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Color Principles Terminology Post-Test Answer Key
Directions:  write the term in the blank beside the correct definition for each set of terms and definitions below.

Part 1:  Color Terms

1. Achromatic

2. Analogous Color

3. Brightness

4. Chroma

5. CMYK

6. Color Context

7. Color Harmony

8. Color Scheme

9. Color Theory

10. Color Wheel

	Color Wheel 
	A circular diagram in which primary and usually intermediate colors are arranged sequentially so that related colors are next to each other and complementary colors are opposite.

	Color Scheme 
	A planned combination of colors used in print, web, interior, and fashion design.

	Color Theory
	A set of basic rules for mixing color to achieve a desired result.

	Brightness
	The relative lightness or darkness of a particular color, from black (no brightness) to white (full brightness).

	Analogous Color
	Colors beside each other on the color wheel.  They are compatible with one another. 

	CMYK
	Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, and Black. The subtractive color model used in print design.

	Color Context
	How color behaves in relation to other colors and shapes.

	Achromatic
	Hueless colors such as black, gray, and white.

	Color Harmony
	The art and science of putting together colors in a pleasing manner.

	Chroma 
	The Greek word for color.


Part 2: Color Terms

1. Complementary Color
2. Contrast
3. Cool Colors
4. Hexadecimal Color
5. Hue
6. Luminance
7. Monochromatic Color
8. Neutral Colors
9. Polychrome
10. Primary Color
	Hexadecimal Color
	Web colors written as three sets of numbers. The first set represents the red hue, the second the green hue, and the third the blue.  Also known as web safe colors because they will display on a RGB monitor.

	Contrast
	The perceived difference in a color that occurs when it is surrounded by another color.

	Hue
	The name of the color. Each color on the color wheel.

	Luminance
	The amount of light in a color.

	Primary Color
	Colors that cannot be made from any other color.  Red, yellow, and blue may not be created by mixing other colors. They are mixed with one another to produce other colors.  Mixing equal parts of these colors makes black. 

	Complementary Color 
	Colors that are opposite one on the color wheel. They contrast, enhance, and intensify each other.

	Neutral Color
	Colors not found on the color wheel that defuse and emphasize colors found on the wheel. These colors help to put the focus on other colors or serve to tone down colors that might otherwise be overpowering on their own.  These colors include white, black, gray, silver, and tan.

	Polychrome 
	An object made of many or various colors.

	Monochromatic Color
	All hues of a single color (tints and shades) – adding black and white to a single color.

	Cool Colors 
	A color group associated with blue that includes blue-green, blue-violet, green, yellow-green, and violet. These colors appear to move away in space.


Color Principles Terminology Post-Test

Directions:  write the term in the blank beside the correct definition for each set of terms and definitions below.

Part 3: Color Terms

1. Purity

2. RGB

3. Saturation

4. Secondary Color

5. Shade

6. Tertiary Color

7. Tint

8. Tone

9. Triadic Color

10. Warm Colors
	Shade
	Adding black to a color to make it darker or increasing the amount of black in a color.

	Tint
	Adding white to a color to make it lighter or increasing the amount of white in a color.

	RGB
	An additive color model in which red, green, and blue light are added together in various ways to reproduce a broad array of colors.

	Triadic Color
	Colors that are separated by 120 degrees on the color wheel. (Example red, blue, and yellow or purple, orange, and green).  These colors used together create a high-energy feel.

	Tertiary Color
	Combinations of primary and secondary colors which include the six color combinations of red-orange, yellow-orange, yellow-green, blue-green, blue-violet, and red-violet.

	Saturation
	The amount of pureness and brilliance in a color.  The more we mix color the less pure they become.  

	Purity
	The degree to which a color is free from being mixed with other colors.

	Tone
	The lightness or darkness of a color. It is used to suggest the effect of light and shade and to create the illusion of 3D form. Also known as value.

	Secondary Color
	The result of mixing of two primary colors.  These colors include orange, green, and violet.

	Warm Colors
	Visually and emotionally exciting colors. The red / yellow side of the color wheel is said to be warm, similar to the colors of fire. These colors appear to advance towards you, add energy, and stand out more than other colors when viewed from a distance.


