Organization & Structure of Fire Services Vocabulary-Teacher Reference 

Unity of Command— The concept by which each person within an organization reports to one and only one designated person.

Discipline— The practice of training people to obey rules or a code of behavior, using punishment to correct disobedience.

Apparatus—The equipment needed for a particular activity or purpose.

Incident—A definite and separate occurrence; an event.

Fire Hose—A large hose that carries water from a fire hydrant to the site of the fire.

Platform—A horizontal surface raised above the level of the adjacent area, as a stage for public speaking or a landing alongside railroad tracks.

Span of Control—The number of subordinates that a manager or supervisor can directly control. This number varies with the type of work

Engine Company—Any fire vehicle providing specified pump, water, hose, and a minimum of three firefighters.

SOP or SOG -- Standard operating procedure or guideline—Rules for the operation of a fire department. For example: how to respond to various types of emergencies, training requirements, use of protective equipment, radio procedures.
**Note:  "procedures" are specific, whereas "guidelines" are generally less detailed.

Logistics—The detailed management of an intricate operation involving many people, facilities, or supplies.

Fire Buckets—A fire sand bucket or fire bucket is a steel bucket filled with sand which is used to put out fires.
Hydrant—An upright water pipe, esp. one in a street, with a nozzle to which a fire hose can be attached.

Division of Labor—A process in which a group of works are each assigned a specialized task; increases efficiency.

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)—An international Fire safety organization.

Battalion— A large body of organized troops.

Aerial—  Existing, happening, or operating in the air.
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