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Brainstorming sessions are used to generate new ideas through creative thinking of a group. Discussion and other peoples’ ideas are a stimulus for thinking of creative ideas. 

Here is a structured activity to trigger imaginative solutions. The method is applied here to development of a slogan for a hypothetical product, but the technique can work for any creative endeavor. 

Procedure:

1.
Divide the class into groups of 4 to 5 students. 

2.
Select a group leader and recorder for each group. 

3. 
Review the following objective:


“Write a marketing slogan that will help sell a hypothetical product. The product may be assigned by the teacher or selected by the group.”

4.
Review the steps for brainstorming. Be sure that the guidelines of good a good brainstorming activity are followed. 

5.
Members select a product or one is assigned by the teacher. The group leader should ask for discussion of the type, quality, etc. of the product. 

6.
The group leader asks for ideas. The group members take turns stating their ideas to the group. 

7. 
The recorders should write down all ideas as presented. Use flipcharts or poster board if available. 

8. 
When several ideas have been presented, and a few minutes before the time is up, discuss and clarify the list of slogans. The recorder should eliminate duplications as identified and delete those when there is little support for the idea. 

9. 
The group leader should bring the group to a consensus on the three best slogans. These should be ranked on the group report sheet. (group member names, group leader, product, list of three best slogans ranked best to worst, the group rating of their best ideas on the rubric).

10.
The group leader should present the report to the class and turn the written report into the teacher. 

The team leader: 

The team leader should:


Contribute to the discussion 


Encourage participation from everyone. 


Keep the group focused. 


Introduce thought starters when energy or enthusiasm lags. 


Call for a short review and evaluate the ideas when several have been generated. 


Take a vote, thumbs up or down on each idea. 


Scratch the bad ideas with little support. 


Focus the group on the good ideas and get the group to improve them.


A few minutes before the end of the session, the leaders summarizes the ideas


Bring the group to consensus and, vote on or otherwise select the best idea.


Strive not to inhibit the flow of ideas


Not be controlling.


Not let one person dominate the discussion. 

Notes for teacher: You may provide students with books, magazines, Internet, etc., to help get discussion and ideas flowing.

Brainstorming Guidelines:


1.  Every member should actively participate. �2.  Develop a high energy, enthusiastic climate.�3.  Generate a list of ideas first. Avoid discussing ideas as they are presented.


4.  Avoid criticizing and complimenting – no negative comments.�5.  Encourage creative thinking. Thinking “outside the box” with off the wall ideas is welcome. �6.  Build and expand on the ideas of others.�7.  Record all ideas as presented. 


8.  Generate as many ideas as possible for consideration. 








