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The use of Roman Numerals is a common occurrence in the medical field, especially for drugs and solutions. However, there are times when medical coders will need to interpret physician use of Roman Numerals.  The following shows Arabic Numerals and their Roman Numeral equivalents. It is important that the medical coder learn the rules and interpretation of these.

	Arabic numbers
	Roman numerals
	Arabic numbers
	Roman numerals

	1
	I
	10
	X

	2
	II
	20
	XX

	3
	III
	30
	XXX

	4
	IV
	40
	XL

	5
	V
	50
	L

	6
	VI
	100
	C

	7
	VII
	500
	D

	8
	VIII
	1000
	M

	9
	IX
	
	


Key numerals are I, V, X, L, C, D, and M. With these numerals, any numbers can be formed. Some of the rules to the use of the numerals are as follows:

1. No more than three of any one numeral can be used to represent a number

a. EX: the number 3 is represented as III 

2. If the numeral for a smaller number is used after the numeral for a larger number, all of the numbers are added together.

a. EX: VII = 5 + 2 = 7

b. EX: XI = 30 + 1 = 31

3. If the numeral for a smaller number is used before of the numeral for a larger number, the smaller number is subtracted from the larger number

a. EX: IX = I before the 10 = 10-1 = 9

b. EX: DM = 500 before the 1000 = 1000-500 = 500
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