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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Homeland Security and Emergency Services

COURSE:  

Emergency Services
UNIT 11: 

PS_HSES_11 Emergency Prevention and Preparedness
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Annotation: 
The activities and assignments in this unit allow for each student to have an active role in the classroom.  Through classroom interaction with fellow students, as well as outside assignments, each student will take ownership in their work.  This will help them understand the importance of being prepared in the event of an actual emergency.

   
Grade(s):  

	
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	x
	12th


Time:  
10 Hours 
Author: 
Richard Parham

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided appropriately. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation. Many students (both with and without disabilities) who struggle with reading may benefit from the use of text reading software or other technological aids to provide access to printed materials. Many of these are available at little or no cost on the internet.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-HSES-15: Students will recommend improvements to community prevention and preparedness 
                       plans. 
a. Analyze emergency plans for government and private sector. 

b. Explore fire prevention training. 

c. List contents of emergency and disaster supply kits. 

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12C1 The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. 
ELA10RC2 The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas. 
ELA10RC3 The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.
[image: image3.png]% UNDERSTANDINGS & GOALS





Enduring Understandings: 
A community’s ability to prevent emergencies or to be prepared in the event of an emergency will require the cooperation of all the stakeholders in the community. This unit will allow students to better understand how to prepare and react to a disaster, making them better members of the community they live in. 
Essential Questions: 
· How can we plan for emergencies in our community?
· How can we prevent fires in our homes, schools, and businesses?

· Why is it important to be ready for an emergency?

· What is necessary to be prepared for a disaster? 
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to: 
· Describe what emergency plans are in place for their school and community.
· List fire prevention techniques. 
· Explain the significance of fire prevention. 
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will: 
· Formulate an emergency escape plan for their households. 

· Establish an emergency and disaster supply kit for their home.

· Inform others of emergency escape plans

· Participate in emergency escape drills both at home and at school
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

_x_ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	x__ Student/teacher conferences

__ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions

__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
NONE
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•
LESSON 1:  INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNITY PREVENTION AND PREPAREDNESS PLANS

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.     

PS-HSES-15: Students will recommend improvements to community prevention 
and preparedness plans. 
a. Analyze emergency plans for government and private sector. 

b. Explore fire prevention training. 

c. List contents of emergency and disaster supply kits. 
2.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How can we plan for emergencies in our community?
· How can we prevent fires in our homes, schools, and businesses?

· Why is it important to be ready for an emergency?

· What is necessary to be prepared for a disaster? 
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall. Refer to the Emergency Prevention Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide for definitions. 

	Emergency
	Disaster
	Extinguish

	Succumb
	Smolder
	Poisonous

	Flammable
	
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental set.

If you have had a significant emergency in your area, open this lesson with a Question & Answer session on that event.    If not, check the internet for news coverage of a serious emergency (tornado, severe weather, large fire, etc.)  Show the video coverage of the event.  Facilitate a Question & Answer session about the incident (based on the news coverage.) 

5. Have the students think about the types of problems a disastrous event would create for the community.  Next, have the students move into groups of 4-5 students and each group will discuss their ideas and write a list of the most significant problems. Have them make these problems as specific as they can i.e. no electricity or no phone service as opposed to “no utilities”.  This will give them more opportunities to problem solve multiple issues.

6. Facilitate a class discussion on the problems each group listed.  Make a master list of the top ten problems from all of the groups.  Each student should copy the master list and for each problem, they are to write a brief statement on how they feel the local government could work to be prepared.  Ask for random volunteers to share their opinion.

•
LESSON 2: Exploring Fire Prevention Training 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How can we plan for emergencies in our community?
· How can we prevent fires in our homes, schools, and businesses?

2. Open this lesson by asking students to think of things they have heard about preventing fires.  Have them write 4-5 ideas down on paper.  Next, divide the class into groups of 3-5 (depending on class size) and have the groups share their ideas and make a list of the five most common ways to prevent fires.  Facilitate a class discussion on the groups’ findings, and have the class decide the five most important.  

3. Choose five students and have them write the five fire prevention ideas on a piece of paper (one per student).  Post the ideas in your classroom as a reminder of their ideas as you continue with the lesson.

4. Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.  Give your students an assignment to locate information on fire prevention (from a credible resource).  Using the information, have them create a pamphlet or brochure about fire prevention. (This can be for home or schools).  It would be a good idea to have students create the pamphlet as though they are going to present it to an elementary school or a day care/nursery.  
5. Project Presentation:  If you choose, you can have all students do a brief presentation on their pamphlet or you can ask for volunteers to present their work.

6. Guest Speaker:  Invite someone from your Fire Department to come speak on fire prevention.  Most fire departments are always eager to come and usually they will bring a fire truck so students can take a close look at the equipment. 

7. Have each student conduct a fire safety prevention and response plan for their home.  The first thing they

will do is draw a layout of their home.  This should include a separate drawing for each individual floor, and every room on each floor.  Once they have drawn the layout, have them discuss the layout with their family and develop an escape plan for each room; in the event of a fire.  They should draw the actual escape plan on their layout. 

8. Next, I have them locate any flammable liquids stored in the house.  Using another color, have them label the drawing to show the location of the flammables.  

9. They will finish the project by locating all safety devices (smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, etc) and showing their location on the drawing.
•
LESSON 3:  Emergency and Disaster Supply Kits

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· Why is it important to be ready for an emergency?

· What is necessary to be prepared for a disaster? 
2. Lead a class discussion on their ideas, writing the most common responses on the board as a master list 

for the class.  Now have each student brainstorm what things their family would need to endure three or four days without “normal” necessities (electricity, telephone, water, etc.)   Make a list of the things they students feel they would need.

3. Give each student a copy of the Emergency Checklist Handout to take home. They will do inventory at their house and see how well prepared their families are for a disaster. The following website has a lot of information and checklists that are necessary for emergency situations: http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit. 

4. If possible, have a disaster kit on display for the students to see. Go over everything in the kit so that students know what everything is for. This will help them know better how to prepare a disaster kit for their homes.  

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS


Emergency Prevention Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide

Emergency Checklist Handout
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

Some of the lessons require the use of a computer lab. Be sure to reserve the necessary space for that lesson in advance. 

It is a good idea to have someone from a local fire department come speak with the class about fire safety. Be sure to arrange this in advance. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  

Guest Speaker Questions
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 

Invite someone from your community to come speak about emergency preparedness.  This could be someone from the fire department or your emergency management agency.  It would be a great benefit to them if you give them some background on the unit.  They can prepare a little better for their visit if they know what has been discussed prior to them speaking.

Have students prepare questions that they may have about fire preparedness in advance. Have them turn in the questions to the teacher ahead of time for a grade. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 

NONE
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Web Resources:
· http://www.nfpa.org/index.asp  

· http://www.usfa.fema.gov/ 

Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computer with Internet Access 

· Projection Equipment
21st Century Technology Used: 
	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	x
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	x
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	x
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	
	Website
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