functions

2.
Driver/operator:

a.
Responsible for getting the apparatus to the scene safely, setting up, and running the pump or operating the aerial ladder

3.
Company officer:

a.
Usually a lieutenant or captain in charge of an apparatus

b.
In charge of the company both on scene and at the station

4.
Safety officer:

a.
Watches the overall operation for unsafe practices

b.
Has the authority to stop firefighting activities until they can be done safely and correctly

5.
Training officer:

a.
Responsible for updating the training of current fire fighters and for training new fire fighters

6.
Incident commander:

a.
Responsible for the management of all the incident operations

b.
Focuses on overall strategy

7.
Fire marshal/inspector/investigator:

a.
Inspects businesses and enforces public safety laws and fire codes

b.
Responds to fire scenes to assist in cause determination

c.
May have full police powers

8.
Fire and life safety education specialist:

a.
Educates the public about fire safety and injury prevention

9.
9-1-1 Dispatcher/telecommunicator:

a.
Takes calls from the public, sends appropriate units to the scene, assists callers with emergency medical information, and assists the Incident Commander with needed resources

10.
Fire apparatus maintenance personnel:

a.
Repair, service, and keep fire and EMS vehicles ready to respond to emergencies

b.
Usually trained by equipment manufacturers

11.
Fire police:

a.
Fire fighters who control traffic and secure the scene from public access

12.
Information management (“info techs”):

a.
Fire fighters or civilians who take care of a department’s computer and networking systems

13.
Public information officer:

a.
Serves as a liaison between the incident commander and the news media

14.
Fire protection engineer:

a.
Usually has an engineering degree

b.
Reviews plans and works with building owners to ensure that their detection and suppression systems are appropriate

