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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Criminal Investigations and Forensics
UNIT 10: 

Preliminary Investigations and Preserving the Crime Scene
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Annotation: 
Students will learn appropriate procedure involved when placed in the situation of being the first responder to a crime scene.  This will include rendering aid, identifying witnesses, suspects and possible evidence.  Students will also learn methods of preserving the crime scene. 


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
15 fifty minute periods 
Author: 
Dr. Thomas Washburn

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-CIF-10 
Students will demonstrate the ability to successfully investigate a crime scene.


a) 
Explain the role of evidence in a criminal investigation.


b) 
Create base-line and triangulation diagrams of a crime scene.


c) 
Demonstrate the photography of a crime scene.


d) 
Explain the use of photographic evidence in an investigation.


e) 
Explain the various search patterns utilized to search for evidence.


f) 
Describe the significance of securing and preserving a crime scene.


g) 
Describe the importance of recreating a crime scene.


h) 
Demonstrate methods of locating and identifying evidence at a crime scene.

GPS Academic Standards:
SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SSCG22 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

ELA10RC2 
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA10RC3 
The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Interpret body language and gestures to demonstrate the use of interpersonal communication.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Use field-note taking and report-writing skills to complete police incident reports.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the U.S. legal system and the implications for law enforcement services.

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly conduct interviews and/or interrogate witnesses and suspected criminals.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly protect and document the investigation.

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Display integrity and demonstrate a commitment to ethical behavior in the performance of the duties of law enforcement 

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Use fingerprint technology to protect and collect evidence at a crime scene.
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Enduring Understandings: 
•
There is a specific order in processing a crime scene 
Essential Questions: 
•
How do investigators record and preserve a crime scene?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
•
Identify evidence in a crime scene.

•
Explain the importance of photographic evidence in a crime scene.

•
Explain search patterns used in various crime scenes.  

Skills from this Unit:  

Students will be able to:
•
Place in order the documentation of a crime scene.
•
Assess a crime scene and determine which methods would be best used to measure, search and record the scene. 

•
Appraise the crime scene for proper camera shots.
•
Properly measure a room.    
•
Use Crime Zone to document a mock crime scene.
•
Evaluate a mock crime scene for evidence. 
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	x
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

_x_ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_x_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_x_ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Quiz questions embedded in MS PowerPoint: this can be used with an SRS system.
•
Unit test for Preliminary Investigation: Files included are the keys, reviews, answer sheet and test. The answer sheet is designed to allow the instructor to cut out the correct answers and lay the key over the student submitted sheet. Then using a highlighter the instructor can identify wrong answers. It allows for speedy grading and provides the student with the correct answer on questions they got wrong. 

Preliminary Investigation Test
Preliminary Investigation Test Answer Sheet 

Preliminary Investigation Answer Sheet Key

Preliminary Investigation Test Key  
    Preliminary Investigation Review
[image: image5.jpg]% LESSON PLANS





•
LESSON 1:  


1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-CIF-10 
Students will demonstrate the ability to successfully investigate a crime scene.


a) 
Explain the role of evidence in a criminal investigation.


b) 
Create base-line and triangulation diagrams of a crime scene.


c) 
Demonstrate the photography of a crime scene.


d) 
Explain the use of photographic evidence in an investigation.


e) 
Explain the various search patterns utilized to search for evidence.


f) 
Describe the significance of securing and preserving a crime scene.


g) 
Describe the importance of recreating a crime scene.


h) 
Demonstrate methods of locating and identifying evidence at a crime scene.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
How do investigators record and preserve a crime scene?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Corpus Delicti
	Physical Evidence
	Right Angle Sketch

	Secondary Crime Scene
	Orientation Shot
	Triangulation

	Legend 
	Warrantless Searches 
	Strip 

	Spiral 
	Grid
	Zone

	Scale 
	Reconstruction 
	Crime Scene


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Inquire: “Your favorite band is coming to town and you have a family reunion in another state on that exact day. Your best friends are going to the show. What are things they could do so that they can help you experience the concert?” 

The kids may suggest video, photos, audio recordings, text messages of what is going on, etc. (and at least one wise crack about drug use)


Link all this to how we have to help other investigators and ultimately a jury experience a crime scene they will never see. 

5. Assign Chapter Notes for relevant chapters in the text on crime scene preservation. Also see attachment NCJRS Guide to Crime Scene Processing as an additional resource.
6. Lecture using the PowerPoint, Preliminary Investigation. SRS questions can be added to the PowerPoints and can be used with or without a SRS set up.
7. Show media ALERT: Crime Scene Preservation. Have students take media notes as they watch. Discuss the media. Allow student to use media notes and take the quiz. 
8. Continue to assign In Cold Blood readings by Capote. Students have to write two bullets a page on what they read while they read (to improve comprehension) plus identify two vocabulary words each week that they will define. On due dates, give a reading quiz and they can use their written notes to take the quiz with – but they only have 30 seconds for each question.  There are many books to choose from for the first semester about forensics – so feel free to look at other options. 

9. Schedule a CSI as a guest speaker. Schedule him/her to come in the day the crime scene is first set up so they can review the process for the students’ first mock crime scene.  

10. Teach students how to use Crime Zone. Use Crime Zone for Dummies and Crime Zone Manual to show them how to create a basic crime scene. Students seem to learn quicker if you guide them rather than do direct instruction. This generation is very intuitive with computers.

11. Distribute review sheets and have students work on preparing for the test.

12.
Administer test, grade and discuss answers with students.

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
ALERT Crime Scene Preservation
•
Assignment Log - Preliminary Investigation
•
Crime Zone For Dummies
•
Crime Zone Manual
•
Do Not Enter Bilingual Signs
•
Essential Question - Preliminary Investigation
•
NCJRS Guide to Crime Scene Processing
•
Preliminary Investigation
•
Unit Poster - Preliminary Investigation
•
Word Wall - Preliminary Investigation
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

In this unit, gradually introduce crime scene processing. The notes cover the basics pretty well. Finish the notes by asking the students how they would process a crime scene with thousands of pieces of evidence. Ask them to name some crime scenes that might be that complicated. Then cover the Columbine HS shootings. This works great because in the criminology unit the students compare Dick Hickok and Perry Smith to Dylan Klebald and Eric Harris. Use criminological theory to evaluate them all as well. So using Columbine now is a good start on the upcoming criminology. Have a recording of the investigation’s video of the crime scene taken right after the bodies were removed. It is now available on YouTube. 
After the notes teach the students Crime Zone software. They learn faster showing them the basics and the allowing them to figure the program out. Encourage peer coaching during this stage as the students can teach each other the software quicker than I can as well! 

Finally set up a basic crime scene. The scenario is in the Culminating Task below. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Mock Crime Scene 
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Set up a basic crime scene. Secure the crime scene with yellow caution tape and the Do Not Enter Bilingual Signs. There is a scenario on the Mock Crime Scene Assessment. Use the theater dressing rooms since I can set up two similar scenes. I place a glass on the countertop, flip over two chairs, throw two shell casings out, place “blood” printed on paper on the floor, place the “shoeprints” and then I make a mess with first aid/EMT waste like gauze packing, rubber gloves, and other items that would litter the crime scene after EMS left. 
The goal is to create a realistic crime scene where the shooting victim has been taken and with the mess that remains the investigators must determine trash from evidence. 

Have a CSI guest speaker walk them through the crime scene and demo all the skills. The next day the students start going through the scenes. 
For this stage all they will do is identify evidence, record the scene and make a sketch on the Crime Zone. 

Put together a CSI toolbox for them that has most of what a real response box would have. 

Run two scenes at once. They have 15 minutes to do their work (which is similar to state Skills USA CSI team). Send them in pairs. You can get 12 students through in a block period.
They turn in their Crime Zone printed out. Each student must do their own. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
•
Mock Crime Scene Scenario and Assessment
•
Shoe Prints
•
Do Not Enter Bilingual Signs
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Web Resources:
•
www.cadzone.com/Crime_Zone/Crime_Zone.htm
•
www.youtube.com 
•
www.authentegrity.com/download/Crime_Scene_Diagramming.pdf
•
acolumbinesite.com/index.html
•
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/topics/law-enforcement/crime-scene-guides/welcome.htm
•
www.lynnpeavey.com
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computer with Crime Zone software
•
Projector/TV 
•
Crime scene props   
•
ALERT Crime Scene Preservation - available from www.alert45.com/index.html
21st Century Technology Used: 
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	x
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
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