Screen Printing Notes

Advantages of Screen Printing
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1.  Low Capital Investment

2.  Ease of operation/simple to do

3.  Ability to print glitter, puff ink and specialty inks 

4.  Versatility of substrates on which to print

5.  Strength and durability of ink because of ink film thickness

Disadvantages of Screen Printing[image: image3.wmf] [image: image4.wmf]
1.  Poor ink mileage

2.  Inability to print fine detail compared to other processes

3.  Extended drying time with certain types of ink

4.  Slow production rate

Printing Production

IMAGE PREPARATION

1.  Thumbnail sketches

2.  Rough layout

3.  Comprehensive layout

4.  Final printout from Illustrator

5.  Print vellum on laser printer and spray with clear plastic spray
SCREEN PREPARATION

1.  ABRADE or ROUGHEN screen if brand new fabric on the frame

2.  If screen has already been used, DEGREASE screen

3.  Let it Dry

4.  Screen gets Coated with Emulsion (your instructor will do this)

5.  Let it Dry

6.  EXPOSE screen with vellum/positive

7.  WASH OUT IMAGE (sink) with gentle spray

8.  BLOW OUT AROUND IMAGE AREA (air pressure)

9.  Let it Dry

10.  TAPE OUT SCREEN

11.  BLOCKOUT pinholes if necessary
Printing Terms: Flood Stroke, print stroke, platen, plastisol ink, squeegee, adhesive spray, double image, screen wash, blockout, registration/register, ER-35.

