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PATHWAY:  
Homeland Security and Emergency Services

COURSE:  

Homeland Security
UNIT 1: 

PS-HS-1 Career Opportunities in Homeland Security
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Annotation: 
This unit includes activities to enhance and increase the student’s understanding of the careers available in Homeland Security, along with the skills, experience and education needed to obtain positions in this field. The unit includes a career investigation and report on various careers in the field. 

Grade(s):  
	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
10 Hours 

Author: 
Lynn Miller
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided appropriately. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation. Many students (both with and without disabilities) who struggle with reading may benefit from the use of text reading software or other technological aids to provide access to printed materials. Many of these are available at little or no cost on the internet.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
 PS-HS-1: Students will explore the different careers available in the field of Homeland Security. 
a. Identify major career options within the Homeland Security field. 

b. Compare educational requirements. 

c. Investigate personal preferences for careers. 

d. Demonstrate understanding of a personal secondary and post-secondary plan. 

GPS Academic Standards:
 ELA12LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions. 
ELA10RC2 The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas. 
ELA10RC3 The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly. 
SSCG21 The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SSCG22 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process. 
SB2 Students will analyze how biological traits are passed on to successive generations.
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Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand how to investigate the various careers in Homeland Security and the educational requirements for each of the different careers. Students will know how to make a plan to obtain a job in Homeland Security and how to apply for these jobs. 
Essential Questions: 
•
What jobs are available within the Homeland Security field?

•
What are the requirements for jobs within Homeland Security?

•
How can a person plan for and obtain a job within Homeland Security?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
•
Identify different careers within Homeland Security.
•
Recognize qualifications and requirements for careers within Homeland Security.
•
Plan and apply for jobs within Homeland Security.

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:
•
Utilize the internet to investigate careers in Homeland Security.
•
Compare different educational requirements for careers in Homeland Security.

•
Accurately complete career applications and career assessments.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	X
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	X
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

_x Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences

__ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions

__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	X
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
• Careers in Homeland Security Pre-test
• Careers in Homeland Security Pre-test Key

• Careers in Homeland Security Post-Test

• Careers in Homeland Security Post-Test key
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•
LESSON 1:  Discovering Careers in Homeland Security 

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.     

PS-HS-1. Students will explore the different careers available in the field of Homeland Security. 
a. Identify major career options within the Homeland Security field. 

b. Compare educational requirements. 

c. Investigate personal preferences for careers. 

d. Demonstrate understanding of a personal secondary and post-secondary plan. 
2.
Distribute the Careers in Homeland Security Pre-test.  Allow students a few minutes to complete the pre-test.
3.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

•
What jobs are available within the Homeland Security field?

4.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Use the Homeland Security Vocabulary-Teacher Notes 
	Homeland Security
	Mission Support Careers
	Law Enforcement Careers

	Immigration and Travel Security Careers
	Prevention and Response Careers
	Cyber  Security

	Contract Specialist
	Office of General Counsel
	FEMA

	GEMA
	
	


5.
Interest approach – Mental set 

Give students a word picture of a disaster. You may want to describe events regarding the Oklahoma Federal Building Bombing, the DC Sniper, or September 11.  After giving students this word picture (a brief video clip would suffice as well), ask students: 

• Who do they think responded to the aftermath of these events?  


• Could anything be done to prevent similar events in the future?

• Who do they think would be responsible for preventing and responding to future events?

• What kind of jobs do they think would be required to provide for the safety of American citizens?

Allow students a few minutes to respond to these questions. Tell students the Department of Homeland Security is the Federal Agency responsible for the security of all Americans.
6.
Go to http://www.dhs.gov/xabout/careers/content_multi_image_0014.shtm and play the 3 minute video on Careers in Homeland Security. Review the Department of Homeland Security website with students, showing them how to find information on the site relative to the various careers available within Homeland Security at the federal level.  
7.
Explain to students that there are essentially 3 levels or opportunities for employment within Homeland Security which are federal, state, local. In addition to the federal level, every state has its own agencies responsible for homeland security as does each locality/municipality.  Have students fill out the Homeland Security Graphic Organizer as the class discusses the different jurisdictions within Homeland Security. Use the Homeland Security Jurisdictions-Teacher Notes to assist in breaking down the careers. 
8.
Summary: Ask if students would be interested in working in an area that is responsible for preventing and responding to future potential events that place citizens in harms way.  Ask a few students to explain what makes them interested in work in this area.
•
LESSON 2:  Is There a Job for Me in Homeland Security? 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•
What are the requirements for jobs within Homeland Security?

•
How can a person plan for and obtain a job within Homeland Security?
2.
Have students use the computers to complete the career aptitude test at http://www.whatcareerisrightforme.com/career-aptitude-test.php. This will help students learn about themselves and which careers would best suit them.  
3. 
After completing the aptitude test, have students learn more information about the careers they are best suited for by clicking on the various links.  Additional information provided by the links include: expected education, required skills, job outlook, salaries, etc. Have the students write a brief summary on whether or not they agree with the results from the test and why. gacollege411.org a good source for multiple career interest inventories and provides additional information about specific careers.
•
LESSON 3:  Career Project Research and Preparation

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

•
What jobs are available within the Homeland Security field?

•
What are the requirements for jobs within Homeland Security?

•
How can a person plan for and obtain a job within Homeland Security?
2.
Pass out the Homeland Security Career Research Project Handout.  Review the project guide with students. Give students the opportunity to ask questions about the project.  Tell students the project will consist of three separate grades: the research, the paper, and the presentation. For the presentation they will need to dress appropriately for the position including ID badges, business cards, etc.  Of course, NO weapons of ANY KIND. 
3.
Have students use the internet to conduct their research and make notes for their project. Assist the students while researching. 
•
LESSON 4:  Homeland Security Guest Speaker. 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What jobs are available within the Homeland Security field?

· What are the requirements for jobs within Homeland Security?

· How can a person plan for and obtain a job within Homeland Security?

2.
Contact and schedule a guest speaker from your local emergency management office or contact GEMA. Your local emergency management officer or a GEMA representative can discuss the jobs available within Homeland Security, the requirements for employment, as well as advise interested students in the things they can do now while in high school in order to plan for a job in Homeland Security.
3.
Have students take notes during the guest speaker’s presentation and write a one page essay using the Homeland Security Guest Speaker Essay Handout about what they learned from the guest speaker.

•
LESSON 5:  Understanding a Personal, Post-Secondary Plan. 

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom.

· How can a person plan for and obtain a job within Homeland Security?
2. Lead a general discussion on the differences in experience requirements and educational requirements depending on the career of choice.  Explain how the students should begin making a “Roadmap” on which to travel to reach the destination of their chosen career.  Using the career each student feels best suits them after the aptitude test, have students fill out the Career Roadmap Handout. Explain to the students that the course they take will depend on their own career goal.

3. Through a discussion, help the students to create the roadmap. Begin with the first choice after graduation: work, military, or college.

· Work/Military, great way to create experience.

· Technical College: 2 year programs, wide availability and much more cost effective than a 4 year program. Offer diploma and certificate. Can use as a bridge to a 4 year college program. The teacher should provide information on the local Technical College.
· College: 4 year programs, students earn a degree in fields such as Criminal Justice, Nursing, Business, Engineering, and Education. The main 4 year colleges in Georgia are University of Georgia, Georgia Tech, Georgia State, University of West Georgia, Georgia Southern, and Kennesaw State University. Many Federal and State Law Enforcement jobs require a 4 year degree.

· Discuss with the students that some careers require additional education beyond a 4 year degree: these include law school, medical school, a Masters degree, and a Ph.D.

· Discuss personal choices and how they would affect possible future employment. 

4. 
Have the student use the “roadmap” to make a personal plan to obtain their chosen career. After completing the Career Roadmap Handout, have the student write a one page paper describing their specific plan (use actual colleges and degree sought) in their paper. Make sure they understand there are many routes to get to the desired goal.
LESSON 6:  Career Project Presentations. 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What jobs are available within the Homeland Security field?

· What are the requirements for jobs within Homeland Security?

· How can a person plan for and obtain a job within Homeland Security?

       2.      Have students turn in their Homeland Security Career Research Project Handout.
3. 
While students are presenting their project, grade them using the Career Presentation Rubric. 
LESSON 7:  Post Test. 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•
What jobs are available within the Homeland Security field?

•
What are the requirements for jobs within Homeland Security?

•
How can a person plan for and obtain a job within Homeland Security?

2.
Have students review the defined vocabulary words and Homeland Security Graphic Organizer to review.
3.
Give each student the Careers in Homeland Security Post-Test to assess their improvement.  
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS


• Homeland Security Graphic Organizer

• Homeland Security Vocabulary-Teacher Notes

• Homeland Security Jurisdictions-Teacher Notes
• Homeland Security Career Research Project Handout
• Homeland Security Guest Speaker Essay Handout
• Career Roadmap Handout
• Career Presentation Rubric
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

• Upon completion of this lesson, the student should understand the importance of career choices, and how the level of experience and education will vary depending on the career choice that is made.  The student should be able to understand how to obtain the post secondary education needed for the desired career.
• For viewing the video clip in Lesson 1, you can download RealPlayer and actually download and save the clip to your computer or jump drive.
• This unit involves a couple of lessons involved around computer time. If you don’t have enough computers in class, be sure to reserve the computer lab in advance. 

• If you want to have a GEMA representative as the guest speaker for Lesson 4, you will need to contact them many weeks in advance.  

• You may want to give students a clear indication of what your expectations are regarding the PowerPoint presentation (i.e. the 7X7 rule: no more than 7 words per bullet point and no more than 7 lines per slide).  Students tend to like to put paragraphs on slides.  They need encouragement and guidance on how to prepare a professional PowerPoint presentation.  
•The presentations may take 2 days depending on how many students are in the class.  You may want to invite parents and administrators to come watch the presentations.

• Some parts of this unit were taken from the CTAE Resource Network, Law, Community Response, & Policing Unit 1:  Career Unit.
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Homeland Security Careers Review Journal
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 

The student will submit a journal for review by the teacher. The journal will contain their thoughts and understanding in comparing the different types of Homeland Security jobs. The journal will also include their reflections on the type of career that may be of interest to them based on an interest inventory. Finally, the journal will include a post-secondary educational plan for the individual student and any obstacles they may encounter or will need to overcome while trying to reach their goal. 
Attachments for Culminating Unit Performance Task: 
Journal Grading Rubric
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Web Resources:
•  http://www.dhs.gov/xabout/careers/content_multi_image_0014.shtm
· http://www.GAcollege411.com

•  http://www.whatcareerisrightforme.com/career-aptitude-test-results.php?id=347052
Materials & Equipment: 
• Computer with Internet access
• Projection Equipment

• Pens

• Paper

• PowerPoint
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	X
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	X
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
	
	


Government and Public Safety








PAGE  
	CTAE Resource Network
	Homeland Security • Grades 9-12 • Unit 1
	Page 7 of 7



