Fire Facts
Major causes of fire
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Cooking fires are the #1 cause of home* fires and home fire injuries. Two-thirds (66%) of home cooking fire started with the ignition of food or other cooking materials. 

  Facts & figures
· Cooking equipment fires are the leading cause of home structure fires and associated civilian injuries. These fires accounted for 42% of all reported home structure fires and 37% of home civilian injuries.

· Cooking equipment was involved in two of every five (42%) reported home fires.

· Unattended cooking was by far the leading contributing factor in these fires. 

· Clothing was the item first ignited in less than 1% of these fires, but these incidents accounted 14% of the cooking fire deaths.

· Ranges accounted for the largest share (58%) of home cooking fire incidents. Ovens accounted for 16%.

· Three of every five (58%) reported non-fatal home cooking fire injuries occurred when the victims tried to fight the fire themselves.

· Frying poses the greatest risk of fire.

· Thanksgiving is the peak day for home cooking fires.

· Careless smoking is the leading cause of fire deaths.

· Heating is the second leading cause of fire deaths.

· Arson is the third leading cause of fire deaths.

Risk

· The elderly and 5 and under are most at risk to become victims of fire deaths.

· Men are more likely than women to be injured in fires.  This is because most men will go back in the house to try to save family members or belongings.
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