Firefighting Equipment Terms and Definitions.

A
· Adapter: plumbing accessories for connecting hoses and pipes of incompatible diameter, thread, or gender. 
· Aerial Ladder: Permanently mounted power operated ladders with at least two sections and at least 50 ft total length.
· Attack hose: Fire hose used to apply water or other fire fighting agent directly to a fire or burning substance. 
B

· Bed Section: the non-extending section of an extension ladder.

C

· Combination nozzle: A low pressure Fog Nozzle that can be adjusted to produce a near straight stream.
D

· Delivery: Term for any hose that conveys water to a fire e.g., each outlet from a fire appliance supplies a delivery with water.

· Double Female Adaptor: fire hose adapter for connecting two “male” couplings together.
· Double Male Adaptor: fire hose adapter with two “male” connectors back-to-back; used for connecting two “female” couplings together.

E

· Extension Ladder: A 20–60 foot ladder with one or more movable sections that extend beyond a base section, typically using a halyard rope and pulley mechanism for lifting and locking cams to latch the moving sections at a selected height.

F
· Fog Nozzle: A nozzle that discharges water in small droplets. The droplets are unable to travel very far, but absorb heat very quickly because of the high surface area they present.

G

· Green line: a garden hose.

· Ground ladder: A portable ladder designed to rest on the ground. 

H
· Halyard: utility rope for raising or lowering moving parts of extension ladder.
· Hook: forged steel hook at end of insulated pole of varying lengths; used for piercing and pulling building materials away from walls and ceilings. 

· Hose: flexible conduit for moving liquids under pressure.
· Hose coupling: rigid interlocking end-pieces on fire hose; used for connecting hose to hydrants or fire engine pumps and other hose appliances 
· Hose wrench: tool for holding hose couplings against opposite turning forces 
I
· Intake: Part of pump where water enters when pump forms partial vacuum.

L

· Ladder Pipe: Nozzle attached to an aerial ladder and used to direct heavy stream from advantageous height.

· Life Safety Line: A rope used where its failure could result in serious injury; a rope used for connecting a firefighter/rescuer to a fixed anchor point or to another person.
N

· Nozzle: A device attached to the end of a fire hose that directs, shapes, and regulates the flow of the water or fire fighting agent pumped into the hose. May have a control valve. 

· Nozzle tip: Portion of a fire hose that forms the fire stream as it leaves the hose. Can be solid, fog, or other specialty nozzle
P
· Penetrator Nozzle: A long narrow nozzle with a hardened steel tip designed to be forced through a wall or other obstruction to deliver water to a fire on the other side when other modes of access aren't possible or carry an unacceptable degree of risk. 

· Pipeman: The firefighter who is on the nozzle attacking the fire.

· Pompier Ladder: A style of ladder that is also known as a "Scaling Ladder". It is used to climb from one window to another. It differs from other ladders in that it does not rest on the ground it instead uses a large hook at the top to attach to a window sill. The word "Pompier" is French for fireman.

· Pony Section: A shorter length of fire hose, especially large diameter hose, used to connect an apparatus to a hydrant or another apparatus.

R

· Relief valve: A valve set to open at a specified pressure so as to not exceed safe operating pressure in hoses or pumps.

· Roof ladder: A single-section ladder with hooks on one end. The hooks are put over the ridge or peak of a roof to hold the ladder in place.

S

· Siamese: Valve used to bring two smaller lines together into one larger line.
T
· Turntable: rotating base of an aerial ladder that permits the ladder to be elevated and extended in any direction from a fixed location.

U
· Utility rope: A rope not designed or maintained for life safety purposes.

V
· Valve: mechanical means for stopping and starting flow in a conduit.
W
· Water curtain nozzle: A nozzle designed to throw a fan of water droplets to form a curtain.
· Wye: hose coupling for splitting one line into two or more outlets.  Not to be confused with a Siamese which is used to bring two smaller lines together into one.

[image: image1.png]c|TlAlE







[image: image1.png]