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PATHWAY:  
Interior Design
COURSE:  

Foundations of Interior Design
UNIT 3: 

Elements of  Design
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Annotation: 
This unit includes lessons to give students an understanding of the elements of design and how they affect the function, style, and mood of a room.  

Grade(s):  
	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
 6 hours
Author: 
Helen Hawver
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
FCS-FID-4. 
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

b. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture.

d. 
Understand the interrelationship of the elements and principles of design.

e. 
Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELAC1 
The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
NFCS 11.2 Evaluate housing design concepts in relation to available resources and options.
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Enduring Understandings: 
Each individual element of design makes specific contributions to a room. All of the elements of design work together to create a finished product.  The design of a room creates psychological impacts that must be taken into consideration during the design process.
Essential Questions: 
· What are the elements of design? What contributions do each of make to the design of a room?

· How do the elements of design work together to create a finished product?

· What psychological impacts do the elements of design have on an individual?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will:

· Identify each of the elements of design and each of their contributions to the design of a room.
· Recognize how each of the elements of design work together to create a finished product.
· Identify each of the psychological impacts that the elements of design make. 
Skills from this Unit: 

Students will:
· Use each of the elements of design correctly when creating a room.
· Implement all the elements of design to work together to create a finished product.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_X_ Quizzes/Tests

_X_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

_X_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions:
Unit Quiz
Unit Modified Quiz

Unit Exam

Unit Modified Exam
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•
LESSON 1:  SPACE

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
FCS-FID-4. 
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

c. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture.

d. 
Understand the interrelationship of the elements and principles of design.

e. 
Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What are the elements of design? What contributions do each of make to the design of a room?

· How do the elements of design work together to create a finished product?

· What psychological impacts to the elements of design have on an individual?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

4.
Review over Power Point slides 1-6 
· Explain to students that without a space, designers would not be able to design. Review over who helps to create the original space (architects, builders, etc.).
· Show slides with space pictures and clarify with students what makes a space too crowded. Many students do not understand these design issues because they do not have control over how their home is arranged. It is important to show them correct examples for each of the elements of design. 

· It may be helpful to talk about how the classroom can be rearranged for better space placement. A good project would be to have students pick a teacher’s classroom to “evaluate” for space planning.  

5. Utah State Lesson Plan’s Space Homework Assignment

· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4925 

Note:  This assignment may need to be modified to fit your classroom needs. The important aspect of this assignment is for students to evaluate a space they have chosen. The use of the rubric provided is optional. It might be more meaningful to have a class discussion on student findings about their space. For example, students can discuss where their space is well planned and/or where their space can be improved. Have students sketch a better example of how their space can be changed or better used. 
•
LESSON 2: LINE

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-4. 
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

d. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture.

d. 
Understand the interrelationship of the elements and principles of design.

e. 
Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What are the elements of design? What contributions do each of make to the design of a room?

· How do the elements of design work together to create a finished product?

· What psychological impacts to the elements of design have on an individual?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	LINE
	HORIZONTAL

	DIAGONAL
	CURVED

	VERTICAL


4.
Review over Power Point slides 8-13 
· Explain that line is used to create interest in design. Have students visualize an all white room with all white furniture. Because of the white on white, even if the furniture was curved or straight, the lines would be lost. Therefore, it is important to define line in design, such as visualizing adding black furniture. Now the lines truly stand out and the designs in the room become apparent. 
· Use other visuals such as clothing (vertical stripes on short people, or wider people refraining from  wearing horizontal stripes), furniture examples, and wall paper may also help to point out the importance of line
· Find additional pictures of rooms dominated by the four types of line to help students see how lines can dominate a room, elongate a room, raise a ceiling, or create interest. 
5. Utah State Lesson Plan’s Black and White Design
· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4141
· This very simple assignment will ensure that students understand the four types of line, as well as following basic directions. Students should be encouraged to be creative with their designs, and to think outside of a “room”.  Using nature scenes can show students how lines occur naturally and spark creative thinking.
Note:  Have students use a crayon or colored pencil to color in the one inch black border. This will save the lives of black markers. 
6. Utah State Lesson Plan’s Structural and Decorative Design

· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4101 

· This activity shows students how lines are used in buildings, furniture and rooms. Students will see more use of diagonal and curved lines in decorative design, and more use of horizontal and vertical lines in structural design. 
· Students should not be allowed to use the internet to find pictures so that they can learn to recognize these lines without using search engines to provide answers. Magazines should be their only source for pictures. 
•
LESSON 3: SHAPE AND FORM

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-4. 
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

e. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture.

d. 
Understand the interrelationship of the elements and principles of design.

e. 
Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What are the elements of design? What contributions do each of make to the design of a room?

· How do the elements of design work together to create a finished product?

· What psychological impacts to the elements of design have on an individual?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	SHAPE
	FORM

	 TWO DEMINSIONAL
	THREE DEMINSIONAL 


4.
Review over Power Point slides 14-16 
Explain to students that shape and form are related and both are used in design. Without forms, we would not have furniture to sit on, or pillows for comfort. Shape and form help to unite designs. For instance, a room can be dominated by circular forms and shapes and also use curved lines.  A room can be dominated by square and/or rectangular forms and also use horizontal and vertical lines. 
· Make certain to point out that related forms and shapes look better than non-related forms. The use of too many forms can lead to chaos in a room and the design will later lack harmony and unity. 

· More picture examples can be found and used to be sure that students understand the concept of shape and form.  

· Have students take a digital picture of a room in their house that represents shape and form.  Ask them to write a short paragraph explaining the use of shape and form to turn in with the picture for a grade.
5. Utah State Lesson Plan’s Shape and Form Activities
· These activities are simple yet informative to students to help them differentiate between shape and form. 
Shape and Form with Salt Dough
· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4281 

· Pre-made dough, or store bought dough can be used with this activity to save time and/or money in some cases. This activity helps students see the two dimensional properties and the three dimensional properties discussed in the PowerPoint. 
· These activities can be done in the same day. The Team Shape Picture is a fun way for students to see how shapes can work together to create a design. The Shape Creation activity is another way to introduce the use of shape to students. Students must create a picture using on the shapes provided. They may not manipulate or alter the shapes in any way. Students should relate this activity to how they would incorporate these shapes into a room design.
· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4280 

•
LESSON 4: TEXTURE

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-4. 
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

f. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture.

d. 
Understand the interrelationship of the elements and principles of design.

e. 
Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What are the elements of design? What contributions do each of make to the design of a room?

· How do the elements of design work together to create a finished product?

· What psychological impacts to the elements of design have on an individual?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	TEXTURE
	TACTILE

	ROUGH/INFORMAL TEXTURE
	SMOOTH/FORMAL TEXTURE


4. Review over Power Point slides 17-20

· Students will need to be able to differentiate between rough/informal texture and smooth/formal texture. Many times, we tend to see smooth/formal texture used in modern design and rough/informal texture used in traditional design. 

· More pictures may be necessary for the complete understanding of this element and its characteristics. 

· Although this may seem elementary, children’s books that depict texture can be used to help students understand this concept. This teaching technique may be most helpful to special needs students, as getting to feel examples of textures would help them grasp the concept of smooth and rough. 

· Several fabric and wallpaper samples can be used as visuals for texture. A clarification may be needed for several samples. For instance, leathers can be very smooth (patent), but also rough (cow hide). 

5. Utah State Lesson Plan’s Texture Boards

· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4283 

· This assignment encourages students to use texture in a design by having them coordinate textures accordingly
· This activity can be altered so that only elements of nature can be used. For example, students can find outside items to use in their room, such as walls inspired by tree bark. Wallpaper inspired by the feel of a leaf, or a rock. A collection of nature examples can lead student’s imaginations to turn natural textures into fabrics or wall coverings. 

· If this approach is taken, Green Design and Sustainability can be incorporated. 
6. Texture Music Assignment
· Another way for students to grasp the concept of texture is to see how it is used in a song. For instance, heavy metal songs tend to have a rough sounding texture because of the sharp instruments and ear piercing lyrics used. A classical song played on a piano may exhibit a smooth sounding texture. Students are encouraged to find a song that shows either of these textures and bring it to class. The song would need to be either appropriate for school, or edited for content. A class discussion of how the song shows either rough or formal texture would take place after a small selection of each song has been played. 

· Students who excel in the area of music may want to write their own piece of music or use a computer program to mix their own sounds to create a piece. This is a great way to differentiate instruction. 
•
LESSON 5: COLOR

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-4. 
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

g. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture.

d. 
Understand the interrelationship of the elements and principles of design.

e. 
Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What are the elements of design? What contributions do each of make to the design of a room?

· How do the elements of design work together to create a finished product?

· What psychological impacts to the elements of design have on an individual?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	COLOR


4. Review over Power Point slides 21 and 22

· If color has not been discussed yet, then the unit on color found on this disk will need to be introduced at this time. If the unit on color has already been introduced, a small review using slides 21 and 22 will need to be completed. 
· Please reiterate that color is the most exciting tool of the designer. Also explain to students that the other elements and principles of design would be rather boring if they could not be depicted in color. 

5.   Color Book Assignment

· Students will use ¼ page pieces of paper to create a small color book that illustrates the concepts, characteristics, uses and schemes of color. Students will need to write information in the book and use hand drawn illustrations to complete the page. They may use colored pencils, crayons and/or markers. This assignment uses the Color Book Rubric (and instructions) to grade students. 

6. M&M’s Color Schemes

· Distribute a small cup of M&M’s to each student. (Disposable drinking cups for the bathroom work well) Each student will make as many color schemes as they can (except monochromatic) using the M&M’s that are in their cup. 

· A few pointers:
· The brown M&M can be used in place of the color purple

· They may trade and barter with each other. However, if incorporating this rule, make certain to have all students use hand sanitizer before beginning the activity.

· Skittles work just as well, but are a little more expensive

· It is more economical to buy the two pound bag of M&M’s, rather than buy each student an individual package.

LESSON 6: ELEMENTS OF DESIGN

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-4. 
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

h. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture.

d. 
Understand the interrelationship of the elements and principles of design.

e. 
Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What are the elements of design? What contributions do each of make to the design of a room?

· How do the elements of design work together to create a finished product?

· What psychological impacts to the elements of design have on an individual?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	TEXTURE
	TACTILE

	ROUGH/INFORMAL TEXTURE
	SMOOTH/FORMAL TEXTURE

	COLOR
	SPACE

	SHAPE
	FORM

	 TWO DEMINSIONAL
	THREE DEMINSIONAL 

	LINE
	HORIZONTAL

	 DIAGONAL
	CURVED

	VERTICAL


4. Elements of Design Portfolio Project
· Students will create an elements of design portfolio entry. Students will find a magazine picture example of a room that each element of design dominates. They will then explain how the element was used in the room and where specific examples can be found in the room. Students will also be required to find an example of a room where the elements of design work together to create a finished product. 

· Project will be graded using the rubric provided

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

Modified Notes
Elements of Design PowerPoint

Elements and Principles of Design Quiz

Elements of Design Modified Note Review Guide
Color Book Rubric and Instruction Sheet
Elements of Design Portfolio Rubric and Instruction Sheet

•
NOTES & REFLECTION

This unit can be modified to fit the needs of your classroom and students. All rubrics can be adjusted to include extra points, or just adjust number of total points awarded. It may also be beneficial for students to evaluate themselves first before they turn the project in for teacher evaluation. Additional activities and assignments can be found on the websites provided if further understanding is needed. Additional pictures of rooms that depict the elements of design may also be needed. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Students will create a portfolio entry on the elements of design. This project will best demonstrate a student’s complete understanding of the elements of design, as they have to find a room that is dominated by each element. This allows students to apply their knowledge by recognizing specific fundamentals in a room that correctly depict each element. Through this application, students will then be able find a room where all the elements of design work together to create a harmonious design. 
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
This project can be differentiated for students with disabilities. For these students, there are several methods, depending on the severity of the disability.

· The number of examples can be reduced

· The elements can be made more simple, such as find a room dominated by any type of line, not an individual example of each

· Some students may benefit from using a search engine to type in the element they are looking for. Students can then see several picture examples and choose to print their favorite. 

· Some students may like to try to draw pictures of each of the elements instead of visually searching for examples. These can be hand drawn examples of any type of objects. 

· Also, extended time is an option for students. 

This project can also be differentiated for students who are more advanced than others. Some students may choose to find several examples of each element of design. Other students may want to create pencil renderings of rooms that are dominated by each element of design. Another option is to require these students to find an example of a room, a piece of furniture and a building/house that is dominated by each element of design. Students who are gifted in the area of writing may want to construct an essay about how the elements of design work together. 

Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Elements of Design Portfolio Project Rubric and Instruction Sheet
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Web Resources:
· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4925
· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4141 

· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4281 

· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4280 

· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4101 
· http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4283 

Materials & Equipment: 
Printer Paper

Scissors

Glue Sticks

Magazines

Black Sharpies

Rulers

Colored Pencils

Fabric Samples

Flooring Samples

Wallpaper Samples

Glue Guns

Poster Board

Children’s Books About Textures 

Large bag of M&M’s or Regular Skittles
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	X
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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