Information

Agriculturists...environmental stewards
Riding down a rural road you often see farmers on tractors or out working in a field. They are working hard so we can continue to enjoy agricultural products. As agricultural stewards, they constantly manage resources to improve the land so we reap the benefits.

Agricultural stewardship is a farming tradition. Farmers are devoted to the land passed down from generation to generation of people who work hard to make the soil better than they found it. Stewardship is looking after the land and making certain never to take something from it without replacing the resources used.

A farmer’s livelihood has always depended on good care of the soil, and today it is even more important. With the development of tillage techniques, like no-till or low-till, erosion has been reduced by large measures. New practices in fertilization and chemical management have allowed for increased efficiency meaning less waste to go into our rivers, lakes and streams. Producing more food on fewer acres has allowed for more space for wildlife habitats.

Agriculture is one of the biggest recyclers. Many farmers are in a direct recycling program using metal cans, plastic pesticide containers and many other items. Beyond recovery recycling, farmers typically use conservation techniques to spread resources even further.

Another conservation technique is the use of innovative ideas in pest management. Integrated pest management (IPM) is a program which has resulted in the reduction of chemical use, allowing the farmer to monitor the insects in a certain field and gauge crop protection as necessary. IPM uses beneficial insects to fight the harmful bugs. By using IPM, agriculture is working to preserve our nature’s environment.

Biological control of pests and diseases through genetic research is making an impact on agriculture. This, coupled with improved crop protection chemicals, increases yield while taking care of the environment.

Farmers work hard to keep their fields at top production. This requires soil and water conservation. One example is terraces used to keep soil from washing away into local streams and low lying areas. These are long contours shaped to the land to keep water at the same elevation rather than moving quickly into neighboring ditches, taking with it most of the fertile topsoil and vital nutrients.

Another form of conservation that can even be done by homeowners is mulching. For farmers mulching comes in the form of conservation tillage as well as inorganic mulches. Mulching is one of the simplest conservation practices anyone can use. It is simply leaving a protective layer of organic matter on top of the soil. This includes grass clippings, pine straw, bark or other similar material. Mulching protects the soil from erosion, conserves moisture, prevents weeds from growing, helps maintain a more even soil temperature, and many other benefits.
The University of Georgia Extension Service along with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) work hard to help those working in agriculture to continue producing an abundance of crops that are used in the food and fiber system.

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is just one program offered by FSA to landowners to improve the wildlife habitat. By working with farmers this program allows wildlife to flourish in these areas with lush new green growth, and supplies these animals with a place to live.

By following the example of our farmers and working together we can make a difference in the stewardship of our land. Through recycling programs, conservation techniques and many other areas, every person can work hard to preserve our natural resources and help to make certain that they will be available for many generations to come.
Worksheet

THREE LEVEL STUDY GUIDE: Agriculturists...environmental stewards
Read each statement below.  Mark the statement true or false.  Validate your answer by indicating what paragraph number supported your answer.  If the statement is false, correct it so that it will be true.

Right There on the Page
1.  New practices in fertilization and chemical management have allowed for increased efficiency meaning less waste to go into our rivers, lakes, and streams.


_________ True or False

Paragraph #_______

2.  For farmers, mulching comes in the form of conservation tillage as well as inorganic mulches.


_________ True or False

Paragraph #_______

3.  The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is just one program offered by the FSA to landowners to improve recycling programs.


_________ True or False

Paragraph #_______

Reading Between the Lines
1.  Farmers are the only individuals responsible for land stewardship.


_________ True or False

Paragraph #_______

2.  Wildlife is able to flourish due to the conservation efforts of the Farm Service Agency (FSA).


_________ True or False

Paragraph #_______

3.  The pest management programs are designed to eliminate all pest from the agricultural environment because all pests are harmful.


_________ True or False

Paragraph #_______

4.  Environment stewardship is the responsibility of all landowners.


_________ True or False

Paragraph #_______

5.  Soil and water conservation are optional parts of environmental stewardship.


_________ True or False

Paragraph #_______

Reading Beyond the Lines
Write a short essay discussing other conservation techniques farmers and landowners could use, how homeowners could be made more aware of the conservation techniques that farmers use, and the importance of using these techniques.
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