Usability: Planning a Website Assignment Sheet

For this project you are going to create a plan for a website project.
Optional Activity: Reading

It would be a really good idea before you start a web design plan to read one or more of these articles. Each one is written by professional desingers who want to give you suggestions for improving your site designs.
· Smashing Magazine: 10 Principles of Effective Web Design (http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2008/01/31/10-principles-of-effective-web-design/)

· Smart Webby: Web Design Tips (http://www.smartwebby.com/web_site_design/webdesign_tips.asp)
· Steve Krug: How We Really 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sensible.com/chapter.html" 
Use the Web (http://www.sensible.com/chapter.html)
Step 1: State Site Purpose
Describe the purpose of this website. Stating the site’s purpose will help you create a coherent, unified message for the whole site. You should be able to state this clearly and directly in a single sentence. The purpose statement of a website is equivalent to a topic sentence in a language arts essay. 

Step 2: Identify Target Audience
Describe the intended target audience for this website. The target audience are the people who you think are most likely to want to visit this site. Try to be as specific as possible. This description should be a paragraph (approximately 3-5 sentences). Be sure to include:

· age

· gender (if necessary)

· education level (examples: “high school diploma only,” “college education,” or “education level not relevant”)

· household income (such as “low income,” “medium income,” “high income,” or “income level not relevant”

· hobbies, interests (what kinds of things are the target audience likely to be interested in?)
Step 3: Describe Color Scheme
Describe the color scheme of this website. Start with describing the main color, which is the dominant color that will stand out on each page. The main color is the first thing a user should notice on a page. Main colors might be used as background colors, navigation colors, or text colors. Next describe the support color. This color supports the primary color and is the second thing users will notice on a page.  Support colors might be used in some of these ways: a link color, a background to a division, as a button color,  or as a border color. The third color is your highlight color. This color is for adding little visual touches to the web page. Highlight colors might be used for bullets, for links, for rollover effects, or for table borders. A color scheme might include additional colors besides these three, so feel free to create more complex themes. There are many excellent websites that will help you pick a color scheme. Be sure to write down the hexadecimal (hex) code for the colors you choose. Feel free to use your favorite website, but each of the following is highly recommended:
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· Adobe Kuler (http://kuler.adobe.com/)

· Color Scheme Designer (http://colorschemedesigner.com/)

· ColorJack (http://www.colorjack.com/)

What to write:

· write down the hex values for your main, support, and highlight colors

· optional: write down a few more hex values for other colors that help make your theme

· write a paragraph (3-5 sentences) that describes the following:

· what mood you think your color scheme will create

· why that mood is appropriate for your site’s purpose and target audience

Step 4: Describe Page Layout
Make a few sketches for possible layouts of this website. Show them to other students and the teacher to get feedback as you go. You can use blank paper, graph paper, or the included “Sketch Template” handout. The following websites should help:

· Planning Your Website’s Layout (http://www.easywebtutorials.com/html-tutorial/lessons/layout.html)

· 10 Beautiful Webpage Sketches (http://woorkup.com/2009/12/28/10-beautiful-sketches-for-website-prototypes/)

· The Paper Version of the Web (http://deeplinking.net/paper-web/)

· Sample Page Layouts (http://www.wideopendoors.net/design/sample_webpage_layouts.html)

· MaxDesign CSS Layouts (http://www.maxdesign.com.au/articles/css-layouts/)

· Free Website Templates (http://www.freewebsitetemplates.com/)

Step 5: Describe Navigation Scheme
The navigation scheme is the way people will move through your website. This means the buttons and links users will click on. The navigation scheme should be simple and intuitive so that anybody can learn how to use it quickly. If you create buttons then they should be clearly labeled and should not take up too much of the screen. The buttons should be part of the page design and color scheme—and should go on every page. It’s also recommended that you add breadcrumbs to the header and a text based navigation system in the footer.

What to write:

· names of the buttons you’ll need

· sketch what they should look like

· state whether you will use breadcrumbs

· state whether you will have a secondary navigation system in the footer
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Step 6: Describe Character Plan
Don’t forget about characters (text) as part of your plan. You already know that you can’t dictate a particular font on a web page, because there’s no guarantee that a user will have that font installed on their computer. Instead most web designers use the “font-family” command to specify a list of fonts that they prefer. You also need to decide on your site’s text color scheme. This includes the following: background color, font color, link color, and visited link color. Of course these colors should come from your overall site color scheme. You might even use your main, support, and highlight colors as font colors. In the past there were a small number of web safe colors that web designers had to stick to. But today it’s safe to use any hexadecimal (hex) color. All of the online color websites listed in the color scheme section above provide the hex codes for each color. The following websites should help you sort out what you should put in your font family tag.

· Web Typography (http://www.yourhtmlsource.com/text/webtypography.html)

· Which Font Should I Use? (http://www.thesitewizard.com/webdesign/which-fonts-to-use.shtml) 

· How to Code Font Families (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Font_family_%28HTML%29)

What to write:

· write the HTML code to control the fonts in your website

· here are some examples

· font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif ; (most common combination—uses serif fonts)

· font-family: "Times New Roman", Times, serif ; (second most common combination—uses sans serif fonts)

· write a short description of why you chose those fonts (one sentence)

· write the hexadecimal color code for each of the following in your website

· background color (almost always white: FFFFFF)

· text color (usually black: 000000)

· link color (default is blue: 0000FF

· visited link color (default is purple: 800080)

[image: image3.png]RESOURCE NETWORK.




Designed by Pasha Souvorin for Georgia Peach State Pathway in Advanced Web Design


