Vocabulary Terrorism Teacher Guide

Asymmetric Warfare – Conflict in which a much weaker opponent takes on a stronger opponent by refusing to confront the stronger opponent head on.

Bioterrorism – Involves such biological weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) as anthrax, botulism and smallpox to cause fear in a population.

Contagion Effect – Medical coverage of terrorism inspires more terrorism.

Cyberterrorism – terrorism that initiates or threatens to initiate the exploitation of or attack on computerized information systems

Eco-Terrorism – Terrorism aimed at inflicting economic damage on those who profit from the destruction of the natural environment.


Interoperability – The capacity of various telecommunications and computer devices to “talk” to each other.

Jihad – A holy war
Sleeper Cell -  a group of terrorist who blend into a community.

Terrorism – The use of force or violence against persons or property in violation of the criminal laws of the United States for purposes of intimidation, coercion or ransom.

Counterterrorism – The response to terrorism and efforts to stop it.

International Terrorism – Acts of terrorism committed by citizens of another nation.

Domestic Terrorism – Acts of terrorism committed by citizens of the country being terrorized.

State-sponsored terrorism – International terrorist threats instigated and sponsored by certain nations, such as Afghanistan under the Taliban-led government

Terrorists – People who violence and fear in an effort to panic or punish groups, institutions, or countries that they perceive as perpetrating social injustice.

Social Injustice – The state in which citizens of a legitimate government are powerless and oppressed
Informal Sanctions – Social norms that are enforced through the social forces of the family, school, government, and religion

Social Norms – The expected normative behavior in a society.

Formal Sanctions – Social norms enforced thought the laws of the criminal justice system. 

System of social control – A social system designed to maintain order and regulate interactions.

Order Maintenance – a system of maintaining the day-to-day life of ordinary citizens, a primary goal of the criminal justice system
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