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PATHWAY:  
Interior Design
COURSE:  

Foundations of Interior Design
UNIT 4: 

Color
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Annotation:
 Color is one of the most important elements of interior design. Without color, a design would be rather boring and dull. Students will take a closer look at how color affects mood and feeling, as well as gives personality to a room. Color schemes will be studied and applied to design projects. A portfolio project is suggested in this unit. 

Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
Eight 50 minute periods
Author: 
Helen Hawver
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
FCS-FID-4
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

b. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture. 

c. Identify the different color schemes and how they play a role in the atmosphere you are trying to create.

d. Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.
GPS Academic Standards:
ELAC1 
The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and

grammar in both written and spoken formats.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
NFCS 11.2 
Evaluate housing design concepts in relation to available resources and options.
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Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand how color is used in design. They will understand what a color spectrum and color wheel are, their importance in design and decorating, and the psychological impact behind colors, color schemes, and how they work in design.
Essential Questions: 
· What is color and what is its importance in design?

· What is a color spectrum and a color wheel? 
· How is a color wheel beneficial to a designer? 

· What are the seven color schemes and how are they used in design? 

· How does color have a psychological impact on humans? 
· What are the characteristics of each color? 
· How do designers make use of these impacts when creating a design? 
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
· Evaluate how color is used in design 
· Explain a color spectrum and color wheel
· Discuss how a color wheel is used in design
· Define what color schemes are and how they are used in design
· Evaluate the psychological impact of color.
· Explain the importance of color in design. 
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
· Match colors for design use
· Use a color wheel 

· Use color schemes in design

· Relate color and its psychological impact to design
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_X_ Quizzes/Tests

_X_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_X_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
_X_ Partner and small group discussions

_X_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Color Assessment
Color Assessment Version 2
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•
LESSON 1:  THE PSYCHOLOGY OF COLOR

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

FCS-FID-4
Students will explain the principles and elements of design.

b. Define the elements of design and illustrate their use: line, form, color, light, material, space and texture. 

c. Identify the different color schemes and how they play a role in the atmosphere you are trying to create.

d. Evaluate the psychological impact that elements and principles of design have on an individual.
ELAC1 
The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and

grammar in both written and spoken formats.

NFCS 11.2 
Evaluate housing design concepts in relation to available resources and options.
2.

Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What is color and what is its importance in design?

· How does color have a psychological impact on humans? 
· What are the characteristics of each color? 
· How do designers make use of these impacts when creating a design? 
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Analogous
	Hue
	Neutral
	Split-Complementary

	Color Spectrum
	Intensity
	Primary Colors
	Tint

	Complementary
	Intermediate Colors
	Secondary Colors
	Triadic

	Double-Complement
	Monochromatic
	Shade
	Value


4.
View the Color PowerPoint presentation with the class, through slide 24. 
· See attached supplementary files.

· During the presentation, have students complete the Modified Notes handouts.

· See attached supplementary files.

· Have students complete the activity on slide 7.
· Discuss students' answers.

· Have students answer the question on slide 8.

· For slides 9 through 24:

· Review each slide dealing with a certain color.

· Have students who chose that as their favorite color raise their hands

· Review the "color psychology" of each color with students, and allow students to discuss the results.

5. 
Teacher Color Personality Project

· Review over the directions for the project on slide 25

· Give students the Teacher Color Personality handout
· See attached supplementary files

· Students are to pick a teacher in the school and find a paint chip that matches their personality according to the color characteristics and psychology just reviewed.
· Students will answer the questions on the handout and staple their paint chip to the handout. 
· Handouts will be graded and the final grade will be reported to student

· Handouts will then be placed in the correct teacher’s box for their enjoyment

· It might be best to attach an explanation of the project to the handout so teachers will understand the assignment and its importance for helping students learn about color psychology. 
•
LESSON 2:  THE COLOR WHEEL

1.

Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What is a color spectrum and a color wheel? 
· How is a color wheel beneficial to a designer? 

2. 
Types of Colors

· Open the Color PowerPoint to slide 26.

· See attached supplementary files.

· During the presentation, have students follow along with the Modified Notes handout.

· See attached supplementary files.

· Make certain students understand the difference between primary, secondary and intermediate colors
· Have students point out the colors on slide 27.

3.
 Student Color Wheel
· Give each student a sheet of white poster board or cardstock.
· Have students create their own color wheel using colored pencils, markers, or paints that will not bleed through the paper.

· Students can use catalogs, Web sites, or textbooks to find examples of color wheels.

· Encourage students to be creative and do a good job, as the color wheels may be used on the unit test.

· Laminate the color wheels once students are done with them.

· Note: Be careful using crayons in the color wheel, as these might melt in the laminating machine.

4.
 Color Characteristics
· Review slides 28 through 32 with students.

· Demonstrate the effects of light on color

· Take students outside and have them arrange a grouping of colors that seem to blend well

· Have students come back inside the building and compare their groupings under classroom lights

· Do the same with a 60 Watt incandescent bulb, compact fluorescent, and other colored light bulbs if possible
· Explain to students how color affects light and why it is important to choose colors under the lighting you will be using in that particular space

· Give specific examples of places that are painted warm colors or cool colors
· Examples:
· Cool Colors: Hospital Rooms, Nurseries, Schools, Bathrooms, Doctors Offices

· Warm Colors: Kitchens, Living Areas, Restaurants
5.
Color Systems
· Review slides 33 through 35 with students.

· Explain to students that these three color wheels are important to designers, but the Brewster System is the most commonly used of the color wheels. 

· Each color wheel is unique and serves a purpose for matching different color harmonies.
•
LESSON 3:  COLOR SCHEMES

1.

Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are the seven color schemes and how are they used in design? 
2.
Color Schemes

· Open the Color PowerPoint to slide 36.

· See attached supplementary files

· During the presentation, have students follow along on the Modified Notes page.

· See attached supplementary files

· Allow students to have their color wheels at hand during this part of the PowerPoint. 
· Review each color scheme, pointing out how to “make” it on the color wheel.
· Optional: Make copies of seven "mini color wheels" on one page. Give students colored pencils and have them color an example of each color scheme as seen on the slide show

· Optional: Use the links on slide 44 to find additional PowerPoint presentations on color.
3.
 Color Scheme Portfolio Project

· Give each student a copy of the Color Scheme Project handout.

· See attached supplementary files

· Have students use their color wheel with this assignment.

· Instruct students to find magazine examples of all seven color schemes as well as paint chips to match the colors in the color scheme.

· This project can be placed in students' portfolios. 

4. 
Color Scheme Tie-Dye 

· NOTE: This project needs to be completed in a large outside area with plenty of ventilation, such as the football field, playground, parking lot or grassy area.
· Have students bring in a white t-shirt to tie-dye, and permanent markers if they wish.
· Have a pack of 36 rainbow colors of permanent markers for the class to use.
· Suggest to students they should look up tie-dye techniques and designs they like before completing the project.
· How to Tie-Dye:
· Wrap and twist the shirt, using rubber bands to secure it.
· Choose one of the color schemes discussed in class, and color it on the shirt using permanent markers.
· Once the shirt is colored and the student is happy with the design, apply the rubbing alcohol.
· Pour rubbing alcohol into a squirt bottle, such as a refillable ketchup or mustard bottle. 
· Give students a pair of rubber gloves and an apron.
· Secure a "handle" for the shirt with a clothespin.
· Soak the shirt with rubbing alcohol so that it is thoroughly wet but not dripping.
· The color should start to run and bleed, creating a dyed effect.
· Cut off the rubber bands and unfold the shirt
· Hang shirts on a clothesline outside to dry.
· Have students take the shirts home, and instruct them to put them in the dryer for 15 minutes to set the color so they are ready to wear.
· Optional: An alternative method to tie-dyeing can be found at http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/experiment/0000032. 
5.
Review of Color Schemes
· Divide the class into two groups.
· Type up individual pages with names of colors on them.
· Print out each page and punch two holes in the top. Run string enough to make the sign hang from a student’s neck.
· Hand out a color to each student to wear.
· Have students arrange themselves into a complete color wheel and color schemes listed on the Word Splash handout.
· See attached supplementary files.

6.
Who Wants to Be Colorful?

· Access the "Who Wants to Be Colorful" PowerPoint game at http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=4339-2-3602-Who_Wants_to_be_a_Color.ppt&filename=Who_Wants_to_be_a_Color.ppt 
· Have students play the game as a class, using M&M candy as rewards.

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

Color

Teacher Color Personality 
Color Scheme Project

Modified Notes
Word Splash
Color Assessment

Color Assessment Version 2
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

This unit focuses on the importance of color in interior design. At the end of this unit, students should be able to differentiate between color schemes, as well as match colors for décor purposes. Students should also be able to pick a color scheme that will best suit the personality, taste and function of the family. This unit provides hands on application of color schemes. Students with disabilities will benefit from modified PowerPoint Notes and group work. All assignments can be modified to fit the student’s needs and IEP recommendations. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Students will complete a color schemes portfolio project. Use the color schemes project handout for criteria and rubric.
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
In this project, students are required to find an example of each of the seven color schemes. They are also required to find paint samples that match with the colors used in the scheme. Students will apply their knowledge of the color wheel for guidance in this project. 
This task can be differentiated for all learners. For special education students, teachers can limit the number of color schemes in the project, or have the students find the more common of the color schemes. For example, special education students can find examples of direct complement, monochromatic and analogous. It is also suggested to let special education students not be limited to pictures of rooms, but to find these examples in pictures of nature or in clothing advertisements. 

Students who excel in this area can be given the option to color mini-color wheels for each color schemes. They could also be required to find more than one example of each scheme. 

Pairing special education students with regular education students works well with this project. However, regular education students should understand that they are not to complete the project for the special education student, but rather be there to help guide them in the right direction and answer questions they may have. The rubric may also be adjusted to suit the needs of a special education student. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Color Scheme Project
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Web Resources:
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=5215 
http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4287 

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=5074  

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=4390 

http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/experiment/00000032 

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/downloadFile.cgi?file=4339-2-3602-Who_Wants_to_be_a_Color.ppt&filename=Who_Wants_to_be_a_Color.ppt 
Materials & Equipment: 
	Paint Chips
	Printer Paper
	Lamination Machine
	Rubbing Alcohol
	Clothesline
	Squirt Bottles

	Glue
	Magazines
	Markers
	Rubber Bands
	Rubber Gloves
	

	Scissors
	Permanent Markers
	Colored Pencils
	Clothespins
	Aprons
	


21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	X
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	X
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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