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Printed Forecasts and Reports Teacher Vocabulary Guide

BCMG- abbreviation in weather reports for “becoming”

Air masses- a body of horizontally extending air with uniform levels of temperature, humidity and pressure

SIGMET- Significant meteorological information; a report for hazardous weather that is considered of extreme importance to aircrafts

 Ceiling- lowest cloud layer; reported as broken or overcast

Turbulence- irregular atmospheric motion characterized by rapid changes in wind speed
Visibility- the average distance from the cockpit at which unlighted objects can be seen and identified during the day and prominent lighted objects can be identified at night. 

CLR- clear sky; no clouds below 12,000 ft. 

Freezing rain- rain that falls when surface temperature are below freezing

Fog- collection of liquid water droplets or ice crystals suspended in the air at or near Earth’s surface

Greenwich Mean Time- GMT; the global time standard that originated in Greenwich, England at the Prime Meridian
Icing- atmospheric conditions that can lead to the formation of ice on the surface of an aircraft or in the engine

PIREP- pilot reports; current weather conditions reported by pilots who have flown through the area with the reported conditions

METAR- printed weather maps used to report current weather conditions in air transportation

TAF- Terminal Aerodrome Forecast; concise statement of the expected meteorological conditions at an airport during a specific time
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