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Weather in Flight Plans Vocabulary-Teacher’s Guide
Observations: evaluation of 1+ meteorological elements describing the state of Earth’s atmosphere at the surface or at upper levels.
Vicinity: the area near or surrounding a particular place.
Upper levels: areas that are 1000mb, 850mb, 700mb, 500mb, 300mb, and 250mb above the surface.
Storm reports: reports showing current and severe weather.
Region: an area that has definable characteristics that aren’t always fixed boundaries.
DUAT: the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Direct User Terminal Access service for pilots; a free service for flight planning.
Ceiling: lowest cloud layer; reported as broken or overcast
National: of, relating, or belonging to a nation.
ADDS: Aviation Digital Data Service; provides comprehensive aviation weather graphics.
IFR: instrument flight rules; Rules and regulations established by the FAA to govern flight under conditions in which flight by outside visual reference is not safe. IFR flight depends upon flying by reference to instruments in the flight deck. Much lower weather minimums than VFR.
Turbulence: irregular atmospheric motion characterized by rapid changes in wind speed.
MVFR: marginal visual flight rules; refers to general weather conditions pilots can expect at the surface.
VFR: visual flight rules; a set of aviation regulations for pilots.
TAF: Terminal Aerodrome Forecast; weather forecast particularly relating to aviation.
LIFR: low instrument flight rules.
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