Test Key

CIF: Preliminary Investigation & Preserving the Crime Scene 

Multiple Choice: Write your answers on the answer sheet provided.  Allow twenty minutes.  (2 points each for 40 points total)

1.
A crime scene is:

	a.
	 in one location

	b.
	only where the victim is found

	c.
	anywhere that evidence can be located

	d.
	where the suspect is found


ANS:
C
PTS:
1

2.
The first step that an officer takes when approaching a crime scene is to:

	a.
	begin to document the crime scene

	b.
	check the body if there is one, and get medical attention

	c.
	isolate possible witnesses

	d.
	observe the scene for possible evidence


ANS:
B
PTS:
1

3.
Which of the following is NOT a form of documentation at a crime scene?

	a.
	notes
	c.
	collecting evidence

	b.
	photography
	d.
	sketches


ANS:
C
PTS:
1

4.
Which of the following is NOT true concerning taking photographs at a crime scene?

	a.
	they must always be taken with a film camera

	b.
	they should be taken from several different angles

	c.
	they should show closeup views of the evidence

	d.
	all of the above are true


ANS:
A
PTS:
1

5.
In addition to videotape, crime scene sketches 

	a.
	add detail
	c.
	contain a key or legend

	b.
	show scale and placement of evidence
	d.
	all of these are true


ANS:
D
PTS:
1

6.
Which of the following is NOT true concerning evidence collection?

	a.
	it should be carried out systematically

	b.
	it should always be done by one person

	c.
	it should be done thoroughly

	d.
	all of these are true


ANS:
B
PTS:
1

7.
Blood evidence at a crime scene should be:

	a.
	packaged in an airtight container to prevent leakage

	b.
	packaged to prevent mold and/or mildew

	c.
	packaged in a plastic bag to prevent passing on blood borne pathogens 

	d.
	always packaged in a glass container 


ANS:
B
PTS:
1

8.
Evidence from a suspected arson must be packaged:

	a.
	in an airtight container to prevent evaporation of possible fumes

	b.
	in a flame proof container

	c.
	in a rigid wood container

	d.
	frozen to prevent mold


ANS:
A
PTS:
1

9.
Glass evidence from a crime scene must be packaged:

	a.
	in an airtight container

	b.
	in a soft container so it does not break

	c.
	in a rigid container to prevent cuts

	d.
	in a separate container for each fragment


ANS:
C
PTS:
1

10.
Controls are collected from:

	a.
	samples at the lab
	c.
	the crime scene

	b.
	known suspects or the victim
	d.
	all of the above


ANS:
B
PTS:
1

11.
The characteristic ways that a criminal goes about a crime is called his/her:

	a.
	modus operandi
	c.
	corpus delicti

	b.
	nolo contendere
	d.
	prima facie


ANS:
A
PTS:
1

12.
Chain of custody must be maintained

	a.
	so that the evidence does not have to be examined again

	b.
	or the evidence may not be admitted into court

	c.
	by the first officer on the scene

	d.
	only by the forensic scientist who examines the evidence

	e.
	all of these are true


ANS:
B
PTS:
1

13.
Record logs should be kept of:

	a.
	photos
	d.
	all of these

	b.
	evidence
	e.
	none of these

	c.
	chain of custody


ANS:
D
PTS:
1

14.
The body of the crime is the:

	a.
	modus operandi
	c.
	corpus delicti

	b.
	nolo contendere
	d.
	prima facie


ANS:
C
PTS:
1

15.
The injury or disease that results in a person’s death is the:

	a.
	cause
	c.
	manner

	b.
	mechanism
	d.
	degree


ANS:
A
PTS:
1

16.
In a large field which method of search would be best?

	a.
	Spiral
	c.
	Grid

	b.
	Strip
	d.
	Zone 


ANS:
B
PTS:
1

17.
In a car which method of search would be best?

	a.
	Spiral
	c.
	Grid

	b.
	Strip
	d.
	Zone 


ANS:
D
PTS:
1

18.
Which of the following is NOT a circumstance where warrantless searches are legal?

	a.
	Emergency 
	c.
	Consent

	b.
	Miranda
	d.
	Incident to Arrest 


ANS:
B
PTS:
1

19.
When collecting evidence you should:

	a.
	Collect most critical evidence first, when practical 

	b.
	Name a point person to oversee collection 

	c.
	Keep all items in their original condition 

	d.
	Pack evidence individually 

	e.
	All of these are things you should do when collecting evidence 


ANS:
E
PTS:
1

20.
Which of the following is NOT true about crime scene safety:

	a.
	Gloves and shoe coverings are only needed in the presence of blood

	b.
	Caution should be used at all times

	c.
	Hepatitis is as much a concern as AIDS/HIV

	d.
	Do not drink or eat in the crime scene 

	e.
	Liquid repellent coveralls should be worn in areas where contact with body fluids is likely


ANS:
A
PTS:
1
Short Answer: 10 points each for 40 total points.  Allow for twenty minutes. Use the answer sheet to record your response.   

1. Explain the purpose of photographic evidence. Identify at least four.  Which step is the most valuable? 
a. To record the original scene and related areas 

b. To record the initial appearance of physical evidence 

c. It will provide investigators and others with this permanent visual record of the scene for later use 

d. Photographs are also used in court trials and hearings 

2. What are the four steps of crime scene processing? Which step is most critical? 
1) Secure the scene

2) Record the scene

3) Search the scene

4) Collect evidence from scene

3. Describe crime scene reconstruction listing the four main steps. Defend the value of alternate theories. 
1) Starts with initial walk through

2) Hypothesis is clarified by evidence and data 

3) Examination, testing and further analysis may be required

4) Final theory is carried forward

· Alternate theories not ignored – because evidence may later substantiate them
4. Explain the ADAPT method of securing a crime scene. Appraise each and determine which is most critical from a legal perspective. 

1) Assess scene and assist injured

2) Detain witness(es)

3) Arrest perpetrator

4) Protect scene – exclude people

5) Take notes – particularly scene log 

Application: 10 points each for 20 points.  Allow for ten minutes. Use the answer sheet to record your response.   
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1.
What five additional pieces of information would need to be added to this crime scene sketch before it could be submitted? Mark them on the diagram on the answer sheet. 
ANS:


name of the criminalist, date, time, “not to scale”, reference points (including north point), name of the victim, labeling evidence, a key or legend of the evidence
PTS:
10
2.
In the den/family room formulate a plan on how a criminalist would document the crime scene using photography. Indicate on the diagram on the answer sheet where you would have taken shots using the symbol for camera shots.  
ANS:


Shots from the corners of the room, all four sides of the victim, and one shot of each of the key pieces of evidence. 
PTS:
10



































































Do NOT write on this test – Use your answer sheet!
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