COLORS AND TEXTURES IN NATURE

Georgia CTAE Resource Network – Instructional Resources

Purpose: Students will become more observant of the variety of colors found in nature, and will use these observations to complete a project in their career area using colors found in nature.

Activity Description
In this activity, students will find an assortment of colors in nature and improve their sense of observation and awareness. Collect free color plates from a home-improvement store or paint store, and have students gather leaves and try to match as many of the paint swatches as possible. Fall is a great time for the activity because of the diversity of colors unavailable during other times of the year.
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Introduction

Color is one of the most powerful tools in business, marketing, and design. Because of the subconscious or cultural associations that people make with colors found in nature, color can have a profound emotional impact on the viewer. Cool colors, like blues, greens, and purples, can have a calming effect; warm colors, like reds, yellows, and oranges, can be exciting or energizing. Interior design, horticulture, landscaping, floral design, graphic communications, marketing, fashion marketing, culinary arts, and businesses of all kinds can benefit from having an understanding of color.


How many colors are there? You might remember “ROYGBV” and answer “Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, violet…So there are six colors.” But in reality, there are millions of colors. Some computer monitors today can display up to 16.7 million distinct colors. A color we have a name for, like “green” for example, is actually a range that encompasses over a million colors. A certain green might have a little more yellow in it, or a little more blue, or might be darker, lighter, brighter, or duller.

 Texture is the general feel or appearance of a surface. The texture of soap for example, may be described as smooth or fine textured while the trunk and bark of a pine tree is rough or coarse. A number of adjectives (descriptive words) are used to describe the texture of materials. However, the most common descriptors are usually ‘Coarse’ ‘Medium’ and ‘Fine’. Occasionally ‘Very Coarse’ and Very Fine’ are used. Texture is relative to the materials being compared. For example, coarse sandpaper may appear to have a medium or fine texture when compared to the surface of a concrete sidewalk. Fine textured sidewalk will appear course when compared to silk fabric. Below is an image showing course, fine, then medium texture relative to one another.
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Instructions
1.  Obtain several free paint swatches from a home-improvement store or paint store. The more swatches you collect, the more successful the activity will be. Get at least 15-20 shades, tones, tints, and hues of each color (e.g.15-20 different types of green, 15-20 different types of brown). If the leaves in your area have fall colors showing, include warm colors such as red, orange, or yellow. Use greens and browns at other times of the year.
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2.  Find at least five leaves of assorted colors that match five different paint swatches. Try to match the color of the leaf with the exact same color of paint. Fi​nd as many color matches as you can. 
SAFETY NOTE: AVOID POISON IVY. “IF LEAVES OF THREE, LET IT BE.”
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3.  Paste the color swatches and matching leaves in your notebook, or as directed by the teacher.
4.  Label each leaf by the paint swatch name.
5.  Label each leaf as glossy, semi-glossy, or flat. (Note that the front of the leaf may be glossy while the back of the leaf is flat.)
6.  Label the texture of each leaf as course, medium, or fine texture.
Questions

1.  What colors were you unable to find? Why? Did you think you would be able to find more?
2. Was matching colors exactly more difficult than you expected? Explain.
3.  Give examples of how someone in landscaping, business marketing, interior design, or culinary arts would use this skill in the workplace.

4. Essay: Describe the importance of colors as they are used in your career area.
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