Vocabulary Glossary
1. Bioengineering: Applying engineering principles and techniques to problems in medicine and biology
2. Biofuel: Fuel produced from renewable biological resources
3. Bioinformatics: Use of computer science, mathematics, and information theory to model and analyze biological systems
4. Biotechnology: Use of living organisms or other biological systems in the manufacture of drugs, other products, or environmental management
5. Bt Corn: Corn that has been genetically modified so it is resistant to certain pests
6. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Branch of the U.S. Public Health Service that investigates and controls contagious diseases in the nation
7. Clinical Trial: Scientifically controlled study of the safety and effectiveness of a drug or vaccine using human subjects who agreed to be tested
8. Cloning: Creating a copy of an organism that is genetically identical to the original
9. DNA: The main component of chromosomes and the material that transfers genetic characteristics in all life-forms
10. DNA Fingerprinting: Using DNA to identify an individual
11. Efficacy: Effectiveness in producing a desired effect
12. Food and Drug Administration: Division of the Department of Health and Human Services that protects the public against impure and unsafe foods, drugs and cosmetics
13. Gene: Basic physical unit of heredity
14. Genentech: A biotechnology company which is considered the founder of the industry
15. Gene Therapy: Transplanting genes into human cells to cure a disease caused by a genetic defect
16. Genetically Modified Organism: An organism whose genetic characteristics have been altered with genetic engineering
17. Human Genome Project: Federally funded U.S. project to identify the genes and the entire sequence of DNA that makes up the human genome
18. Monsanto: An agricultural biotechnology company best known for Round-UP Ready crops and pesticides
19. National Institutes of Health: U.S. government agency which conducts and supports medical research
20. Patent: A government license that gives the holder exclusive rights to a process, design, or new invention for a designated period of time
21. Plasmid: A segment of DNA found in bacteria and yeast that is not part of the chromosome but still can replicate
22. Quality Control: Maintenance of standards of quality in manufactured goods
23. Recombinant DNA: DNA in which one or more segments or genes have been inserted, resulting in a new genetic combination
24. Research & Development: Two closely related processes by which new products and new forms of old products are created
25. Round-UP Ready Crops: Crops which are resistant to the effects of the herbicide Round-UP, which can therefore be sprayed on an entire field without killing crops
26. Stem Cell: A cell that can differentiate into specialized cells
27. Transgenic: Containing genes transferred from another species 
28. Vaccine: A weakened or killed pathogen that stimulates antibody production against the pathogen
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