Name: ________________                                                                                      Date: ________   

Color Exam

To accompany the Science of Color in Career Pathways, GPS Foundation Skills 1.2
Directions:  Answer the following questions in a few words or brief sentences.
1.  Why is color a powerful element of design?

2.  How can colors affect a consumer’s purchasing decision?

3.  _______________ colors can make a person feel relaxed, whereas _______________ colors 
can make a person energized. 
4.  Name three cool colors.

      _______________, _______________, _______________
5.  Name three warm colors. 


_______________, _______________, _______________
6.  When mixing paint, adding white makes a _______________, adding black makes a _______________, and adding grey makes a _______________.
7.  What term refers to how vivid and intense a color/hue appears?
8.  What color is made when you mix red and yellow paint? 
9. “_______________ color mixing” describes the mixing of colored light.

10. White light is the _______________ of all colors and black is the _______________ of color.
11. If you are wearing light blue, yellow, and pink clothes, are your color choices 


monochromatic?
12. Complementary colors are on _______________ side(s) of the color wheel. 

13.Explain how cultural differences can affect the meaning of a color. 

14. Explain how the meanings of pink and blue have changed in history. 

15. What emotions are commonly associated with the color red? 
16. What two colors are related to sunshine, warmth, and happiness? __________ , __________
17. What color represents nature? _______________
18. Sadness, depression, and loneliness are linked to the color _______________.

19. Explain how a dark-colored room verses a light-colored room could make you feel.
20.  The general feel of a surface is described as _______________.
21. What are some adjectives that indicate different types of textures?

22.  Why is blue the most popular favorite color?
23. Having an understanding of color can help you in what fields of business? List four.
24. “_______________ color mixing” is the mixing of paints.

25. What are the three primary colors? ______________ , ______________ , ______________
26. What are the three secondary colors? ______________ , ______________ , _____________
27. Mixing yellow and blue paint makes the color _______________.

28. _______________ colors are in-between primary and secondary colors.

29. In a _______________ color scheme, only tints, shades, and tones of a single color are used.

30. What is it called when three colors are used that are beside each other on the color wheel? 

31. Three colors that are equally spaced apart on the color wheel are called _______________.

32. How can businesses use color to their advantage?

33. The color __________ is associated with trust, peace, and security. It also tends to relax you.

34. The color __________ usually raises your blood pressure and represents heat.

35. Some companies choose their colors so that their products appeal to a specific group of people. This is called _______________ marketing. 

36. How can people express themselves through color?

37. What colors could be good to use for a product being sold to both men and women? 

38. Color increases brand recognition by up to _____ percent.
39. What are the four important characteristics for having a good logo?

_______________ , _______________ , _______________ , _______________

40. Should logos have a lot of color and detail? Why or why not?

Extra Credit: Why are there very few blue flowers?
Extra Credit: Why can women see colors in the red spectrum better than men?

Color Exam KEY
1. Why is color a powerful element of design?

Color has an emotional influence, it is used to communicate ideas, controls purchasing decisions

2. How can colors affect a consumer’s purchasing decision?

Businesses can use specific colors to stand out, personal preference, certain colors can make people feel hungrier, colors make people feel a certain way because they communicate ideas
3. ______ colors can make a person feel relaxed, where as _______ colors can make a person energized. 

cool, warm

4. Name three cool colors.

Blue, green, purple

5. Name three warm colors. 

Red, orange, yellow

6. When mixing paint, white makes a ____, adding black is a _____, and adding grey is a ______.
Tint, shade, tone

7. What term refers to how vivid and intense a color/hue appears.
Saturation

8. What color is made when you mix red and yellow? 

Orange

9. “_______ color mixing” describes the mixing of colored light.

Additive
10. White light is the ______ of all colors and black is the _______ of  color.

Combination, absence 

11. If you are wearing light blue, yellow, and pink are your color choices monochromatic?

No

12. Complementary colors are on ______ side(s) of the color wheel. 

Opposite

13. Explain how cultural differences can affect the meaning of color.
Different cultures can assign different meanings for certain colors. In our Western culture, black is for funerals, and white is for weddings. But in Eastern culture white is used for funerals.
14. Explain how the meanings of pink and blue have changed in history. 

Today, pink represents female and blue represents male. But originally these meanings were revered: pink represented masculinity and blue represented femininity.
15. What emotions are associated with the color red? 

Anger, powerful, dangerous, romantic

16. What two colors are related to sunshine, warmth and happiness? __________ , ___________
Orange, yellow

17. What color represents nature? ____________
Green

18. Sadness, depression and loneliness are linked to the color ____.

Grey

19. Explain how can a dark-colored room verses a light-colored room could make you feel?

Dark rooms seem smaller and claustrophobic, white rooms feel more open

20.  The general feel of a surface is described as  ___________
Texture

21. What are some adjectives that indicate different types of textures?

Coarse, medium, fine
22. Why is blue the most popular favorite color?

Blue is associated with peace, calmness, the ocean, and the sky.

23. Having an understanding of color can help you in what fields of business? List four.
Answers will vary. Some may include:
Marketing, Fashion Marketing, Advertising, Horticulture, Landscaping, Floral Design, Graphic Design, Graphic Communications, Interior Design, Culinary Arts, Industrial Design, Architecture

24. “_______ color mixing” is the mixing of paints.

Subtractive
25. What are the three primary colors?

Red, yellow, blue

26. What are the three secondary colors?

Orange, green, violet

27. Mixing yellow and blue paint makes the color _____.

Green

28. _______ colors are in-between primary and secondary colors.

Tertiary

29. In a ______ color scheme, only tints shades and tones of a single color are used.

Monochromatic

30. What is it called when three colors are used that are beside each other on the color wheel? 

Analogous

31. Three colors that are equally spaced apart on the color wheel are called _____.

Triadic 

32. How can businesses use color to their advantage?

Color can attract attention, influence how you feel, communicate an idea, create emphasis
33. The color ___ is associated with trust, peace, and security. It also tends to relax you.

Blue

34. The color ___ usually raises your blood pressure and represents heat.

Red

35. Some companies choose their colors so that their products appeal to a specific group pf people. This is called _________ marketing. 

Target 
36. How can people express themselves through color?

Answers may vary. Red stands out, black can represent rebellion, greens and browns mean earthy

37. What colors could be good to use for a product being sold to both men and women? 

Neutral colors such as brown, black, white. Blue is a favorite for both men and women. Green and red are also popular colors for both men and women.
38. Color increases brand recognition by up to __ percent.
80

49. What are the four important characteristics for having a good logo?

Simple, bold, classy, memorable

40. Should logos have a lot of color and detail? Why or why not?

No, the logo will look to busy and won’t be as memorable 
Extra Credit: Why are there very few blue flowers?

Bees cannot see blue and find them to pollinate. All blue flowers are pollinated by wind, etc.

Extra Credit: Why can women see colors in the red spectrum better than men?


Women have two x-chromosomes. Women can receive one x-chromosome with the typical configuration of the red vision gene while the other x-chromosome receives a slight variation. It is the combination of a normal and variant gene, which occurs in about 40 percent of women, that may provide a broader spectrum of color vision in the red color range. 

Color perception may have been important during the hunter-gatherer phase, where women would need able to distinguish among poisonous and non-poisonous fruits, foliage and insects.
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