
George Washington Carver

Unit Exam Key
Name: ___________________________

Date: ___________________________
Multiple Choice
1. George Washington Carver was a(n):

            A.  Supreme Court justice

            B.  Attorney

            C.  Surgeon

            D.  Agricultural chemist

2.  Which of the following is true about George Washington Carver?

            A.  He was born a slave 

            B.  He was a great scientist and teacher

            C.  He learned many “womanly” skills during his childhood
            D.  All of the above
3.  Where was George Washington Carver born?
            A.  Diamond Grove, Missouri
            B.  Little Rock, Arkansas
            C.  Kansas City, Missouri
            D.  Tuskegee, Alabama
4. Which of the following is not one of George Washington Carver’s cardinal virtues?
 
A.  Be too generous to cheat

B.  Behave the way toward others as you would want them to act toward you 

C.  Take your share of the world and let others take theirs

D.  Win without bragging
5. Why was George Washington Carver not able to attend the college he first enrolled in?

            A.  He was told he did not have enough money to pay for a college education
            B.  He could not find a place to live that was within walking distance of the college
            C.  College administrators discovered he was African American
            D.  He was given a better offer at a different college
6.  Which of the following is true about George Washington Carver?

            A.  Booker T. Washington did not want Carver to work for him.

            B.  Carver grew up in Alabama.

            C.  Many of Carver’s inventions involved peaches.

            D.  Edison offered Carver over $100,000.00 to work for him.
7. What great ideas made Carver famous?

            A.  He created many products using peanuts and sweet potatoes.

            B.  He created asphalt

            C.  He advocated the continued use of cotton as the one major crop of the South.

            D.  He created products from cotton.

8. Which of these is a correct way chemistry is used in animal science?


A.  Chemistry is used in animal experiment stations

B.  Chemistry can help determine how animals’ digestive systems break down different feeds


C.  Animal scientists study the chemistry that occurs between two animals in a herd


D.  Different animal products are made from various chemicals

9. Which of the products listed below was not invented or improved by George Washington Carver?

A.  Facial lotions


B.  Cheese pimento

C.  Fish oil

D.  Sandwich vinegar
10. George Washington Carver was asked to speak to which government group on behalf of the United Peanut Association?

A.  The Supreme Court


B.  The Georgia House Committee on Agriculture and Consumer Goods


C.  The United States House Committee on Ways and Means


D.  None of the above

True and False

1. __T__ The original purpose of the NAACP was to secure the rights guaranteed in the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments for every person.

2. __F__ George Washington Carver created over 400 products from cotton and soybeans.
3. __T__ High fructose corn syrup is an example of an innovation.
4. __F__ Chemistry is not used in agriculture today.
5. __F__ An innovation is another word for something that is an old custom or habit.
6. __T__ February is Black History Month.
7. __F__ The Jessup Wagon was used to recruit teachers to Tuskegee University.
8. __T__ George Washington Carver and his mother were kidnapped by bandits when he was an infant.
9. __F__ Botany is the study of fungi.
10. __T__ A peanut is an example of a legume.
Short Answer
Note: Students’ answers may vary. Here are some examples.
1. What does it mean to have a monoculture?  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
Mono means “1”.  Having a monoculture means every farmer in a region only grows one particular type of crop, like cotton, instead of growing many crops on a farm. 
2. Who were the Tuskegee Airmen, and why were they important in America’s history?  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African American military airmen. They were called “Tuskegee” Airmen because they were trained at Tuskegee University. They flew during WWII and helped America’s war effort.
3. List three ways in which George Washington Carver’s childhood was different from that of other African American children in the time period.  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
· He and his brother, Jim, were raised by their owners after his mother was kidnapped.

· He was a sickly child even though he was well-cared for.

· The Carvers taught George to appreciate and respect nature. He was encouraged to explore the world around him.

· George and Jim started to attend a school for primarily white children because their town did not have enough African American children to create a separate school for them.

· Because George was a sickly child, he spent a lot of time with Susan Carver, who taught him “womanly” skills like sewing, cooking, laundering and needlework.
4. List five products that were either invented or improved by George Washington Carver.  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
These products can be found both on the Who was George Washington Carver PowerPoint, slide 15, and on the George Washington Carver’s Products handout.
5. What are two ways Tuskegee Institute taught students the importance of agriculture?  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
Students were taught agricultural education and extension, and there was also a school farm at Tuskegee that students could work at, harvest, and eat from the crops grown there.
6. List three characteristics George Washington Carver displayed.  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
· Frugality

Self-Sufficiency
Perseverance
· Humanitarian

Humility

Pragmatic
7. What were four difficulties George Washington Carver had to overcome in his career?  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
· Being born into slavery

· Discrimination

· Being poor

· Losing his mother at an early age
· Being denied entrance into a college because of his race
8. List five ways chemistry is used today.  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
· Animal Science: Chemistry can be used to determine how animals’ digestive systems break down different nutrients in feeds

· Agribusiness: Medical companies use chemistry to create new products

· Fashion Marketing: Creating various textile dyes from different chemicals

· Graphics, Advertising and Marketing: Chemistry helps create the materials used in creating computer inks and the plastics for billboards

· Plant Sciences: Chemistry helps in creating fertilizers and deciding which ones work best with which plants
9. Give an example of an innovator discussed in class, and briefly explain why he or she is important. Use someone other than George Washington Carver.  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
· Percy Julian, who created Cortisone

· Emmett Chappelle, who worked with NASA

· Benjamin Banneker, the “first African American inventor”
10. Choose one of George Washington Carver’s cardinal virtues, and explain why you feel it is important.  (Answers may vary.)  Possible answers include:
· Be clean both inside and out

· Neither look up to the rich nor down on the poor

· Lose, if need be, without squealing

· Win without bragging

· Always be considerate of women, children and older people

· Be too brave to lie

· Be too generous to cheat

· Take your share of the world and let others take theirs
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