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PATHWAY:  
Homeland Security and Emergency Services

COURSE:  

Homeland Security
UNIT 7: 

PS_HS_7 Community Preparation for Terrorism
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Annotation: 
Students will create a terrorism preparedness awareness plan for their community.  They will be able to identify reliable sources of information and dissemination in the event of a terrorist attack.  In addition, students will compare and contrast the community preparation for natural emergencies with that of terrorism.

Grade(s):  

	
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
20 Hours 

Author: 
Amanda Pugh

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided appropriately. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation. Many students (both with and without disabilities) who struggle with reading may benefit from the use of text reading software or other technological aids to provide access to printed materials. Many of these are available at little or no cost on the internet.
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GPS Focus Standards: 

PS-HS-7:  Students will create terrorism preparedness awareness plan for their community.
a. Identify credible sources for terrorism preparedness information.

b. Describe methods of information dissemination to the public and to corporate and governmental organizations.

c. Judge the effectiveness of various channels for information and training dissemination.

d. Recommend improvements in current methods of information collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information.

e. Compare and differentiate between community preparedness for natural emergencies and disasters with community preparation for terrorism.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12LSV1   The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.

ELA10RC2     The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA10RC3     The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.

SSCG17          The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of state and local government described in the Georgia Constitution.

SSCG18          The student will demonstrate knowledge of the powers of Georgia’s state and local governments.
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Enduring Understandings: 
Students will gain an understanding of how to best prepare their communities and families for both natural emergencies and terrorism disasters. 

Essential Questions: 
· Why are there various credible sources for terrorism preparedness information?

· How effective are the current channels for providing information and training in natural emergencies?

· How effective are the current channels for providing information and training in terrorism disasters? 

•      What improvements can be made for the collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information?

•      What are the potential natural emergencies for your community and the state of Georgia?
•      Why is it important for communities to have natural emergency plans? 

· How can communities best prepare for a terrorist disaster? 

· What are the major differences between a natural emergency and a terrorism disaster? 

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to: 

•      Identify credible sources for terrorism preparedness information.

•      Describe methods information is disseminated to the public and to Corporate and governmental organizations.
· Explain the necessary steps needed to prepare their communities for a variety of emergency situations. 

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will: 

•      Create a plan for community preparedness for natural disasters in their community.

•      Construct a plan for community preparedness for terrorism for their community community.

· Generate a checklist for an emergency kit for their households. 
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	X__ Quizzes/Tests

_X_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	X
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	X
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

_X_ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	X
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences

X_ Partner and small group discussions

_X_ Whole group discussions

__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	x
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Terrorism Preparation Unit Test 

Terrorism Preparation Unit Test Key 

Terrorism Vocabulary Quiz 

Terrorism Vocabulary Quiz Key 

Types of Terrorism Vocabulary Quiz 

Types of Terrorism Vocabulary Quiz Key 
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•
LESSON 1:  INTRODUCTION TO TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.     


PS-HS-7:  Students will create terrorism preparedness Awareness plan for their community.
a. Identify credible sources for terrorism preparedness information.

b. Describe methods of information dissemination to the public and to corporate and governmental organizations.

c. Judge the effectiveness of various channels for information and training dissemination.

d. Recommend improvements in current methods of information collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information.

e. Compare and differentiate between community preparedness for natural emergencies and disasters with community preparation for terrorism.

2.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•      Why are there various credible sources for terrorism preparedness information?

· How is the effectiveness of the current channels for information and training in natural emergencies?

· How is the effectiveness of the current channels for information and training in terrorism disasters? 

•      What improvements can be made for the collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information?

•      What are the potential natural emergencies for your community and the state of Georgia?
•      Why is it important for communities to have natural emergency plans? 

· How can communities best prepare for a terrorist disaster? 

· What are the major differences between a natural emergency and a terrorism disaster? 

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.  Refer to the Terrorism Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide for definitions. 
	Counterterrorism
	Terrorism
	Ecoterrorism

	Sleeper Cell
	Jihad
	Formal Sanctions

	Interoperability
	Cyberterrorism
	Asymmetric warfare

	Bioterrorism
	Contagion effect
	Social Injustice

	Terrorists
	State-Sponsored Terrorism
	Domestic Terrorism

	International Terrorism
	System of social control
	Informal Sanctions

	Social Norms
	Order Maintenance
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental Set

Discuss any recent natural emergencies in your area such as flooding, tornados and hurricanes.  Have students begin thinking about natural emergencies versus acts of terrorism in their community.  What are the threats for Georgia?  What about other states that you may have other family members in?
5. Have students read the FEMA Blog Handout. Students should begin to think of a family plan in case of emergencies.  After students are focused on their family, now relate this plan to your community.  Students should also become familiar with sources of information.  What would they do in case of a power failure?  What would happen if cell phones would not work?  What would happen if they computers went down?  Challenge students to not use their cell phones, except to call their parents for 24 hours. 
•
LESSON 2:  Terrorism Preparedness Sources for Federal

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

•      Why are there various credible sources for terrorism preparedness information?
2. Define the terrorism vocabulary words using Terrorism Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide with the class. Have students make flashcards for each word. This will be a good study resource for their future quiz. 

3. Give each student a copy of the Acronym Worksheet. Allow them time in a computer lab to research the acronyms. Further instructions are on the worksheet. Use the Acronym Worksheet Key for grading. 
4. Pass out the FEMA Scavenger Hunt Worksheet. This will help students become familiar with the FEMA Website. Use the FEMA Scavenger Hunt Worksheet Key for grading. 

5. Summary of lesson:  Students should be familiar with the credible federal sources for terrorism preparedness information.
•
LESSON 3:  Terrorism Preparedness Sources for State

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•      Why are there various credible sources for terrorism preparedness information?
•      What are the potential natural emergencies for your community and the state of Georgia?
2. Discuss the importance of knowing the state sources for terrorism preparedness.  Citizens should become familiar with the various risks for their state.  

3. Give each student a copy of the GEMA Scavenger Hunt Worksheet. This will help students become familiar with the GEMA Website. 
4. Discuss that students may be traveling to another state for vacation or they may have family members that live in other states.  It is important that everyone becomes familiar with community emergency website information for all states.  If time permits, assign each student a different state to research sources of terrorism preparedness for that state using the following link: http://www.dhs.gov/xgovt .  

5. You could invite a GEMA representative to your class as a guest speaker.  You can use the following link to find the contact information: www.gema.ga.gov 
6. Summary of Lesson:  Students are now familiar with state agencies of credible information for terrorism preparedness.  Students are able to navigate the GEMA website and to be familiar with websites for other states for community preparedness.
•
LESSON 4:  Terrorism Preparedness Sources for Local 

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•      Why are there various credible sources for terrorism preparedness information?
2. Students should become familiar with their local CERT or Citizens Corp. Students can access the various CERT teams in the state to see which of the surrounding counties would help if your county became hard hit by using the following link: http://www.citizencorps.gov/ .  Since each county has set up their own website, the information may vary between counties.  Students should become familiar with local training and events.  Some counties have TEEN CERT programs. 

3. Have students write a summary of their research and what they have discovered about their local CERT or citizens Corp. 

4. If your county has a CERT program, you could have various CERT members come in as guest speakers to discuss the emergency plan for your community. Be sure to contact them in advance to set up a time that they can come and speak to your class. 

5.  Summary of Lesson.  Students should be aware of the local community planning for terrorism or natural emergencies.  

•
LESSON 5:  Information Dissemination to the Public

1. Review GPS and essential questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•      What improvements can be made for the collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information?

2. Have students can go to the following site:  www.ready.ga.gov .  On this site, go to the corporate/business, on pages 52-56 there is a survey for threats. Students should complete this assessment. This will enlighten them as to what they feel are the stronger threats to their community.

3. Now that you know how students feel about the likeliness of terrorist events, discuss the likeliness of natural emergencies.  Discuss how information is disseminated in both natural emergencies and potential terrorism disasters.  What are the most likely sources of information?  What are the most reliable sources?  Where do you get the most reliable information for weather?  Discuss that after the September 11th attacks that the news continually announced possible threats. This is a good time to discuss the codes of threat. Code red, blue, yellow, etc.  You can also discuss the dissemination of information about the possible threats at the turn of the century.  At the end of 1999,  the public had been told that computers would be affected, banks would not be able to keep up with money, people needed to plan ahead in buying paper products, like toilet paper, and water and non perishable foods.  People stocked up on necessity products, took money from their bank accounts and took precautions with their computers, but then, nothing happened!

4. Have a class discussion evaluating why the media informs the public of possible threats.  How does this help the public prepare?
5. Summary of Lesson:  Students will be made aware of the importance of the methods of information dissemination to the public.  They will also be able to understand the importance of receiving reliable information in order to prepare for emergency situations.  

•
LESSON 6:  Information Dissemination to Corporate and Governmental Agencies

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•      What improvements can be made for the collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information?

2.     Explain the importance of corporate and governmental organizations to receive different dissemination information.  How is the corporate world different?  How would they be able to help control some of the after effects?  You can go back to the issue in the previous lesson about 1999, why would banks, stores and other agencies be affected differently. 

3. Discuss with the class what would happen if all cell phone towers went out.  How would communication be affected?

4. The following link: http://www.ready.ga.gov/Your-Business  is a 57-page document that you can print out or allow students to get information straight from the site.  There are some great charts in this document that you could incorporate into other lessons in this unit.   
5. Another website that you can access is www.fema.gov  and click on the Terrorism link. This link will take you to another page, and then click on the business icon. This will give you many ideas and plans that you can use to inform students how to prepare a business for emergency situations.
6. This lesson is good to have the students take the Terrorism Vocabulary Quiz. Use the Terrorism Vocabulary Quiz Key for grading. 

7. Summary:  Students will be aware of the information dissemination to corporate organizations.   They will be able to assess the different planning involved in corporate organization than that of the general public.

•
LESSON 7:  Effectiveness of Channels for Information in Natural Emergencies

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How is the effectiveness of the current channels for information and training in natural emergencies?

2. Discuss as a class the methods of citizens receiving information and training for natural emergencies.  Discuss the role that media plays in community preparation and training.  
3. Discuss Hurricane Katrina.  Students could research current articles regarding Hurricane Katrina. See Hurricane Katrina Teacher’s Notes for a list of possible topics to be discussed in learning about channels of information in natural emergencies.
4. Summary of Lesson:  Students should be able to recognize the role that channels of information play in preparing for natural emergencies.  Additionally, students should be able to recognize the significance that Hurricane Katrina played in community preparedness and government response to natural disasters.
•
LESSON 8:  Evaluation of Training Dissemination in Natural Emergencies

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How effective are the current channels for providing information and training in natural emergencies? 
2. Have students complete the Natural Emergencies Chart Worksheet. Suggested topics are listed at the bottom of the handout. You can add your own or have students address specific events in your community.  The “What” on the chart should be the natural disaster, the “So What” should be what happened and the “Now What” should be improvements that need to be made for future information dissemination or response.

3. Once students have completed the worksheet discuss as a class what they filled in on their charts. Make sure to encourage students to speak up and share what they wrote. 

4. Summary of Lesson:  Students will be able to use their knowledge of past events to be able to suggest new methods of information dissemination or response in natural disasters.

•
LESSON 9: Effectiveness of Channels for Information for Terrorism

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How effective are the current channels for providing information and training in terrorism disasters?

2.    Discuss the methods of citizens receiving information and training for terrorist attacks.  Discuss the role that media plays in community information based on past events.  

3.     A good movie to have students watch would be United 93. Be sure to follow any school procedures concerning movie watching before showing the film to the class. 

•
LESSON 10:  Evaluation of Training Dissemination for Terrorism

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How effective are the current channels for providing information and training in terrorism disasters?

        2.      Discuss as a class the changes that have occurred in airport security since the event of 9/11. 

3.     Explain the complications of various law enforcement agencies responding to the World Trade Center and using different Ten Codes and the problem with communication at that point.  You can also explain the health risks in responding to the attack site for public safety due to lack of training. (Major problems were building collapse and lung disease from not wearing masks).

 4.   For this lesson, you can access the FEMA website and go to the terrorism link to show students how information would be disseminated.  You can mention that the information is disseminated to the public, local public safety, corporations and governments, which will be covered in another lesson.

5.     Summary of Lesson.  Students should be able to judge the effectives of the various channels for information and training dissemination for terrorist disasters.  Additionally, they will be able to identify what we learned from the September 11th terrorist attacks.

•
LESSON 11: Collection of Terrorism Information 

1. Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•      What improvements can be made for the collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information?

2. Discuss how information on terrorist attacks is categorized.  Students should be made aware of the various types of terrorist attacks.  The different types of terrorism can be found in the Terrorism Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide.
3. Have students work in pairs to research different terrorist disasters. You could assign each pair a specific occurrence and then have them share their research with the class. 
4. Students should assess some of the current terrorist attacks and report whether they were made aware of the events.  How accurate is the reporting?  What constitutes an action being declared a terrorist event?  Have them write a summary of their experience of learning about a terrorist disaster. This can be used for a homework assignment or participation grade. 
5. Summary of Lesson:  Students will assess the collection of terrorism information.  They will be made aware of terrorist events in the United States.

•
LESSON 12:  Improvements for Dissemination of Information 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•      What improvements can be made for the collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information?

2.    Based on the previous two lessons, students should recommend a list of improvements in the current methods of information collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness.  Each student should first write down 2 improvements. Then divide students into groups of 4 to combine and discuss their suggestions. Then put 2 groups together to compile their ideas. Finally, you can list the suggestions as a class.

3. Summary of Lesson:  Students are now able to recommend improvements to information collection and dissemination of terrorism preparedness information.
•
LESSON 13:  Community Preparedness for Natural Emergencies 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•      What are the potential natural emergencies for your community and the state of Georgia?
2.    Give the students a copy of the Natural Emergencies Web Worksheet and have them list as many potential natural emergencies for their community as they can.  Use the Natural Emergencies Web Worksheet Key for answers to help guide class discussion. 

3.     For the state of Georgia, the most common types of natural emergencies are tornados, hurricanes, flooding, snow or ice related weather, and potential drought.  You can look at the evacuation plans that are listed for some areas. Use the following link: http://www.gema.ga.gov  and click the preparedness icon.  This will link you to various forms and types of management for Georgia. 

4. Provide each student with a copy of the Family Emergency Plan Handout. Have them take the plan home and fill it out with their families. This is just a good thing for each household to have in the case of a natural emergency. 
5. Divide students into pairs or groups of 3-4 to explain the current procedures and preparedness for each of the natural emergencies that you discussed in the previous lesson.  Each group should also list at least 3 additions or revisions to the current procedure.  
6. Summary: Students will be aware of the potential natural emergencies in their area.  By completing the Family Emergency Plan, students will become aware of being prepared in the event of an emergency.  
•
LESSON 14:  Community Preparedness for Terrorism 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How can communities best prepare for a terrorist disaster? 

2. Give students the Types of Terrorism Vocabulary Quiz at this time. Use the Types of Terrorism Vocabulary Quiz Key for grading. 

3. Pass out a copy of the Terrorist Disasters Web Worksheet and have them list as many potential terrorist disasters that they could possibly face in their community as they can.  You may have to give them some hints (bombings, cyberterrorism). Discuss the disasters that students have listed and use the Terrorist Disasters Web Worksheet Key for grading and class discussion. 

4. Students should become familiar with potential threats of terrorism for Georgia. The threats should include the nuclear plants, the CDC, threats to water and power plants.  
5. Show students the Ready Kit Checklist Handout. Discuss the items on the list and ask the class to add any additional items that they can think of that may be beneficial to have in an emergency. 

6. Summary of Lesson.  Students will be able to identify possible disasters created by terrorism in their community.  Additionally, students will be able to identify items needed in a disaster kit.
•
LESSON 15:  Natural Emergencies vs. Terrorism 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are the major differences between a natural emergency and a terrorism disaster? 

2.    Pass out the Venn Diagram Handout and have students identify the types of preparation that can be used for both natural disaster and disasters related to terrorism.  Students can list the differences for each topic on the outside of the diagram.  

3.    Discuss the importance of planning for both natural emergencies and disasters created by terrorism as a class. Be sure to encourage all students to contribute to the discussion. 

4. 
Summary:  Students will be able to compare and contrast the methods for preparing for natural emergencies and disasters with preparation for terrorism.  Students will be able to identify some methods and preparation that are good for citizens and public safety officials in any event.

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS


Terrorism Vocabulary Teacher’s Guide 

Acronyms Worksheet 

Acronyms Worksheet Key 

GEMA Scavenger Hunt Worksheet 

FEMA Scavenger Hunt Worksheet 

FEMA Scavenger Hunt Worksheet Key  

FEMA Blog Handout 

Hurricane Katrina Teacher’s Notes

Natural Emergencies Chart Worksheet 

Natural Emergencies Web Worksheet 

Natural Emergencies Web Worksheet Key 

Family Emergency Plan Handout

Terrorist Disasters Web Worksheet 

Terrorist Disasters Web Worksheet Key 

Ready Kit Checklist Handout 

Venn Diagram Handout

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

This unit can be very overwhelming in the amount of information, sources and websites that you could access in teaching and project ideas.  You should become familiar with the various websites available and determine the amount of time that you can spend on each topic.  You should be able to get copies of some great teaching material from your local CERT program.  They may have videos of the Oklahoma Federal Murrah Bombing; you can purchase or download the 421 minutes that changed America.  The videos contain material that may be sensitive to some students as it is actual footage.  This event happened in 2001, so as time passes your students will not remember this event, except for what they have been told.  A good movie to watch, if your school allows it would be United 93.  For this unit, there are many videos on the www.ready.ga.gov  website and on the FEMA and GEMA websites.  You should be able to download the videos to keep.

A lot of the assignments in the unit will require that students use a computer with Internet access. Be sure to reserve a computer lab or resource lab for the assignments in advance. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Community Preparedness Projects

Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 

Divide students into pairs or groups of 3-4 to explain the current procedures and preparedness for each of the natural emergencies that you discussed in the previous lessons.  Each group should also list at least 3 additions or revisions to the current procedure.  

Students should develop an emergency evacuation plan.  They can also look to resources on the GEMA or FEMA website to get ideas.  You could also have students’ role play or prepare a collage of a preparedness plan for both natural emergencies and terrorist disasters.

Refer to the Natural Emergency Project Rubric and the Terrorist Disaster Project Rubric for further instructions. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 

Natural Emergency Project Rubric 

Terrorist Disaster Project Rubric 
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Web Resources:
· http://www.fema.gov/hazard/terrorism/info.shtm 
· http://www.terrorism-research.com/ 
· http://www.army.mil/terrorism/ 
· http://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/training_downloads.shtm 
· www.citizencorps.gov/cert/ 
· http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/mrc_detailed.shtm 
· http://www.dhs.gov/index.shtm . 

· http://www.dhs.gov/xgovt 
· http://www.gema.ga.gov/ 
· http://www.fema.gov/ 
· www.infoplease.com 
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computers with Internet Access

· Projection Equipment

21st Century Technology Used: 
	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	X
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	X
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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