Incident Command System

Unit Terminology

1. Accountability - The obligation of an individual or organization to account for its activities, accept responsibility for them, and to disclose the results in a transparent manner: responsibility to someone or for some action;

2. Chain of Command - An orderly line of authority within the ranks of the organization, with lower levels subordinate to, and connected to, higher levels.

3. Compliance - A state of being in accordance with established guidelines, specifications, or legislation or the process of becoming so.

4. Delegation of Authority - The action by which a commander assigns part of his or her authority commensurate with the assigned task to a subordinate

5. Implementation - The carrying out, execution, or practice of a plan, a method, or any design for doing something
6. Incident Command - The nationally-used, standardized on-scene emergency management concept specifically designed to allow users to adopt an integrated organizational structure equal to the complexity and demands of single or multiple incidents without being hindered by jurisdictional boundaries.

7. Management - The conducting or supervising of something; the collective body of those who manage or direct an enterprise 

8. Organization - An administrative and functional structure

9. Span of Control - The number of individuals or resources that one supervisor can manage effectively during emergency response incidents or special events

10. Unity of Command - Every individual is accountable to only one designated supervisor to whom they report at the scene of an incident.
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