Cereal Box Project

You have been selected to design a box for a new type of cereal.  The type of cereal and name is up to you.  Use the design elements and other printing techniques discussed to brand your cereal in the minds of your audience.  The age of the audience is pre-teens (ages 12 – 15).  They still act like kids (buy the looks of the box), but their parents want a nutritional breakfast that won’t break the bank.  You will have to, not only sell the kids, but the parents on buying your product.  

After completing your cereal box, you need to take photographs of your cereal box in order to create a magazine ad.  You may use people in your photographs but only those in the class.  If you need any props (bowl, spoon, etc), you are responsible for bringing those in.  If you are not sure how to use the camera, ask the teacher.   Also, these pictures will be used in a PowerPoint presentation that you will present to the class as a sales campaign. 

Assignment:

1. On your own paper create four different dummy layout designs for your advertisement.  Make sure each dummy layout shows all four sides.  Remember a dummy layout is just quick sketches and is not a fully detailed layout that spells out every single word.

2. Have the instructor approve your designs before you choose one to put on the template.

3. On the template, create a colored detailed sketch from the dummy sketches.  This must look like the dummy or it will not be approved; only minor changes can be made from the dummy sketches.  Don’t forget the side panel with the ingredients and nutritional information.  

4. You will want to have a background color or a full picture so your box will not look plain.

5. Find the graphics you want to use on your cereal box; take them into Photoshop or Illustrator to edit them so they have no background and can be used in Indesign.

6. Obtain the digital template of the box.

Indesign

7. Open Indesign and set up the layout to the following specifications:

a. Deselect Facing Pages and Master Text Frame

b. Set the Page Orientation to Landscape

c. Leave Columns and Gutters to default

d. Change all Margins to 0

e. Open the document

f. Edit – Preferences – Units & Increments – change Ruler Units both Horizontally and Vertically to Inches

g.  File – Document Setup – change Width to 17 – Height to 11

h. Place Box Template (File – Place – Box Template)

i. Using the select tool, stretch the invisible frame around the pictures to fill up the page (the picture will not enlarge, only the outline box)

j. Using the Direct Selection Tool click on the picture and drag it out to meet the frame you just enlarged.

k. Using the Pen tool click on the left hand side dotted lines, hold down Shift on the keyboard and click over the right hand side of the dotted line all the way across.  Stop outside the grayed area (this outlines the top of both the front and back of the box).  The dotted lines represent the fold separating the top flaps and the back and front of the box.

l. Repeat step K around the entire part that will be the front and back of your box.

m. Change the line point to 4

n. The middle area between the front and back will be the side of the box.  Trace it out (using the pen tool) and change it to a 4 point dash line.

o. Now trace out the grayed fold areas and change them to a 4 point dash line.  Remember to connect these to the existing cut out.

p. Once you have complete traced out the template, use the select tool and delete the original placed template.

q. Now you are ready to add your graphics to create your design.

r. Before you print remove the lines you created for the side panel.

8. Once you finish, call the instructor over to check your design

9. Save as a .pdf file

10. Print on cardstock

11. Cut out box, fold and glue to create a full box.

Advertisement & Presentation

12. Set up and take photos for your advertisement and presentation.  If you are using someone in the ad, it must be someone from the class.  If you don’t know how to properly use the camera, ask the instructor.

13. Use Indesign to create and print a poster size printout of magazine advertisement.

14. Create a 2 minute oral PowerPoint presentation to help brand the product and to sell the idea to the committee (classmates)

	Cereal Box Project Rubric


	


	CATEGORY 
	10
	8
	5 
	1 

	Dummy Layout Sketches 
	4 quick sketches were approved before the student began.
	
	
	Sketches were not turned in. 

	Final Sketch
	Final Sketch closely resembles final product and in color
	
	
	Final sketch doesn’t resemble the final product or was not in color

	Graphics for Box
	All graphics fit the theme of cereal
	
	Over half the graphics fit the theme of the cereal
	Graphics look thrown together, have not been edited.

	Indesign instructions and .pfd file
	Indesign directing was followed and .pdf file was created properly.
	
	
	Indesign directing was not followed and/or the .pdf file was not created properly.

	Final Cereal Box
	Box is creative and effectively sells the product, product was branded well.
	
	Box is creative but doesn’t seem to sell the product, product was missing branding.
	

	Digital Camera Use 
	Picture is high quality. The main subject is in focus.
	
	The pictures are of marginal quality. The subject is in focus but it is not clear what the picture is about. 
	Pictures are poor quality. 

	Printed Poster
	Poster helps brand the product.
	
	
	The poster doesn’t add to the branding of the product.

	Poster Creativity
	Poster is creative.
	
	
	Poster is not creative.

	PowerPoint Presentation Originality 
	Presentation shows considerable originality and inventiveness. The content and ideas are presented in a unique and interesting way that brands the product.
	Presentation shows some originality and inventiveness. The content and ideas are presented in an interesting way that helps to brands the product.
	
	Presentation is a rehash of other people's ideas and/or graphics and shows very little attempt at original thought.

	Spelling and Grammar 
	Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors. 
	Presentation has 1-2 misspellings, but no grammatical errors. 
	Presentation has 1-2 grammatical errors but no misspellings. 
	Presentation has more than 2 grammatical and/or spelling errors. 

	Graphics for Presentation 
	All graphics are attractive (size and colors) and support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	A few graphics are not attractive, but all support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	All graphics are attractive, but a few do not seem to support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	Several graphics are unattractive AND detract from the content of the presentation. 

	Oral Presentation
	It lasted the full 2 minutes but did not go over time without too many pauses
	
	
	It lasted past 2 minutes and/or there were too many pauses 

	Fluency
	Spoke clearly, well rehearsed
	
	Smooth at point, needed more rehearsal
	Choppy

	Eye Contact 
	Students made good eye contact with entire audience and was not always reading the PowerPoint 
	
	Students made eye contact most of the time with entire audience most of the time and/or he/she  appeared to be reading PowerPoint .  
	Student had little to no eye contact with audience or stayed focused on one person.
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