Defining Integumentary Terms

Answer Key

Using your knowledge of medical terminology, define the following pathology, diagnostic and therapeutic medical terms related to the Integumentary System.

1. Albino – genetic condition in which person is unable to make melanin. Characterized by white hair and skin
2. Alopecia – absence or loss of hair, especially of the head
3. Cicatrix – a scar
4. Comedone –collection of hardened sebum in hair follicle, a blackhead
5. Cyanosis – bluish tint to the skin caused by deoxygenated blood
6. Decubitus ulcer – open sore caused by pressure over bony prominence cutting off the blood flow to the overlying skin, a bedsore.
7. Depigmentation – loss of normal skin color or pigment
8. Dermatologist –specialist in the study of the Integumentary system and its disorders 
9. Diaphoresis – profuse sweating
10. Ecchymosis – skin discoloration caused by blood collecting under the skin following blunt trauma, a bruise.
11. Erythema – redness or flushing of the skin
12. Hemangioma –benign tumor of dilated blood vessels
13. Hirsutism – excessive hair growth over the body
14. Hyperpigmentation  - abnormal amount of pigment in the skin
15. Hyperemia  - redness of the skin due to excessive blood flow
16. Keloid – formation of a raised and thickened hypertrophic scar after an injury or surgery
17. Keratosis  - skin condition with an overgrowth and thickening of the epidermis
18. Nevus  - pigmented congenital skin blemish, birthmark or mole
19. Pediculosis - infestation with lice.  The eggs laid by the lice are called nits and cling tightly to the hair
20. Petechiae  - pinpoint purple or red spots from minute hemorrhages under the skin
21. Photosensitivity  - condition in which the skin reacts abnormally when exposed to light
22. Polyp - small tumor with a pedicle or stem attachment.  Commonly found in mucous membranes
23. Pruritis – severe itching
24. Purpura – hemorrhage into the skin due to fragile blood vessels, commonly seen in elderly_

25. Purulent –containing or producing pus
26. Suppurative – containing or producing pus
27. Urticaria – hives; a skin eruption of pale reddish wheals with severe itching often associated with allergies
28. Verruca  - warts; benign growth cause by a virus with a rough surface
29. Vitiligo - disappearance of pigment from the skin in patches, causing a milk-white appearance. Also called leukoderma.
30. Cellulitis – a diffuse acute infection and inflammation of the skin
