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In Patient Care

(Beginning Procedure Actions and Procedure Completion Actions)

Your textbook may have its own version of the tasks that should be performed prior to and after care of any patient.  Here are the common tasks that a nursing assistant should carry out:

Beginning Procedures:

· Wash hands

· Assemble equipment and supplies

· Knock prior to entering room

· Introduce yourself and identify the resident/patient/client

· Handle visitors as appropriate

· Provide privacy

· Explain procedure and answer questions

· Allow independence as possible

· Raise the bed to comfortable working height

· Lower side rail on side you are working

· Position resident/patient/client for the procedure (Ask for help as needed)

· Drape the patient

· Set up the equipment for the procedure

· Carry out precaution gowning and gloving as indicated

· Use standard precautions when in contact with blood, body fluids, mucous membrane or non-intact skin

Ending Procedures or Procedure Completion Actions and Final Checkpoint

· Remove any PPE used, gloves, etc.

· Position the patient for comfort

· Replace the bed linens and remove any drapes used in the procedure

· Return bed to lowest position

· Elevate the side rails before leaving room as indicated

· Place signal cord/call button, telephone, and assessable water in reach of patient

· Do a general safety check of the patient and the area

· Open privacy curtains

· Remove and discard PPE, according to facility policy

· Take care of equipment following facility policy

· Wash you HANDS

· Let visitors know when they may reenter the room

· Report completion of tasks

· Document action and your observation
