Selecting Kitchen Components
Teacher Reference Sheet

Group Topics
Floor coverings

Wall coverings

Textiles

Window treatments

Furniture


Lighting Fixtures

Plumbing fixtures

Cabinetry


Countertops

Large appliances

Factors to Consider When Selecting Kitchen Components:

Cost
First cost:  initial cost of the component.  Usually based on materials used, brand, features included, and ease of installation

Product life-cycle costing:  how much the component will cost over the course of its usefulness.  Can include replacement parts, cleaning and maintenance, and fuel costs
Durability

How well made the component is and how well it will stand up to daily use

Style

How well the component matches the interior décor style, classic or trend classification

Function / Use
What will the component be used for?  How will it be used? How often will it be used?

Frequency of use and type of use will influence choice.

Sustainability

Is the component environmentally friendly?  Is it made from recycled materials?  What types of waste does it produce?  How much energy does it use?  Can it be reused?  What happens to it at the end of its life?  More economically friendly products are finding favor both with consumers and with government regulations and incentives.

