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HS-IHS-8,9 Legal and Ethical Responsibilities

1. Define the following terms:

a. Legal

b. Civil law

c. Criminal law

d. Torts

e. Malpractice

f. Negligence

g. Assault and battery

h. Informed consent

i. Invasion of privacy

j. False imprisonment

k. Abuse

l. Defamation

m. Slander

n. Libel

o. Contract

p. Implied consent

q. Expressed consent

r. Legal disability

s. Agent

t. Privileged communications

u. Health care records

v. Ethics

w. Confidentiality

x. Patients rights

y. Advanced directives

z. Living will

aa. Durable Power of Attorney

ab. Patient Self-Determination Act

2. Which type of law mainly affects healthcare?

3. What are 3 examples of criminal law that are seen in health care?

4. The most common types of torts include:

a. _____________________:  commonly called “professional negligence” or the failure of a professional to use the degree of skill expected in that person’s profession which results in an injury or damage to someone receiving care.

b. _____________________: failure to give care that is normally expected of a person in a particular situation that results in injury to someone else.

c. _____________________: a threat or attempt to injure and unlawful touching of another person without consent.  Patient’s must give ___________ for any care given and they have the __________ to refuse any type of treatment.  If a person refuses treatment they must have informed of all possible risks in terms they can understand.  Patient’s have the right to refuse treatment at any time, therefore, all procedures must be explained prior to performing them.  This is called _______________________________.

d. ________________________________:  or the unnecessary exposure of a patient or revealing information about a patient without permission.  

e. __________________:  or care that results in physical harm, pain or mental anguish.  List the 4 different types and an example of each.

i. List some of the signs that may indicate patients have been abused:

ii. Healthcare workers are required to report any __________ and ________________  of abuse.

f. ____________________ which occurs when false statements are made.  Slander occurs if false information is ______________; libel occurs if false statements are _________________.

5. Contract laws also affect health care workers.  Most contracts have 3 parts.

a. A surgical permit is an example o which type of contract?

b. Any person who enters into a contract must be free of ___________ _________________. Name 4 examples of “legal disability”.

c. How can a contract be breached?

d. What must be used when explaining procedures to non-English speaking patient’s?                                              Why?

6. What comprises privileged communications?

7. What information is exempt from privileged communications?

8. Who owns a patient’s health care record?

9. How should health care records be destroyed?

10. A set of principals related to what is morally right is called ________________.

11. What has created many ethical difficulties in the healthcare profession?

12. A legal violation can occur if a patient suffered _______________ or _____________ damage as a result of information being shared with someone else.  Information obtained from a patient should be considered ______________________________.

13. Standards of care that a patient can expect to receive from a healthcare agency are called __________________________________________________.  

14. List the 6 things a patient can expect from the “Patient  Care Partnership” (formerly Patient’s Bill of Rights”)
15. List the 10 parts of the “Resident’s Bill of Rights”

16. What is the difference between the “Patient Care Partnership” (Patient’s Bill of Rights) and the “Resident’s Bill of Rights”?
17. Legal documents that allow a person to state their wishes concerning medical treatment if they are unable to express their wishes are called _________________________________.

18. Name the 2 main types of directives and give a description of each:

19. In 1990, a federal law mandated 6 requirements of all health care facilities receiving federal aid.  What was the law called?                                                                                      

List the 6 requirements:

20. Whose responsibility is it to understand the legal and ethical implications in any health career field?

Where can that information be found?

