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COURSE:  

Advanced Graphic Design
UNIT 7: 

Portfolio
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Annotation: 
Students will build a portfolio that features the work they have completed and explore career opportunities within the graphics industry. By creating the portfolio, students focus on design and content to communicate accomplishments and optimize employers’ perceptions of them. Students will critique professionally completed works, classmates' work, and self assess for improvement methods.

Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  

5 – 50 minute periods
Author:

Alicia Baynes

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
General strategies that can be utilized to address many learning deficit areas are:

· provide quick reference step by step instruction guides for multi-step tasks

· identify key words associated with each process to help student identify the correct procedure to utilize in each project

· provide visuals with vocabulary word, such as captured computer screen images

· utilize flexible grouping to pair special education students with general education students that can provide peer instruction or review for learning deficit areas

· frequent checks for understanding or on task behavior
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GPS Focus Standards: 
ACCT-AGD-7: 
Students will understand and demonstrate the development of a professional portfolio.

a) List the criteria for selecting artwork.

b) Collect and refine all previous graphic design projects.

c) Develop a professional resume using word processing software.

 (eg. Word, Microsoft Works or iWork Pages).

d) Practice giving and receiving constructive criticism of portfolios

e) List characteristics and content of portfolios for employment and post-secondary admissions.

f) Critique various types of packaging (case, digital, web pages).

CTAE-FS-1: 
Technical Skills: 
Learners achieve technical content skills necessary to pursue the full range of careers for all pathways in the program concentration.

CTAE-FS-3: 
Communications:
 Learners use various communication skills in expressing and interpreting information.

CTAE-FS-4: 
Problem Solving and Critical Thinking: 

Learners define and solve problems, and use problem-solving and improvement methods and tools.

CTAE-FS-5: 
Information Technology Applications:
Learners use multiple information technology devices to access, organize, process, transmit, and communicate information.
CTAE-FS-10: 
Career Development:
 Learners plan and manage academic-career plans and employment relations.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA4LSV2 

The student listens to and views various forms of text and media in order to


gather and share information, persuade others, and express and understand ideas.

ELA10RL5 

The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly. 

ELA11LSV2 

The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral



communication in various media genres. The student delivers focused, coherent, and



polished presentations that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid



reasoning, and combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, 
persuasion, and description. 

ELA10LSV1 

The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal 
interactions.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
PrintED Introduction to Graphic Communications

A. Introduction


2. Identify and list print markets and types of print businesses.

9. Identify and list major occupations in the graphic arts and describe the basic training needed for each.

10. Identify basic salary/wage expectation ranges.

C. Digital File Preparation


1. Identify various software applications and uses.


4. Explain the significance of PDF as it pertains to the printing industry.


5. Explain the difference between supplying PDF files versus native files for print.

K. Job Application and Interpersonal Skills


1. List desirable work ethics or habits required for industry.

4. Write a personal resume that includes three references.


5. Write a cover letter to obtain a job in the graphic communications industry.


12. Compare job opportunities to include wages, benefits, and employment responsibilities.

PrintED Digital File Preparation

A. Orientation

2. Identify and list the basic principles of design (i.e. unity, contrast, page proportions, balance, etc.)

7. Describe each of the following: word processing, illustration, image editing, and page layout software.

9. Demonstrate the proper selection of appropriate software for word processing, illustration, image editing, and page layout.

C.   Page Layout

1. Select appropriate page layout software for a given job.

3. Demonstrate a functional knowledge of computer menus and palettes within desktop publishing software.

4. Demonstrate text alignment, element positioning and rules of page design for printed matter.



10. Proofread, edit, and make corrections/adjustments to copy on screen.

19. Demonstrate the proper procedures on printing a proof to a monochrome and/or color laser printer or inkjet printer using page layout software.



E. Illustration



1. Demonstrate the use of keyboard shortcuts/menus and explain why they are used.



2. Create a design appropriate for a given job using a graphics program.



F. PDF



1. Describe the Portable Document Format (PDF).



2. Explain why PDF has become an intregral part of the printing industry.



3. List the advantages and disadvantages of PDF.



4. Explain the various methods in which PDFs are created.



5. Demonstrate the ability to create a PDF from a native application file.



6. Describe and distinguish the differences between a PDF, PDF/x-1a, and PDF/x-3 file.

7. Describe and distinguish the differences between a press-quality PDF, a print quality PDF, and the smallest file size PDF.
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Enduring Understandings: 

Students will understand that a good portfolio is essential to career development and the job search.
Essential Questions: 
· Why are peer critiques necessary when working on a design project?

· How would the target audience affect the overall design of the layout?

· How would constructive criticism be beneficial to portfolio development?
· How do you use a portfolio to communicate ideas?
· How does the effective use of the elements and principles of design enhance communication?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will:
· List common types of portfolios and their uses.
· Identify and understand career choices in graphics and design.
· Compare and contrast various types of packaging.
· Compare and contrast a classmate’s work objectively and constructively.
· Describe the guidelines for self assessment.
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:

· Accept criticism.
· Apply creative thinking skills to new problems.
· Apply existing knowledge of elements and principles of design to new products.
· Develop a portfolio.
· Critique work effectively.
· Collaborate with peers.
· Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats.
· Follow directions.
· Select and organize content.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_x_ Self-check rubrics   

_x_ Self-check during writing/planning process

__x Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

_x_ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

_x_ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x_ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_x_ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	_x_ Student/teacher conferences

_x_ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions

_x_ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	x
	Post-test (final portfolio)


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
AGD-7_Final PROJECT.doc

AGD-7_PDF Portfolio Rubric.pdf
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•
LESSON 1:  REVIEW OF PACKAGING & CAREERS

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

ACCT-AGD-7: 
Students will understand and demonstrate the development of a professional portfolio.

a) List the criteria for selecting artwork.

b) Collect and refine all previous graphic design projects.

c) Develop a professional resume using word processing software.

 (eg. Word, Microsoft Works or iWork Pages).

d) Practice giving and receiving constructive criticism of portfolios

e) List characteristics and content of portfolios for employment and post-secondary admissions.

f) Critique various types of packaging (case, digital, web pages).

CTAE-FS-1: 
Technical Skills: 
Learners achieve technical content skills necessary to pursue the full range of careers for all pathways in the program concentration.

CTAE-FS-3: 
Communications:
 Learners use various communication skills in expressing and interpreting information.

CTAE-FS-4: 
Problem Solving and Critical Thinking: 

Learners define and solve problems, and use problem-solving and improvement methods and tools.

CTAE-FS-5: 
Information Technology Applications:
Learners use multiple information technology devices to access, organize, process, transmit, and communicate information.
CTAE-FS-10: 
Career Development:
 Learners plan and manage academic-career plans and employment relations.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· Why are peer critiques necessary when working on a design project?

· How would the target audience affect the overall design of the layout?

· How would constructive criticism be beneficial to portfolio development?
· How do you use a portfolio to communicate ideas?
· How does the effective use of the elements and principles of design enhance communication?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall. Use the Art Vocabulary website to define the following terms: http://www.bluemoonwebdesign.com/art-glossary.asp
	Balance
	Original
	Rule of 2/3rds

	Color
	Packaging Design
	Sketch

	Composition
	PDF
	Two-dimensional

	Critique
	Proportion
	Typography

	Design
	Repetition
	Visual Communication


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Ask students to research and critique various types of packaging using the website resources provided. Students should use the “Graphic Design Blog,” “Articlesbase” (history & types of packaging design), and  “The Dieline” Blog to answer the questions below:

· What is packaging design?

· List at least 5 types of various packaging design?  
· Pick one example from each category and identify what you believe to be their target audience?

· What elements are used to communicate ideas, i.e. images, typography, color, illustration, design, and materials?

Teacher should bring in samples of package designs for critique. Examples could include juice boxes or cartons, CD/DVD packaging, and Coke or Pepsi products. Students will then be instructed to look up product web pages that relate to the packages that were provided.

Break students into groups of 2-3 and have them compare and contrast packaging, its purpose, and audience. Have students complete the Packaging Analysis to determine the “best” package design and the “worst” package design and then decide which elements and principles of design contributed to the decision. Go around the room and have each group report at least one item/observation from their analysis and discussion.

Students will use this critique to assist their decisions in how they plan to market and package their own portfolios.

5.
Have students research career areas within the graphics industry and document the following before proceeding further: (use careercruising.com)
a. Specific job description
b. Specific job qualifications
c. Expected skill set
d. Technical knowledge required 
e. Training requirements
f. Expected salary 
g. Select the focus for their portfolios based on their research
•
LESSON 2:  PORTFOLIO REVISION

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· Why are peer critiques necessary when working on a design project?

· How would the target audience affect the overall design of the layout?

· How would constructive criticism be beneficial to portfolio development?
· How do you use a portfolio to communicate ideas?
· How does the effective use of the elements and principles of design enhance communication?
2.
Teacher will conduct a class brainstorming session to discuss ways the students plan to use their digital portfolios and how that might change their target audience and purpose. Some questions to assist with the discussion can include:

· Do you plan to look for a job or internship? If so, what kind of job or internship?

· Do you plan to apply for a program or school? If so, what type of program or school?

· How are the goals of the portfolio different, depending on where you plan to go next?

· What should the portfolio contain? 

· How should the content be presented?
3.
Ask students to revisit their existing portfolios. Individually, have them begin to select files they can include that will highlight their best work for their chosen career.  Use PDF Portfolio and Portfolio Requirements handouts.

Questions to consider for the portfolio content:

· What is the purpose of the portfolio? How does the purpose affect the type of content you should include?

· Who is the intended audience for the portfolio? How does the audience affect the type of content you should include?

· Is the current content relevant to the purpose and audience? If not, what should be removed and what else should be included?

· Is the language appropriate for your intended audience?

· Do the projects have any spelling or punctuation errors?

4.
Students will begin to categorize their designs by project type. For example, they can distinguish between image work and design work. Image work can include photography, image editing in Photoshop, etc. Design work can include logo designs, business cards, collateral materials, publications, advertisements, etc. Most portfolios typically contain text descriptions and reflections on each piece of design work.
Traditional portfolios move in one direction from beginning to end, but a digital portfolio can include interactive links that allow for a non-static format. Therefore, students will be asked to draw a flowchart to help explain the process they plan to follow in order to create their PDF portfolio.

Questions to consider for the digital portfolio design:

· Are elements uniform and consistent on the content pages? 

· Is layout logical, or do page elements appear to be randomly placed?

· Are the text and titles clear and easy for all users to read (color, size, etc.)?

· Are appropriate fonts, spacing, leading, and so on used? 

5. 
Teacher should check the flowchart and give feedback for improvement.



•
LESSON 3:  BUILD A FINAL PORTFOLIO

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom.

· Why are peer critiques necessary when working on a design project?

· How would the target audience affect the overall design of the layout?

· How would constructive criticism be beneficial to portfolio development?
· How do you use a portfolio to communicate ideas?
· How does the effective use of the elements and principles of design enhance communication?
2.
Instruct students to export their final designs from the various Adobe programs into Acrobat in order to create a PDF. Explain that it is preferred for students to “package” the PDF and include bookmarks and  links if necessary.
3. 
Instruct students to get into groups of four.  Explain that they need to conduct peer reviews of each of the four portfolios while discussing their career and learning goals and how the portfolio highlights skills that support those career goals.
4.   Students will then make needed adjustments prior to final evaluation.  Instruct them to use the Final PROJECT.
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS


AGD-7_Packaging Analysis.pdf

AGD-7_PDF Portfolio.doc

AGD-7_Portfolio Requirements.pdf

AGD-7_Final PROJECT.doc

AGD-7_PDF Portfolio Rubric.pdf
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

Students would have prepared a portfolio in level 2 that would now be used during this lesson for revision and refinement toward a specific career.  Make a suggestion that the students may want to include old pages of their previous portfolio to show growth or change.

For further reflection: Ask students to write their career goal plans and discuss how those plans impacted the decisions they made in planning their portfolios. This will help students reflect on their process and provide a framework for continued evolution of their digital portfolios. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Final Portfolio Presentation
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 

Students will be required to present their digital portfolios to the class. They should then complete the following self-reflection questions:
· What have you learned by making this portfolio throughout this course?

· What do you think you still need to learn to realize your career goals?

· How did you improve or change your content or design after the peer review?

· How did the peer review influence a change in the purpose and target audience of your portfolio? 
Differentiation: Students may create a web-based portfolio using Adobe Dreamweaver.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
AGD-7_Portfolio_Requirements.pdf

AGD-7_Final_PROJECT.doc


AGD-7_PDF_Portfolio Rubric.pdf
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Web Resources:
Vocabulary:

· Art Vocabulary -- http://www.bluemoonwebdesign.com/art-glossary.asp
Career Websites:

· Career Cruising – www.careercruising.com
· Lists of possible careers in graphic and publication design -- www.oswego.edu/student/career/careersin/arts.html
· Department of Labor information and statistics for jobs in graphic design and desktop publishing -- www.bls.gov/oco/ocos090.htm
Packaging Websites:

· Articlesbase (history & types of packaging) -- http://www.articlesbase.com/history-articles/history-of-packaging-and-types-of-packaging-1217208.html
· Graphic Design Blog -- http://www.graphicdesignblog.co.uk/category/package-design/
· The Dieline -- http://www.thedieline.com/blog/
Portfolio Websites:
· About.com – Graphic Design Portfolios for Desktop Publishing (instructional information of what and what not to include) -- http://desktoppub.about.com/cs/freelance/a/portfolio.htm
· Adobe PDF Portfolios -- http://www.acrobatusers.com/topics/pdf-portfolios
· Layers Magazine-“Build a Better Portfolio with Adobe Acrobat” -- http://www.layersmagazine.com/build-a-better-portfolio.html
· Graphic Design Portfolio Creation -- http://www.adigitaldreamer.com/articles/graphic-design-portfolio.htm
· Good Graphic Design Portfolios -- http://www.positivespaceblog.com/archives/15-good-graphic-design-portfolios/
· Design Directory -- http://www.dexigner.com/directory/cat/Graphic-Design/Portfolios.html
· Professional Design Portfolio Example -- http://www.aphidesigngraphics.com/
Materials & Equipment: 
· Packaging examples

· Previous projects

· Adobe Creative Suite software

· Apple computers

· Notebook/Portfolio

· Sheet Protectors

· Black Acid-free paper

· Glue sticks
21st Century Technology Used: 
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	x
	Desktop Publishing 
	x
	Image File(s)

	x
	Web Design Software
	x
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	x
	Email
	x
	Website
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