Critique Guidelines

Follow these basic guidelines in your design critiques of each assigned design.

1. Describe the design.
Describe the attributes of the image. Identify how the image is used (e.g., a website, a poster, a brochure, etc.). Discuss color, typefaces, image treatment, etc. This part of the critique should be a factual description of the visual features in clear, simple terms.

2. Identify which elements and principles are used.
Discuss design elements (e.g., line, shape, etc.) and principles (e.g., contrast, repetition, etc.). Multiple elements and principles will usually be present.

3. Identify the emotional qualities conveyed.
This refers to the overall "feeling(s)" that the design suggests. The feeling(s) might be explicit or subtle—or both. There might be one direct emotional quality or many subtle qualities working together within the design. This part of the critique will be influenced by personal interpretation. 

4. Identify what works and what does not work in the design.
Evaluate your responses and analyze the pros and cons of the design as a whole. Support your analysis with information learned about proper use of design principles.

