Fire Prevention Vocabulary Words

1.  Branch Lines - The smallest pipes of a sprinkler system on which the individual sprinkler heads are mounted.

2.  Infrared flame detectors – Flame detectors that operate in extreme environmental conditions.

3.  Combination flame detectors – Alarm devices that can detect abnormal conditions by several means.

4.  Encrustation - The buildup of chemical deposits and biological growth on the inside walls of a water pipe, reducing the inside diameter of the pipe.
5.  Distributor Pipes – Piping located inside a building.
6.  Crossmains – Pipes that supply the branch lines from the main riser.  They are slightly smaller than the riser but are larger than the branch lines.
7.  Gravity system – A water supply system that uses only gravity to move water.

8.  Head pressure – The height of the surface of the water supply above the discharge 

orifice is equal to 0.0434 pound per square inch (psi) per foot of elevation.

9.  Combination system – A water supply system that uses mechanical pumps and gravity to supply operating pressure for moving water.


10.  Indicating valve – A valve that can be visually inspected to determine whether it is open or closed.

Fire Prevention/Building Structure Vocabulary Words
1.  Friction loss – Pressure loss caused by turbulence as water flows through a conduit.

2.  Flow pressure – The pressure created by the forward velocity of a fluid at the 

discharge orifice.

3.  Compressive Force – A load that causes structural elements to shorten.

4.  Compressive Stress – The stress applied to materials that results in their decrease in volume.

5.  Load-Bearing – A component of a structure that is designed to bear the weight of the structure and loads and transmit this weight to the foundation.

6.  Occupancy – General term for how a building structure or home will be used and what it will contain

7.  Tensile Stress – Stress in a structure that tends to pull it apart.

8.  Compressive Stress – The stress applied to materials that results in their decrease in volume.

9.  Dead-Load – The structure and any equipment that are permanently attached to the building


10.  Spalling – The process in which parts of a concrete structure break or chip off when the structure is exposed to extreme heat.
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