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Screen Preparation & Exposure 

Answer Questions and complete the definitions

Introduction

Step 1: Degreasing

Vocabulary

Degreasing:

Pinhole:

Questions:

1. What is the purpose of “degreasing” a screen?

2. At what point in the screen-printing process should a screen be degreased?

3. What problems could occur if a screen is not rinsed properly after degreasing?

4. What problems could occur if the screen is stored in a dusty place after degreasing?

5. True of False – the screen must be kept damp after degreasing.

Step 2: Mixing Emulsion

Vocabulary

Diazo:

Photosensitive:

Emulsion Base:

Questions 

1. Which two compounds are mixed together to make the emulsion?

2. What property of the emulsion makes it useful for screen-printing?

3. How can you tell when the emulsion is thoroughly mixed?

4. Why should the lights be turned down when mixing the emulsion?

5. What would happen to the emulsion if you left the lid off for a long period of time?

Step 3: Applying Emulsion

Vocabulary

Emulsion Scoop Coater:

Image Area:

Contact Side:

Squeegee:

Questions 

1. What is the contact side of the screen?

2. What could cause an uneven application of emulsion on the screen?

3. Why should the lights be turned down when coating a screen?

4. Which side of the screen should be coated first?

5. True or False – any extra emulsion should be discarded.

Step 4: Pre-Press Image Alignment

Vocabulary

Film Positive:

Line Up:

Image Area:

Questions

1. True or False - When positioning the film positives on the screen, the lights should be turned down.

2. What is our main goal in aligning positive film on a coated screen?

3. When printing, what could cause colors to be in the wrong place?

4. True or False – the exposure calculator helps determine the proper exposure time for a screen.

5. Where on the screen should the exposure calculator?

Step 5: Exposing the Screen

Vocabulary

Bleeder Cord:

Exposure:

Undercutting:

Questions 

1. How does the exposure unit create an image on the screen?

2. When you examine a finished screen, you notice a number of holes in the emulsion. What could case this?

3. Why does the film positive need to be held tightly against the screen?

4. True or False – when setting the screen on the exposure unit, the film positive should be against the glass.

5. How does the exposure indicate that it is time to open the lid?

Step 6: Washout

Vocabulary

Washout:

Scumming:

Questions 

1. What does washing out do to the screen?

2. When screen-printing, you notice that the ink is not going through part of the open area on the screen. What could cause this?

3. True or False – any exposure can be used, as long as the screen is exposed to ultraviolet light.

4. What care should you take when blotting a screen after the wash out process?

5.  If you exposed a screen and the emulsion is coming off during the wash-out process, what do you need to do with your exposure time?
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