Pharmacology Unit Exam 
Name: 

1. Pharmacology is defined as the:

A. study of cells and tissues.

B. study of drugs and medications.

C. effects of medications in the lungs.

D. distribution of drugs to the body’s tissues.
2. Which of the following statements regarding medications is FALSE?

A. Many medications are known by different names.

B. Some medications affect more than one body system.

C. Over-the-counter drugs must be prescribed by a physician.

D. EMTs should ask about any herbal remedies or vitamins that the patient may be taking.
3. Which of the following routes of medication administration has the fastest effect?

A. Oral

B. Intravenous

C. Subcutaneous

D. Intramuscular
4. When administered to a patient, a metered-dose inhaler will:

A. deliver the same dose each time it is administered.

B. be ineffective when given to patients with asthma.

C. deliver a different dose each time it is administered.

D. be delivered to the lungs over a period of 6 to 8 hours.

5. You are managing a 62-year-old woman who is complaining of crushing chest pain. Her blood pressure is 84/64 mm Hg and her heart rate is 110 beats/min. Medical control advises you to assist her in taking her prescribed nitroglycerin. After receiving this order, you should:

A. reassess the patient’s heart rate and then assist with the nitroglycerin.

B. repeat the patient’s blood pressure to the physician and confirm the order.

C. wait 10 minutes, reassess the blood pressure, and then give the nitroglycerin.

D. administer the nitroglycerin to the patient and then reassess her blood pressure.

6. Activated charcoal is indicated for patients who have ingested certain drugs and toxins because it: 

A. acts as a direct reversal agent for most medications.

B. induces vomiting before the chemical can be digested.

C. detoxifies the drug before it can cause harm to the patient.

D. binds to chemicals in the stomach and delays absorption.
7. With regard to pharmacology, the term “action” refers to the:

A. ability of a drug to cause harm.

B. ability of a drug to produce side effects.

C. amount of time it will take the drug to work.

D. expected effect of a drug on the patient’s body.
8. Which of the following patients is the BEST candidate for oral glucose?

A. Conscious patient who is showing signs of hypoglycemia

B. Unconscious diabetic with a documented low blood sugar

C. Conscious diabetic patient suspected of being hyperglycemic

D. Semiconscious patient with signs and symptoms of low blood sugar

9. Epinephrine is given to patients with anaphylactic shock because of its effects of: 

A. bronchodilation and vasodilation.

B. bronchodilation and vasoconstriction.

C. vasodilation and bronchoconstriction.


D.
bronchoconstriction and vasoconstric
10. The process by which medications travel through body tissues until they reach the bloodstream is called: 

A. adsorption.

B. onset of action. 

C. absorption.

D. transformation. 

