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Quote of the Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Using a quote of the day exercise in class can be an inspirational but short activity for 

character and ethical skill development incorporated in to the Georgia Performance 

Standards. Quotes will challenge students to think critically and stretch their thinking as 

they record the quotes and write and discuss their interpretations. Students will remember 

their favorite quotes for a lifetime.  

 

The 200+ quotations in this document were selected to apply across all CTAE pathways. 

The teacher is encouraged to add quotes that may relate more directly to their pathway. 

 

Value of a Quote of the Day 
 

In addition to building life skills defined in CTAE Standards, quotations can: 

 Build language arts skills such as interpreting, paraphrasing, and using synonyms. 

 Help improve student vocabulary. 

 Be a great way to open discussion on caring, responsibility, and respect. 

 Make instruction more meaningful when related to class curriculum.   

 

Standards 
 

Using a quote of the day meets at least two CTAE Foundation Standards, as well as a 

State Board of Education Rule. 

 

 

Georgia Performance Standards: 

 

 CTAE-FS-3 Communications: Learners use various communication skills in 

 expressing and interpreting information. 

 

 CTAE-FS-9 Ethics and Legal Responsibilities: Learners commit to work ethics, 

 behavior, and legal responsibilities in the workplace. 
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State Board of Education Rule 

 

The Georgia State Board of Education supports character education.  The following rule 

emphasizes the importance of character and values education. 

 

160-4-2-.33 VALUES A(D CHARACTER EDUCATIO(. 

(1) REQUIREME(TS. 

(a) Local boards of education shall provide instruction that addresses the 

core values adopted by the State Board of Education. Local boards of 

education shall also provide instruction in character education. 
(b) Each local board of education shall adopt a plan for implementing values and 

character education and shall specify in that plan the instructional materials and 

strategies to be used. 

(c) The department shall develop a values and character education guide which 

may be used by local boards of education in the development of values and 

character education programs. 

Authority O.C.G.A. § 20-2-145; 20-2-240 . 

 

See the guide at the end of this document for detailed instructions on implementing 

character education in the classroom. 

 

SUGGESTIO(S FOR USE 

Class Starters 

 

Make the “Quote of the Day” a Class Starter. When used in this manner, students should 

know that when the bell rings for class to begin they should read the quote of the day, 

write it in their journal or notebook and follow other directions given by the teacher. 

Using a quote as a Class Starter is a positive way to begin class and adds consistency to 

class routine. Students should know that as soon as the bell rings, the room should be 

quiet and they should be writing for 3-5 minutes. This procedure should be followed each 

day. The learning environment is much more positive when starting the class this way.  

 

Challenge Students 

 

The teacher should challenge students to apply the quotations to their own lives. Teachers 

are sometimes pleasantly surprised that students relate to the quotes with deep sensitivity 

and interpretation. 

 

Invite Students to Submit Quotes 

 

The teacher may want to invite students to submit their “favorite” quotes to use as a quote 

of the day or to post on the wall. Students may want to jazz up their quotes on the 

computer or by hand painting. Students respond better when they feel they have some 

ownership of a project.  
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Post Quotes of the Day 

 

Post Quotes of the Day on the class wall after use. Occasionally, students will zone-out or 

be distracted from class and the quotes give them something positive to look at! 

 

Favorite Quotations 

 

Have students select their favorite quotes, find appropriate photographs, and add the 

quotes to the photos. Print them out in color if possible and add them to their notebook or 

post on the wall of the classroom or in the hall – or on the ceiling of the classroom. 

 
Quick Check 
 

Quotes may be written in student journals or notebooks and dated.  The teacher may wish 

to occasionally ask for the quotations from certain dates.  This will help assure students 

are participating and staying on task.  Teachers may give certain dates and ask only for 

the students’ interpretations of the quote from that day.  This is a great way to incorporate 

the character building quotations into your class. 

 

Displaying and Using Quotations  
 

This set of quotes is intended to be put on display in the classroom.  They may be printed 

and put into a notebook for display.  The students should write the quote in their journals, 

agendas or in the bubble on the worksheet.  Students should take a moment to think about 

what the quote means and write their interpretations on the worksheet.  The teacher may 

want to ask a few students for their interpretations of the quote.   
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Name: ____________________________                                            Date: ___________ 

 
 

Answer one or more of the following questions as directed by your teacher.  (Rewrite the 

quote in your own words.  What does this quote mean to you?  How can this sentiment be 

applied to your own life?  Who is someone that models this trait?  Other thoughts?)   

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Quote of the Day: 
_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 
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LIST OF VALUES A(D CHARACTER EDUCATIO( ADOPTED BY THE STATE 

BOARD OF EDUCATIO( AUGUST 1997 

  

 Values and character education development usually occurs over a number of years and 

within a number of environments. Since family members are the first individuals with whom one 

comes into contact, the influence of the family continues to be extremely important to a child's 

character and values development. This fact is particularly appropriate in the preschools and 

early school years. As students progress through public schools, it is important that their 

education provide instructional opportunities, explicit and implicit, that help them develop their 

beliefs about what is right and good. The following definitions are intended to guide schools in 

providing the basis for the teaching of values and character education in the public schools. 

Values: hold in high esteem; regard highly Values Concepts: ideas, beliefs or understandings one 

has that guide and are reflected in one's behavior Values Education: the process of providing 

opportunities for the continuous development in all students of the knowledge, skills and 

attitudes related to certain values which lead to behavior exhibiting those values Character: 

attributes or features that make up and distinguish the individual; the complex of mental and 

ethical traits making a person, group or nation Character Concepts: actions, attitudes and practice 

that characterize a person. Acting honorably under all circumstances, even when it is to the 

disadvantage of the self Character Education: the process by which positive personality traits are 

developed, encouraged and reinforced through example, study (history and biography of the great 

and good) and practice (emulation of what has been observed and learned) The State Board of 

Education believes that there is a core list of values and character education concepts that should 

be taught in Georgia's schools. The following list has been adopted by the State Board of 

Education to be implemented in Georgia's schools.  

 

 

 

 

CHARACTER CURRICULUM 

 

accomplishment  

cheerfulness  

citizenship  

cleanliness  

commitment  

compassion  

cooperation  

courage  

courtesy  

creativity  

democracy  

dependability  

diligence  

equality  

fairness  

frugality  

generosity  

honesty  

honor  

kindness  

knowledge  

loyalty  

moderation  

patience  

patriotism  

perseverance  

productivity  

punctuality  

respect for authority  

respect for others  

respect for the creator  

respect for environment  

respect for health  

school pride  

self-control  

self-respect  

sportsmanship  

trustworthiness  

truthfulness  

tolerance  

virtue  
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CITIZE(SHIP  

Democracy: government of, by and for the people, exercised through the voting process  

Respect for and acceptance of authority: the need for and primacy of authority, including 

the law, in given circumstances  

Equality: the right and opportunity to develop one's potential as a human being  

Freedom of conscience and expression: the right to hold beliefs, whether religious, ethical 

or political, and to express one's views  

Justice: equal and impartial treatment under the law  

Liberty: freedom from oppression, tyranny or the domination of government  

Tolerance: the allowable deviation from a standard. Indulgence for beliefs or practices 

differing from or conflicting with one's own  

Patriotism: support of the U. S. Constitution and love for the United States of America with 

zealous guarding of their authority and interests.  

Courage: willingness to face danger with determination  

Loyalty: steadfastness or faithfulness to a person, institution, custom or idea to which one is 

tied by duty, pledge or a promise  

Honor: a keen sense of ethical conduct one's word given as a guarantee of performance  

Respect for the (atural Environment: care for and conservation of land, trees, clean air 

and pure water and of all living inhabitants of the earth  

Conservation: avoiding waste and pollution of natural resources  

Respect for the creator: our most basic freedoms and rights are not granted to us from the 

government but they are intrinsically ours; i.e., the Constitution does not grant Americans the 

right of freedom of speech, it simply recognizes that each of us is born with that right. This is 

to say that the founders of the republic recognized a higher authority, a power greater than 

themselves that endowed every human being with certain unalienable rights that no 

government or legal document could ever revoke or take away. In the Declaration of 

Independence, Thomas Jefferson names this life form that permeates the universe and from 

which our unalienable rights stem the "creator, "nature's God", and the 'supreme judge of the 

world'. If we are to respect life, the natural rights of all people and the authority which the 

founders based their legal opinions on concerning our separation from Great Britain then 

there must be a respect for that creator from which all our rights flow. This cannot be 

interpreted as a promotion of religion or even as a promotion of the belief in a personal God, 

but only as an acknowledgment that the intrinsic worth of every individual derives from no 

government, person or group of persons, but is something that each of us is born with and 

which no thing and no one can ever deprive us of.  

 

RESPECT FOR OTHERS  

Altruism: concern for and motivation to act for the welfare of others  

Civility and cheerfulness: courtesy and politeness in action or speech  

Compassion, kindness and generosity: concern for suffering or distress of others and 

response to their feelings and needs  

Courtesy and cooperation: recognition of mutual interdependence with others resulting in 

polite treatment and respect for them  

Integrity: confirmed virtue and uprightness of character, freedom from hypocrisy  

Honesty: truthfulness and sincerity  

Truth: freedom from deceit or falseness; based on fact or reality  

Trustworthiness: worthy of confidence  

Fairness and good sportsmanship: freedom from favoritism, self-interest or indulgence of 

one's likes and dislikes; abiding by the rules of a contest and accepts victory or defeat 

graciously  
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Patience: not being hasty or impetuous  

 

RESPECT FOR SELF  
Accountability: responsibility for one's actions and their consequences  

Commitment: being emotionally, physically or intellectually bound to something  

Perseverance and diligence: adherence to actions and their consequences  

Self control and virtue: exercising authority over one's emotions and actions  

Frugality: effective use of resources; thrift  

Self-Esteem: pride and belief in oneself and in achievement of one's potential  

Knowledge: learning, understanding, awareness  

Moderation: avoidance of unreasonably extreme views or measures  

Respect for physical, mental and fiscal health: awareness of the importance of and 

conscious activity toward maintaining fitness in these areas  

Cleanliness: good habits of personal hygiene and grooming  

Work Ethic: belief that work is good and that everyone who can, should work  

Punctuality: being on time for attendance and tasks  

Accomplishment: appreciation for completing a task  

Cooperation: working with others for mutual benefit  

Dependability: reliability; trustworthiness  

Diligence: attentiveness; persistence; perseverance  

Pride: dignity; self-respect; doing one's best  

Productivity: supporting one's self, contributing to society  

Creativity: exhibiting an entrepreneurial spirit inventiveness; originality; not bound by the 

norm  

School pride: playing a contributing role in maintaining and improving all aspects of a 

school's environment, programs and activities within the context of contributing to the 

betterment of the city, county and state.  

 

(From public.doe.k12.ga.us) 


