Navigation Design: The Good and The Bad

DIRECTIONS:  In a group of 2-3 students, your group will be assigned 1 navigation style (Top Horizontal Bar, Vertical Bar/Sidebar, Tabs, Breadcrumb, Tags, Search, Fly-Out Menu and Drop-Down Menu, Faceted/Guided, or Footer). 

Your group task is to find 2 sites that use the navigation scheme assigned effectively and 2 sites that show poor or inappropriate use of the navigation type. 

Using presentation software, summarize the navigation design assigned to you. 

Include the following slides: 

a.  
Title screen with your assigned navigation design and group member names. 

b.  
Introduction slide

c.  
Describe the navigation scheme

d.  
Explain the common characteristics of the design

e.  
Explain when to use this type of navigation 
f.  
Provide 1st  site that is good example: Provide a screen shot of the site, URL of the site, and 
g.  
On next slide write how the site used the navigation good or bad

h.  
Provide 2nd site that is good example: Provide a screen shot of the site, URL of the site, and 
i.  
On next slide write how the site used the navigation good or bad

j.  
Highlight the drawbacks
k.  
Provide 1st  site that is BAD example: Provide a screen shot of the site, URL of the site, and 
l.  
On next slide write how the site used the navigation good or bad

m. Provide 2nd site that is BAD example: Provide a screen shot of the site, URL of the site, and 
n.  
On next slide write how the site used the navigation good or bad

o.  
Summary slide

Student group should be prepared to present presentation to class and explain navigation type and how used effectively or poorly on site. 

Be sure to follow design elements for a presentation when designing and delivering presentation to class. 

How to do a screen shot: You can “snap” a picture of what’s currently displayed on your monitor, or you can snap a picture of the active window.

1. Open the site or document to you want to “take a picture of”. 

2. Manipulate the view on your monitor until it’s the shot you want to capture. 

3. Find the “Print Screen” key on your keyboard.  Push it.  This causes the monitor picture to be captured as a graphic on your computer’s “Clipboard.”

4. Switch back to your document.  Position the cursor where you want the picture to appear.  

5. Choose Edit/Paste OR right click and choose the Paste option.

6. Your screen shot should appear in the document.

7. Depending on the program, you can edit the screen shot to a certain extent.  If you click on the picture, a border appears around the graphic, signifying that the picture is ready to be edited.  You should be able to resize and re-position the graphic.
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