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PATHWAY:  
Homeland Security and Emergency Services

COURSE:  

Emergency Services
UNIT 1: 

PS-HSES-1 Introduction to the Public Safety System
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Annotation: 
This unit covers the basic structure and function of the Public Safety System. The Fire Department and sub-divisions are summarized; Law Enforcement and sub-divisions are summarized. Home fire safety is discussed in detail.

Grade(s): 

	
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
10 Hours 
Author: 
Curt Harrell
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided appropriately. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation. Many students (both with and without disabilities) who struggle with reading may benefit from the use of text reading software or other technological aids to provide access to printed materials. Many of these are available at little or no cost on the internet.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-HSES-1. Students will describe the public safety system. 
a. Compare federal, state, and local homeland security departments. 

b. Analyze law enforcement and protective service agencies. 

c. Describe the relationship between the fire department, emergency medical service, and rescue organizations. 

d. Compare paid vs. volunteer agencies. 

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12LSV1 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and  group verbal 
interactions. 

ELA10RC2 The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all 

subject areas. 
SSWH20 The student will examine change and continuity in the world since the 1960s. 
SSCG16 
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the federal 

judiciary. 
SSCG15 
The student will explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the 

federal bureaucracy. All GPS listed here should by covered by this unit.
[image: image3.png]% UNDERSTANDINGS & GOALS





Enduring Understandings: 
This section will provide students with a general overview of the public safety system. The lessons will discuss the duties and responsibilities of law enforcement, the fire department and emergency services and how they work both independently and together.
Essential Questions: 

•
How has public safety changed since 9/11?

•
What roles do the fire and police department play when responding to a critical incident?

•
What type and number of hours of training does a public safety employee receive? 

•
How do local, state and federal public safety agencies work together during a critical incident?

•
What are the differences between police officers and deputy sheriffs? 

· What preparations and precautions can you take in your home to prevent and respond to fires?
Knowledge from this Unit:  

Students will be able to:
· Describe the specialized units within the public safety system.

•
Identify the basic safeguards in dealing with a structure fire.


•
Explain the role of Homeland Security when dealing with local critical incidents.

· Compare and contrast volunteer versus paid units.

· Relate how civilian education helps public safety workers do their jobs.
.
Skills from this Unit:  

Students will:
•
Evaluate a public safety scenario and determine the best response. 
•
Use terminology appropriately.
•
Diagram and explain an escape plan for their home.

• 
List a minimum of 5 safety features within their school.
[image: image4.jpg]% ASSESSMENTS




Assessment Method Type: 
	X
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	X
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Introduction to the Public Safety System Pre-Test
Introduction to the Public Safety System Pre-Test Key

Introduction to the Public Safety System Post-Test

Introduction to the Public Safety System Pre-Test Key
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•
LESSON 1:  Introduction to Public Safety

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.     

PS-HSES-1. Students will describe the public safety system. 
a. Compare federal, state, and local homeland security departments. 

b. Analyze law enforcement and protective service agencies. 

c. Describe the relationship between the fire department, emergency medical service, and rescue organizations. 

d. Compare paid vs. volunteer agencies. 
2.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

•
How do local, state and federal public safety agencies work together during a critical incident?
•
What are the differences between police officers and deputy sheriffs? 
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.
	Police Officer
	Deputy Sheriff
	First Responder

	Fire Fighter
	GEMA
	Paramedics

	Hazmat
	K9
	Critical Incident

	Uniform Patrol
	Detective
	C.S.I.

	S.W.A.T.
	Cyber Security
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental set

•
Ask the students if they know someone who works in public safety. Also ask the students why someone would enter the public safety field.
5.
Introduce the assignments for the course. Remind the students of the benefits of taking notes and              asking questions on topics when they are unclear. 

6.
Hand out pre-test. Review the test after the students have completed the test.
7.
Use Introduction to the Public Safety System Teacher’s Guide as a guide.
•
LESSON 2:  Overview of Public Safety Departments 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•
How has public safety changed since 9/11?

•
What roles do the fire and police department play when responding to a critical incident?

•
What type and number of hours of training does a public safety employee receive? 

•
How do local, state and federal public safety agencies work together during a critical incident?
2.
Lecture using the Introduction to Public Safety PowerPoint. Review afterwards and encourage students to ask questions about the material.
3. 
Allow each student to pick a specialized division of public safety that interests them. Have them conduct additional research on their activities, organization, training, equipment, etc., and write this up in a one-page report.
•
LESSON 3: Law Enforcement

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
What roles do the fire and police department play when responding to a critical incident?

•
What are the differences between police officers and deputy sheriffs?

2.
Lecture using the Law Enforcement PowerPoint.

3.
Have a guest instructor from the local police department speak to the students. Have the students prepare questions for the speaker. Encourage the speaker to bring classroom-safe equipment for the students to see and examine; for example, a police cruiser, SWAT gear, etc. Ask the guest for information that is key to learning standards, such as how local, state, and federal departments differ.
•
LESSON 4: Fire Departments

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
What roles do the fire and police department play when responding to a critical incident?
· What preparations and precautions can you take in your home to prevent and respond to fires?
2.
Lecture using the Fire Departments PowerPoint, the Home Escape PowerPoint, and the Fire Alarms PowerPoint.

3.
Have a guest instructor from the local fire department speak to the students. Have the students prepare questions for the speaker. Encourage the speaker to bring classroom-safe equipment for the students to see and examine; for example, a fire truck, fire-resistant clothing, air tanks, etc. Ask the guest for information that is key to learning standards, such as the relationship between the fire department, emergency medical services, and rescue organizations.
•
LESSON 5:  Emergency Medical Services

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
What type and number of hours of training does a public safety employee receive?

•
How do local, state and federal public safety agencies work together during a critical incident?
2.
Lecture using the Emergency Medical Services PowerPoint.

3.
Have a guest instructor from local EMS speak to the students. Have the students prepare questions for the speaker. Encourage the speaker to bring classroom-safe equipment for the students to see and examine; for example, an ambulance or a professional first aid kit. Ask the guest for information that is key to learning standards, such as the relationship between the fire department, emergency medical services, and rescue organizations.

•
LESSON 6:  Homeland Security

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
How has public safety changed since 9/11?

•
How do local, state and federal public safety agencies work together during a critical incident?
2.
Lecture using the Homeland Security PowerPoint.

3.
Use the last slide of the above power point to start the discussion on the events of 9-11. If you would prefer find a documentary or video of everything that happened that day. Make sure students understand the severity of the terror attacks of September 11, 2001. Students should understand that the U.S. will never be the same. Use FAQ About 9/11 Handout as a guide.
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS
Introduction to Public Safety PowerPoint
Introduction to the Public Safety System Teacher’s Guide

Law Enforcement PowerPoint

Fire Departments PowerPoint

Home Escape PowerPoint

Fire Alarms PowerPoint

Emergency Medical Services PowerPoint
Homeland Security PowerPoint

Homeland Security Career Cluster Diagram 
FAQ About 9/11 Handout

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

Arrange for guest speakers well in advance; speakers may not be able to attend on short notice.
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Table Top Exercise 
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
When first responders and emergency services organizations want to simulate a disaster scenario without doing a full-scale drill, they conduct a table-top scenario. Small groups are given a scenario and asked to determine what actions they would take in the given situation. The moderator (in this case the teacher) then informs them of how the situation unfolds as a consequence of their actions and the conditions of the scenario. Generally, the situation escalates as it progresses, challenging participants to become more resourceful and think of creative solutions or compromises.

In this scenario, each group will be playing the role of a fire department responding to a fire at an apartment building. The occupants of one apartment are trapped and cannot evacuate. Provide the students of a map of the apartment building and the apartment in question; ask them what steps they would take to evacuate the apartment, what routes the search and rescue team should take, what difficulties they should expect, possible alternative solutions in the event that the situation escalates, etc. For more information about table top scenarios in general, see the Table Top Scenario Examples link under Web Resources.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Table Top Scenario Rubric
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Web Resources:
•
http://www.dhs.gov/index.shtm - Department of Homeland Security
•
http://gbi.georgia.gov - Georgia Bureau of Investigation
•
http://www.ems.gov/ - The Federal Interagency Committee for Emergency Medical Services
•
http://www.atlantaga.gov/Government/Fire.aspx - The City of Atlanta Department of Fire Rescue
· CSO article about running table top scenarios, with examples


http://www.csoonline.com/article/221132/tabletop-exercises-three-sample-scenarios
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computer with Internet Access
•      Projection Equipment
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	x
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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