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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Criminal Investigations and Forensics
UNIT 11: 

Conducting a Homicide Investigation
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Annotation: 
Students will investigate a mock crime.  They will collect evidence, interview witnesses and suspects, process evidence, and produce appropriate police reports.  Students will apply knowledge gained throughout the course to reach a successful conclusion to this investigation.  


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
18 fifty minute class periods 
Author: 
Dr. Thomas Washburn

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-CIF-11
Students will demonstrate the ability to conduct a homicide investigation.


a) 
Secure a crime scene.


b) 
Photograph a mock crime scene.


c) 
Diagram a mock crime scene.


d) 
Collect, package, and process evidence.


e) 
Interview witnesses and interrogate suspects.


f) 
Write reports documenting each step of the investigation.


g) 
Identify methodologies unique to homicide investigation.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12LSV1 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal 



interactions.

SSCG22 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

MM1G1 
Students will investigate properties of geometric figures in the coordinate plane.

MM1G3 
Students will discover, prove, and apply properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, and other 



polygons.

MM1P3 

Students will communicate mathematically.

MM1P4 

Students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other



disciplines.

MM1P5 

Students will represent mathematics in multiple ways.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Interpret body language and gestures to demonstrate the use of interpersonal communication.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Use field-note taking and report-writing skills to complete police incident reports.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the U.S. legal system and the implications for law enforcement services.

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly conduct interviews and/or interrogate witnesses and suspected criminals.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly protect and document the investigation.

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Display integrity and demonstrate a commitment to ethical behavior in the performance of the duties of law enforcement 

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Use fingerprint technology to protect and collect evidence at a crime scene.

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Present testimony in legal proceedings as a law enforcement officer.
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Enduring Understandings: 
•
Homicides are the Olympics of criminal investigation. The calculated collection, packaging, and processing of evidence at a crime scene is essential for solving a crime and convicting the person responsible.
Essential Questions: 
•
How are homicides investigated and how do they differ from other investigations?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will:
•
Interpret the evidence to predict time of death.
•
Assess scene for potential evidence. 

•
Interpret the witness information.  

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:

•
Properly measure the crime scene.    
•
Collect evidence.     
•
Lift fingerprints.         
•
Write reports. 
•
Create a crime scene sketch.         
•
Work with a team to process a crime scene. 
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_x_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x_ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_x_ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	_x_ Student/teacher conferences
_x_ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
There are no summative or formal assessments other than instructor dialogue with CSI groups. 
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•
LESSON 1:  CONDUCTING A HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION 

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.  A Unit Poster is attached.
PS-CIF-11
Students will demonstrate the ability to conduct a homicide investigation.


a) 
Secure a crime scene.


b) 
Photograph a mock crime scene.


c) 
Diagram a mock crime scene.


d) 
Collect, package, and process evidence.


e) 
Interview witnesses and interrogate suspects.


f) 
Write reports documenting each step of the investigation.


g) 
Identify methodologies unique to homicide investigation.
2.
Review Essential Question. Post Essential Question in the classroom. 


(  How are homicides investigated and how do they differ from other investigations?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on Word Wall.

	Crime Scene Log
	Chain of Custody
	Rigor

	Postmortem
	Camera Angle
	Algor Mortis

	Livor Mortis 
	Medical Examiner 
	Deductive Reasoning 

	Probable Cause 
	Search Warrant 
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Tell the students: “It is 04:00 and your cell phone rings. There is a murder two hours out of Atlanta and your CSI team is being sent. A man is dead in the bathroom of a Trailways station. He was shot to death.”

Have students brainstorm on what they would need to take with them.


Have them brainstorm on what they should do when they arrive and then list what other activities they would do after that.


Have them list possible specializations they might need to better investigate this crime scene. 

5.
Continue to assign In Cold Blood readings by Capote. They will finish in this unit. They have to write two bullets a page on what they read while they read (to improve comprehension) plus identify two vocabulary words each week that they will define. On due dates I give a reading quiz and they can use their written notes to take the quiz with – but they only have 30 seconds for each question.  There are many books to choose from for the first semester about forensics – so feel free to look at other options. 
6.
Students will work on Investigating a Homicide workbook. I give them all the days they are not working on the crime scene and evidence to work on this. This takes students through a real homicide investigation from the first person perspective. Read chapters 1, 2, and 3.  Chapter 3 is long and tedious – be sure the keep them motivated as this chapter may take them several days. This assignment counts for 1,000 points of homework as well as 1,000 points of daily grades. Encourage them to get into the story. It is the closest most will even get to a real homicide investigation. I usually get the started on this before the final mock crime scene. It gives me a few days to get things in order.  Use the attached Homicide Investigation Order and I.H.
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

· CIF_11_Unit Poster - Homicide Investigations 
· CIF_11_Essential Question - Homicide
· CIF_11_Word Wall - Homicide
· CIF_11_Homicide Investigation Order
· CIF_11_I.H.
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

This unit is primarily focused on the Culminating Performance Task which is really a culmination of the previous 10 units. I keep the students excited about the final mock crime scene all year. 
The Investigating a Homicide workbook is really awesome. I loved it the first time I reviewed it in a textbook review committee. If you can somehow convince the students that they should see the workbook as a journey or a first hand experience of the homicide investigator and not as some work to do – then they should enjoy it as much as I do. One mistake I made – make sure you give them deadlines as they go. I had mine turn theirs in all at once at the end and most waited to the last second to do all the work. It is right before spring break and an easy time to check out mentally. Pacing would help them enjoy it more. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Final Mock Crime Scene 
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
1.
Set up two crime scenes that are very similar. Use teacher restrooms, which are rarely used. Ask the teachers to help keep the crime scene. Alternatively, use the auditorium lobby restrooms.  gym restrooms, or anywhere else that is not used frequently. You need the bathroom for four to five days. 
2.
Assign the students, intentionally breaking up the lazy people, SpEd/ESOL and close friends, into groups of three. Review the CJ Group Evaluation form to make sure they know they are being evaluated by their peers. 

3.
Set the crime scene up. The only thing that stays in the scene is the dummy and all the signage. Use a SafeTMan since they are inflatable and store easily in a copier box. They are about $100 and cheaper than Rescue Randy (but Randy can also be used in CERT and other lessons).  Don’t worry about moulage. 

4.
Collect copier boxes so each group has a box. In each box, place the copies of all the material below. Also place all the things students will need like gloves, shoe covers, bags, etc. to restock the CSI toolbox before they go so they don’t run out. Place “crack,” which is made out of soap, in the box. Make a bong with a soda can. Place the shell casing in the box. Number the box with the number of the period followed by a sequential number so each group in each period has its own number (i.e. 3-9 would be the 9th group in 3rd period). This number becomes their group ID number and must be written on everything. Prepping the box in advance is great.
5.
Call the first group and walk them to the crime scene. Once there make sure they understand they are no longer at the school but rather the StopShop in Nowhere, Georgia. Hand them their information sheets from their box and have them read while you set up the scene. Leave them outside and go in and replenish the CSI toolbox. Then set up all the evidence. Be sure to place easy prints on the can and the bullet casing. Make sure everything is set. 

6.
Be sure to remind them to assign jobs to each person – just like the real world – both in the crime scene and once back in class. Under no circumstances should one person do half or more of the work. 

7.
Bring the group in and tell them to start. Remind them to do everything in exact order. Start their timer for 40 minutes. Then leave them. 

8.
Once back from the crime scene they can start paperwork, narratives (each person does their own – just like the real world), crime scene sketch (one per group) or processing evidence. 
Set up a space in the room for evidence processing. This makes a mess – so you might want to move this outside. 

9.
At the end of the period everything goes in the box and students should seal it with tape.  Masking tape with initials across the tape is OK if you need to save money. If they fail to seal up their box right they loose points!

10.
When they have finished, meet with each team. Have them complete the peer evaluations before meeting. Then bring them all in and open their box. Use the rubrics and grade them. Make sure their narratives ID who did what at the crime scene as well as who processed what. The narratives are graded individually and that plus their peer score will give team members differing scores. 
11.
The box review is the culminating experience for the entire forensics course. Ask them many questions about their theory for what happened – drug deal gone wrong and robbery often come up but have them dig deep. Suggest theories about the victim having an affair with the shooters wife, homosexual prostitution, gangs, and even that the security guard shot the victim. Also question the students about time of death. Ask them to speculate what other evidence might they have missed. Really have the kids explain and dig into the evidence. Finally, explain things they missed or did not know about. This is the last chance to teach them forensics. 

Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
•
CIF_11_Do Not Enter bilingual
•
CIF_11_General Instructions
•
CIF_11_Info Crime Scene
•
CIF_11_Complainant
•
CIF_11_Coroner
•
CIF_11_Crime Scene Log
•
CIF_11_Evidence Log
•
CIF_11_Final Mock Crime Scene Assessment
•
CIF_11_CJ Group Evaluation
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Web Resources:
•
www.asontv.com/electronics-and-gadgets/safe-t-man-set.html
• 
www.lynnpeavey.com
•
www.simulaids.com/1475.htm
•
www.cengage.com/highered/  enter ISBN search: 0942728777
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computer
•
Projector/TV 
•
SafeTMan or Rescue Randy
•
CSI toolbox full of everything they will need  
•
Consumables such as evidence bags, gloves, copier box, etc. 
•
Evidence items: drugs, shell casing, and paraphernalia 
•
Investigating a Homicide workbook (ISBN-10: 0942728777  ISBN-13: 9780942728774)
21st Century Technology Used: 
	
	Slide Show Software
	X
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	
	Website
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