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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Interior Design

COURSE:  

Foundations of Interior Design
UNIT 1: 

Interior Design Careers 
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Annotation: 
This unit includes lessons on identifying careers in interior design, identifying professional organizations, differentiating between a designer and a decorator, and green design. A career activity, guest speakers, green design activity and video will be used to help students gain knowledge in this area of interior design.

Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  

Nine 50 minute periods
Author: 

Helen Hawver
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
Modified notes and activities are included in this unit.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
FCS-FID-1 
Students will explore and identify career options within the field of interior design.


a) 
Differentiate and discuss the preparation, training, and educational levels of a decorator 
vs. a designer.


b) 
Discuss the importance of professional organizations related to interior design.


c) 
Identify and discuss sustainability issues and environmental issues.


d) 
Identify and discuss various avenues and careers within the fields of professional interior 
design.
GPS Academic Standards:
ELAW3 
The student uses research and technology to support writing.

SEV4 
Students will understand and describe availability, allocation and conservation of energy and other resources.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
NFCS 11.1 
 Analyze career paths within the housing, interiors, and furnishings industry.
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Enduring Understandings: 
•
Students will understand the educational and financial differences of an interior designer and an interior decorator
•
Students will understand how other career and technical areas are related to interior design through an exploration of careers
•
Students will understand why professional organizations are important to a designer/decorators career and reliability 
•
Students will understand why green design is an integral part of today’s energy and resource conscious society 
Essential Questions: 
•
What are the educational and financial differences of a designer verses a decorator?

•
What types of benefits would a professional organization offer to an interior designer and how would 
a designer choose which organizations to belong to?

•
What has caused green design to become so popular and what are some ways that designers can 
incorporate sustainability into design?   
•
What other careers are related to interior design and how do they relate to other career and 
technical areas? 

Knowledge from this Unit: 
Students will be able to: 
•
Explain the difference between a designer and a decorator.
•
Explain why green design has become a popular topic and practice.
•
Determine the purposes of professional organizations.

•
Determine which professional organizations are best for certain designers.
•
Compare and contrast career and technical areas.
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to: 
•
Read and develop a Job Wanted Ad.
•
Search the internet for reputable information.
•
Demonstrate how to reuse everyday materials in designs.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_X_ Quizzes/Tests

_X_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	X
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_X_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

_X_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

_X_ Whole group discussions
_X_ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	X
	Constructed Responses

	
	_X_ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions:
FID_1_Quiz

FID_1_ Assessment 
FID_1_Assessment MODIFIED
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•
LESSON 1: DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN A DESIGNER AND A DECORATOR

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom. 
FCS-FID-1 
Students will explore and identify career options within the field of interior design.


a) 
Differentiate and discuss the preparation, training, and educational levels of a decorator 
vs. a designer.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
What are the educational and financial differences of a designer verses a decorator? Why would 
someone want to choose one over the other?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Interior Designer
	Interior Decorator


4.
Gathering an Understanding
A.
Graffiti Board

a)
Divide the white board into two sections labeled “Design” and “Decorate”
b)
Ask each student to write a word or set of words they feel relates to the title word

i.

For instance, some may write the word “cake” under the “decorate” section (cake decorators) and some may write “fashion” under the “design” category (fashion designer)

c)
After all students have participated, review over the graffiti on your board making comments 
on what is written and linking it back to how each are related to their section.
d)
Students should then see the relation to why we don’t call “fashion designing” “fashion 
decorating”, however, we may call “cake decorating” “cake designing”. In this instance, 
someone may draw up and design the cake, what it will look like, the dimensions, etc., but 
someone else does the actual decorating. 

i.

This is in relation to interior designers and decorators. A decorator can execute designers’ ideas, or a decorator may pick out a lighting fixture, but a designer will be most knowledgeable on where to place it in the room. 
5. 
T-Chart Designer vs. Decorator
A.
Hand out blank T-Charts to all students (see T-Chart Handout)

a)
Using the Internet, access the website: http://www.schools-of-interior-design.com/Interior-Design-vs.-Interior-Decorating.htm
b)
Read with students the differences between a designer and decorator. 

c)
Have students make a comparison on their T-Charts paying special attention to education 
requirements, financial considerations and job descriptions. 
6. 
Interior Design Careers PowerPoint
A.
Review over slides 3 and 4 of attached PowerPoint, making certain to elaborate tasks that each must 
complete.
a)
Ask students to give other examples of tasks that an interior designer and an interior 
decorator would complete.
•
LESSON 2: PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-1 
Students will explore and identify career options within the field of interior design.


b) 
Discuss the importance of professional organizations related to interior design.

2. 
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
•
What types of benefits would a professional organization offer to an interior designer and how would 
a designer choose which organizations to belong to?
3. 
Interior Design Careers PowerPoint
A.
Review with students slides 5-10 of the attached PowerPoint. 

a)
Once a brief overview of the organization is given, its website should be given. Students may 
want to copy the web address down so that they can explore each organization on their own 
time. 

        4. 
Writing Activity

A.
Students will finish one of the following prompts and share their answers with the class:
a) 
I am a college student studying interior design. I would like to join some type of organization 
that will help me with my future plans of one day becoming an interior designer. After 
careful research, I chose…

b)
I am an interior designer dedicated to residential design. I love to keep up with the latest 
trends in the design world and I love to connect with others in my field of work. I am looking 
for a professional organization that can help me do just that. After careful research, I chose…
•
LESSON 3:  GREEN DESIGN

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-1 
Students will explore and identify career options within the field of interior design.


c. Identify and discuss sustainability issues and environmental issues.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

•
What has caused green design to become so popular and what are some ways that designers can 
incorporate sustainability into design?   
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Green Design
	Cradle to Cradle

	Sustainability


4. 
Interior Design Careers PowerPoint
A.
Review over slide 11 of the attached PowerPoint.

a)
Green Design is a new concept of design. Many students are just entering the world of “Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle” and are not familiar with the push to “Go Green”. An extensive amount of 
explaining may be needed in order for students to grasp the concept. Simply looking up 
publications or news stories on this topic may help students better understand the concept. 
      5. 
“That Used to Be What?” Cradle to Cradle Project

A.
Ask students to bring in an empty 2 liter soda bottle or empty milk jug, several magazines and Elmer’s 
Glue or Decoupage Glue.

a)
Students are to use creativity and turn the soda bottle or milk jug into a magazine decoupage 
accessory for the home. 
i.

Most students choose to do vases, piggy banks, kitchen tool holders, napkin holders, 
etc. 
1.
Cut bottle or jug into desired shape
2.
Glue magazine pictures, letters, etc onto bottle or jug to create a collage. Do 
not leave any blank space. 
3.
Let dry
4.
Using decoupage glue or slightly watered down Elmer’s glue brush over entire 
bottle or jug covering all magazine clippings.
5.
Let dry
6.
Finished product is ready to use!
ii.

Ask students to reflect on how “cradle to cradle” design is used in this project. They may also give ideas on what other everyday objects can be turned into accessories for the home. 
iii. 
Finished products can be displayed for the faculty to purchase. All proceeds would benefit FCCLA. 
       6. 
Media 
A.
A&E DVD: House Beautiful: Natural Environments (AAE-75122)

a)
This 50 minute video takes a look at homes that have been built either around natural environments (tree homes), using recycled environments (water tower home and bamboo floors), or have taken environmental issues into consideration. 

b)
Can be purchased on their website for $24.95  
i.
http://shop.history.com/detail.php?p=67239
ii.

The video can also be found on Amazon.com 

c)
After the video, students will write a reflection on which home toured in DVD they would most want to live in. Students will need to give a detailed reason why that home appeals to them and why that aspect of “green design” is appealing to them. 

•
LESSON 4:  CAREERS IN INTERIOR DESIGN 

1. 
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-1
Students will explore and identify career options within the field of interior design.


d. Identify and discuss various avenues and careers within the fields of professional interior design.

2.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

•
What other careers are related to interior design and how do they relate to other career and 
technical areas? 

3.
Review the difference between an interior designer and an interior decorator.
        4.     Interior Design Careers PowerPoint

A. 
Present slides 12 and 13 to students, being certain to elaborate on what each career entails as far as 
education and duty descriptions are concerned. 

•
These slides were paraphrased from chapter 29 in Residential Housing and Interiors. 

B.
Relating Interior Design Careers to A Career and Technical Area

a)
If your school offers Agriculture, ask the Agriculture teacher to come to your class and speak about Landscape Design. This is a great way to link vocational areas as well as encourage students to become interested in non-traditional careers. 

i.
Students who are show genuine interest can fill out an information card that the agriculture teacher can take to the registrar for future enrollment in a landscape design class.
C.
Career Wanted Ad

a)
Refer to slide 14 in the Interior Design Careers PowerPoint
b)
Students will create a “Want Ad” for a career in interior design. They are encouraged to use a career included in the PowerPoint, but are also free to research other careers using the Internet. 

c)
Students will draw their ad on an 8 ½ X 11 piece of card stock, using colored pencils and magazine cutouts. 

d)
Students must use the internet to find the required information:
i.
A complete description of the career

ii.
An estimated salary

iii.
Illustrations either by hand or magazine cutouts that would describe the career

iv.
Explain why this is a popular career to choose
e)
Want ads will be graded using the attached rubric

f)
Final projects will be presented to the class
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
T-Chart Designer vs. Decorator 
• 
Career Want Ad Rubric
•
Interior Design Careers PowerPoint
· Standards
· Word Splash
•
NOTES & REFLECTION

•
This standard includes one of the fastest growing trends in society: green design. The lesson on green design can be edited and elaborated upon to fit your students’ needs. Many Internet websites include information and short videos that can be used in place of the suggested DVD. 
•
It is possible that some of your students’ parents may be interior designers or interior decorators. Utilize your resources and have them come into the classroom to discuss their career. If possible, a field trip to a design studio or a client’s house would be an excellent addition to the unit. 
•
The modified notes will make note taking less stressful to students with disabilities. Any of the lessons in this unit can be modified to meet those students’ needs. 

•
All projects can be modified to fit the needs of IEP students. Steps and requirements can be shortened. Modified tests and notes can be edited to meet the IEP of the student. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Interior Design Career Want Ad
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
This project requires students to use the Internet to research a specific career related to interior design. The students will be introduced to a number of careers during a teacher presentation, but students will be responsible for researching further information to later share with the class. This will help students learn how to use the Internet to find career information as well as to read a want ad in a newspaper. 

For students with disabilities, teachers can pick three requirements for the student to complete. It might be helpful if the teacher prints off information on three different careers and then lets the disabled student choose one. This way, the information is already available to the student and can be easily found without frustration. Students who excel with this project would possibly benefit from an extra assignment, such as writing a radio commercial or developing a skit for a TV commercial. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
•
Career Want Ad Rubric
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Web Resources:
•
http://www.schools-of-interior-design.com/Interior-Design-vs.-Interior-Decorating.htm
•
http://shop.history.com/detail.php?p=67239 

Materials & Equipment: 
•
Card Stock
•
Colored Pencils

•
Internet Access

•
TV and DVD Player if using suggested DVD
•
Magazines

•
Empty Two Liter Bottles and Milk Jugs

•
Elmer’s Glue

•
Paint Brushes
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	X
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	X
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
	
	


[image: image8.jpg]



Family & Consumer Sciences











	CTAE Resource Network
	Interior Design • Grades 9-12 •  Unit 1
	Page 1 of 8



