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PATHWAY:  
Firefighting
COURSE:  

Applications of Firefighting

UNIT 1: 

PS_AFF_1: History and Introduction to Firefighting
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Annotation: 
Students will be introduced to the career of Firefighting by learning about the various roles of personnel in the Fire Department. Students will also learn about the history of firefighting and the responsibilities of firefighters in the community. **Teacher Note: This unit is a review: This material should have previously been covered. 
Grade(s):  

	
	9th

	
	10th

	x
	11th

	x
	12th


Time: 
 
5 Hours
Author: 


Captain Jeff Albert
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided appropriately. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation. Many students (both with and without disabilities) who struggle with reading may benefit from the use of text reading software or other technological aids to provide access to printed materials. Many of these are available at little or no cost on the internet.
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GPS Focus Standards: 

PS-AFF-1: Acquire knowledge in relation to the history and orientation of the fire service.

a. List and discuss the five guidelines for firefighter training. 

b. Define and differentiate between the roles and responsibilities of Firefighter I and Firefighter   II. 

c. Describe the roles of firefighters within a fire department. 

d. Summarize the procedures for working with other organizations. 

e. Describe the four basic principles of organization of the fire department. 

f. Discuss and contrast the fire department governance procedures, hierarchy and how they apply to the firefighter with the organization of the procedures, hierarchy of the fire service and how they apply to the firefighter. 

g. Locate information in departmental documents and standard operating procedures. 

h. List and describe the different fire department companies, describe their functions, and define the chain of command as it applies to a fire department. 

i. Describe and contrast the history and changes in the fire department from colonial times to the present. 

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA9RC4: 

The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across curriculum. 
a. Explores life experiences related to subject area content. 
ELA9W1:   
The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a    context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals closure. The student writes texts of a length appropriate to address the topic and effect, similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question. 

ELA9LSV1: 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions. The student: 
a. Initiates new topics and responds to adult-initiated topics. 
b. Asks relevant questions. 

SCSh9: 
Students will enhance reading in all curriculum areas by: 
a. Read technical texts related to various subject areas. 
National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE: 


National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1001 Firefighter I Training and Skills
1.1 Scope. This standard identifies the minimum job performance requirements (JPRs) for career and volunteer fire fighters whose duties are primarily structural in nature.
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Enduring Understandings: 
Though firefighting methods have evolved over the years, firefighters have always been crucial members of their communities. As pillars of any community, firefighters are highly responsible, physically fit, and provide excellent role models. Understanding the fire department will help students to better understand public service issues within their community. 
Essential Questions: 

· What are some of the physical fitness requirements for firefighters and why are they so important?

· What is the role of the public information officer and how does this impact the fire department? 
· What are some roles in which firefighters may require specialized training?

· How are fire departments organized? 
· What are the roles of companies within the fire department?
· How has the fire department changed since its development?
· Why are fire codes necessary?

· What advantages do firefighters today have over their counterparts from the beginning of the 20th century?

· How do fire and life safety codes differ from those instituted in the 1700s and 1800s?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
· List and discuss the five guidelines for firefighter training. 

· Describe the roles of firefighters within a fire department. 
· Explain the function of the fire department.

· Record a comprehensive timeline of the history of the fire department.

· Name different tools used by firefighters.
· Summarize the procedures for working with other organizations. 

· Identify standard operating procedures. 

· List and describe the different fire department companies, describe their functions, and define the chain of command as it applies to a fire department. 

· Recognize the importance of the fire department to the community.
Skills from this Unit: 

Students will: 

· Follow orders while working as a team.
· Use a self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA).

· Utilize personal protective equipment properly.

· Exhibit proper safety precautions. 

· Demonstrate various physical fitness traits required by firefighters.  

· Categorize various firefighting equipment. 
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Assessment Method Type:
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

_ _ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Lab Book

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	_x_ Review Questions
_X_ Observe students working with partners

_x_ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	_x   Student/teacher conferences

_x_ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions

_x_ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	_x_ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x    Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
History and Orientation of the Fire Service Unit Test

History and Orientation of the Fire Service Unit Test Answer Key
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· LESSON 1: Introduction to Firefighting

1. 
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

PS-AFF-1: Acquire knowledge in relation to the history and orientation of the fire service.

a. List and discuss the five guidelines for firefighter training. 

b. Define and differentiate between the roles and responsibilities of Firefighter I and Firefighter   II. 

c. Describe the roles of firefighters within a fire department. 

d. Summarize the procedures for working with other organizations. 

e. Describe the four basic principles of organization of the fire department. 

f. Discuss and contrast the fire department governance procedures, hierarchy and how they apply to the firefighter with the organization of the procedures, hierarchy of the fire service and how they apply to the firefighter. 

g. Locate information in departmental documents and standard operating procedures. 

h. List and describe the different fire department companies, describe their functions, and define the chain of command as it applies to a fire department. 

i. Describe and contrast the history and changes in the fire department from colonial times to the present. 

2.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom.

· How has the fire department changed since its development?

· What are some of the physical fitness requirements for firefighters and why are they so important?
· What are some of the roles in which firefighters may require specialized training?
· Today’s firefighters have what advantages over their counterparts from the beginning of the 20th century?

3. 
Identify and review unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall. Use Introduction to Firefighting Teacher Vocabulary Guide for definitions.
	Unity of command
	Public information officer
	Fire Protection engineer 

	Incident Command System
	Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
	Suggested operating guidelines

	Chain of Command
	Lieutenant 
	Information management


4.
Interest Approach: Have students respond to the following scenario:

Discuss students’ answers as a class.

As a newly hired fire fighter, you are asked to research practices of earlier fire departments. Your grandfather was a fire fighter in a large city in the 1950s, so you decide to visit him. He describes his early days as a new fire fighter, including life in the fire station and firefighting techniques. Some procedures have changed drastically since he joined the service, but others have not changed at all.

a. What aspects of fighting fires do you think have changed the most in the past 50 years?

b. What things do you think have not changed in the past 50 years?

•
LESSON 2:  Guidelines and Qualifications of Firefighting


1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom.

· What are some of the roles in which firefighters may require specialized training?
2.
Have a class discussion on what the students think it takes to become a firefighter. Use Teacher Guide Introduction for topics to facilitate class discussion.  
3.
Show students the Firefighting Guidelines and Qualifications PowerPoint. Use Teacher Guide Guidelines and Qualifications for in-depth notes. On slides 7-10 make sure to encourage students to take notes on the guidelines specified qualifications for being a firefighter. 
4.
After the PowerPoint, have the students use a blank piece of paper or index cards to write out or illustrate the 5 guidelines of firefighting found on slide 7. This will be a good way for the students to remember the guidelines. 
5.
Using a computer lab or other resources, have students individually research the different qualifications necessary for Georgia firefighters. Be sure they include age requirements, education requirements, medical requirements, physical fitness requirements, and emergency medical requirements. Discuss as a class what the students discover in their research. 
•
LESSON 3:  Roles and Responsibilities of Firefighting


1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in classroom.

· What is the role of the public information officer and how does this impact the fire department? 

· What are some roles in which firefighters may require specialized training?

2. 
Show students the Firefighting Roles and Responsibilities PowerPoint. Make sure to discuss with the students the various roles and responsibilities throughout the presentation. Use Teacher Guide Firefighting Roles and Responsibilities for in-depth notes. 
3.
Break students into groups of 3-4. In each group, have students write each role/responsibility on an index card. Have students draw a card to act out the role they chose, while the other students guess which role or responsibility it is. Make sure each group goes through all of the roles and responsibilities. Answer any questions they may have about certain roles or responsibilities.
•
LESSON 4:  General Roles within the Fire Department

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom.

· What is the role of the public information officer and how does this impact the fire department?
2.
Show students the Roles within the Fire Department PowerPoint slides 1-3. Discuss with students the roles of the people in the fire department while students take notes. Use Teacher Guide Roles within the Fire Department Part 1 for in-depth notes.
3.
Assign each student a general role of the fire department. Have them research their role on the computers or in the library. There should be enough research for the students to give a short, 3 minute presentation.

4.
After students have completed their research, have them present their 3 minute summary of the role. For further guidelines and grading use the General Fire Department Roles Presentation Rubric.
•
LESSON 5:  Specialized Roles within the Fire Department

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom.

· What are some of roles in which firefighters may require specialized training?
2.
Review the Roles within the Fire Department PowerPoint going in depth on the specialized roles found on slide 4.  Use the Teacher Guide Roles within the Fire Department Part 2 for in-depth notes. Make sure to emphasize the differences between the general roles found on slide 2 and 3 and then the specialized roles on slide 4. 
3.
Summary: Ask students which specialized role they find most interesting. Why? Encourage everyone in class to share their preferred specialized role. 
•
LESSON 6:  Other Organizations 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom.

· How are fire departments organized? 
· What are the roles of companies within the fire department?

2.
Show students the Working with Other Organizations PowerPoint. Use Teacher Guide Working with Other Organizations for more in-depth notes.
3.
Summary: Have a class discussion about times when the students have seen the fire department working with these other organizations. Have students divide into groups of 3-4 and discuss why they think it is important for fire departments to work with other organizations in the community. Have them make a list of why they think it is important. Come together as a class and have each group share their thoughts.  
•
LESSON 7:  Fire Department Governance and Organization


1. 
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in classroom.
· What are the roles of companies within the fire department?

· How has the fire department changed since its development?
· Why are fire codes necessary?

2.
Show students the Fire Department Governance and Organization PowerPoint. Use Teacher Guide Governance and Organization for in-depth notes. This can be a lengthy presentation and a lot of information will be covered, make sure students are taking notes.
3.
Have students make a hierarchy of the fire department and the different positions within the fire department. Give students examples of different hierarchies. Let them come up with different ways to show their version of governance. Discuss their results as a class.   
•
LESSON 8:  History of the Fire Service 

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in classroom.
· How has the fire department changed since its development?
2.
Interest approach: Ask students to estimate how long the fire service has been around. What famous historical figures were in power at these times?

3.
Show students the History of the Fire Service PowerPoint. Use Teacher Guide History of the Fire Service for in-depth notes. Encourage students to take notes, emphasize specified dates talked about throughout the presentation. 
4.
Hand out the History of the Fire Service Timeline Worksheet and have students complete a timeline of important dates in the history of the fire service. It may be necessary to allow them access to a computer lab or other resources for additional research. 
 •
LESSON 9:  History of Building Codes and Training

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in classroom.
· How has the fire department changed since its development?
· Why are fire codes necessary?
· What advantages do today’s firefighters have over their counterparts from the beginning of the 20th century?

· How do fire and life safety codes differ from those instituted in the 1700s and 1800s?
2.
Show students the Building Codes and Training PowerPoint. Use Teacher Guide Building Codes and Training for in-depth notes.
3.
Have students complete the Codes and Training Venn Diagram Worksheet. This should allow them the opportunity to see the ways that building codes and training have changed over time but also the ways that they have remained the same. Answer any questions they may have. If necessary allow access to a computer lab or other resources for additional research. 
4.
As a class, review the similarities and differences of fire codes and training from the beginning of the 20th century to now. What are some things that remain constantly significant in firefighting throughout history? Encourage students to share what they wrote on their Venn diagrams. 
•
LESSON 10:  History of Fire Equipment 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in classroom.
· How has the fire department changed since its development?
· What advantages do today’s firefighters have over their counterparts from the beginning of the 20th century?
2. Show students the Fire Equipment PowerPoint. Use Teacher Guide Fire Equipment for more in-depth notes.
3. Assign each student a different type of equipment. Have the students find pictures of their assigned equipment and then have them develop a summary explaining their picture and equipment. The summary should include a description of the physical appearance of the equipment as well as its main functions, dangers, and usefulness to the fire department.
4. Have students present their piece of equipment to the class in a 3-5 minute presentation. They can choose to create a PowerPoint if so desired.  Use the Fire Department Equipment Presentation Rubric for grading. 
•
LESSON 11:  History of Fire Department Communications

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in classroom.
· How has the fire department changed since its development?
· What advantages do today’s firefighters have over their counterparts from the beginning of the 20th century?
2.
Show students the History of Fire Department Communications PowerPoint. Use Teacher Guide History Fire Service Communication for in depth notes.
3.
Summary: Have a class discussion on the development of various forms of communication. How would the fire service be affected if they had not developed like they did? What are some of the biggest problems people would encounter?

•
LESSON 12:  Fire Service in the United States 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in classroom.
· How has the fire department changed since its development?
· What advantages do firefighters today have over their counterparts from the beginning of the 20th century?
2.
Show students the Fire Service in the United States PowerPoint. Use Teacher Guide Fire Service in the United States for in depth notes. Encourage students to take notes throughout the presentation. 
3.
As a class, review the five guidelines that firefighters are to follow, the chain of command within a fire department, and the earliest forms of fire services in history.

4.
Have students complete the History and Orientation of the Fire Service Unit Test. Grade the test using the History and Orientation of the Fire Service Unit Test Answer Key. 
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS:


Introduction to Firefighting Teacher Vocabulary Guide 
Firefighting Review Teacher Guide

Firefighting Guidelines and Qualifications PowerPoint 

Teacher Guide Guidelines and Qualifications

Firefighting Roles and Responsibilities PowerPoint
Teacher Guide Firefighting Roles and Responsibilities
Roles within the Fire Department PowerPoint

Teacher Guide Roles within the Fire Department Part 1
Teacher Guide Roles within the Fire Department Part 2

General Fire Department Roles Presentation Rubric
Working with Other Organizations PowerPoint

Teacher Guide Working with Other Organizations

*Missing
Fire Department Governance and Organization PowerPoint
Teacher Guide Governance and Organization
History of the Fire Service PowerPoint

Teacher Guide History of the Fire Service
History of the Fire Service Timeline Worksheet
Building Codes and Training PowerPoint
Teacher Guide Building Codes and Training
Codes and Training Venn Diagram Worksheet
Fire Equipment PowerPoint
Fire Department Equipment Presentation Rubric

Teacher Guide Fire Equipment
History of Fire Department Communications PowerPoint
Teacher Guide History Fire Service Communication
Fire Service in the United States PowerPoint
*missing
Teacher Guide Fire Service in the United States
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Firefighter Information Brochure
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 

Have students compile the information they learned in this unit into an informational brochure for prospective firefighters. Be sure there is some history included in the brochure along with the qualifications/requirements. 
For further guidelines and grading use the Firefighter Information Brochure Rubric. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
· Firefighter Information Brochure Rubric
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Web Resources:
· http://www.usfa.fema.gov/
· www.firefighternearmiss.com
· http://www.dhs.gov/index.shtm
· www.fema.gov
· http://mfte.jbpub.com/index.cfm
Materials & Equipment: 
•     Computers with internet access
•     Projection Equipment

•     Writing utensils and paper
•     Blank Paper

•     Crayons

•     Colored Pencils

•     Index Cards

•     Various fire equipment

•     NFPA Manual

•     Oxygen equipment

•     CPR materials

•     Ropes with different knots tied in them

•     Hand tools

•     Self-contained breathing apparatus

•     Ladders 
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	X
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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