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Teacher Notes
1.
Classical Theory

a.
Developed by Italian Criminologist Cesare Beccaria.
i.
 People are rational and responsible for their own actions.
ii.
 People have a free will to choose how they act.
iii. People commit crimes because they want to.
2.
Rational Choice Theory 

a.
Based in principle on the Classical Theory that people act as a result of their free will.

b.
The amount and location of crime is directly linked to three factors common in our society today.

i.
Availability of suitable targets.

ii.
 Absence of watchful guardians.

iii. Presence of motivated offenders.

c.
Opportunity for criminal action depends on the victims’ lifestyle and behavior.

3.
Positivist Theory

a.
Developed by Italian Criminologist Cesare Lombroso.
i.
Supports biological causes for criminal behavior.
ii.
People are not of free will.
1.
Actions are determined by biological and cultural factors.
iii.
People who don’t conform to society’s laws were biologically inferior.
iv.
How a person acts is a result of heredity.
1.
Sees criminals as “victims of society”
a.
Their own biological, sociological, cultural and physical environments.
4.
Biological Theories

a.
Believes criminals are physiologically different from non-criminals.

b.
Criminals are biologically inferior.

i.
Distinguished from non-criminals by physical or genetic characteristics.

ii.
Not the cause, but a recognizable stigma of the inferior status.

1.
Medieval law-if two persons fall under suspicion of crime, the uglier or more deformed is to be regarded as more probably guilty.
iii.
Criminals are BORN, not MADE.

c.
Biological functions and conditions related to criminal behavior include:

i.
Brain tumors

ii.
Disorders of limbic system

iii.
Endocrine abnormalities

iv.
Chromosomal abnormalities

v.
Neurological dysfunction

5.
Psychological Theories

a.
Intelligence and crime

i.
Popular philosophy in the early 1900’s 

1.
Crimes were committed by people with low intelligence.

ii.
Later studies indicated IQ as a major predictor of juvenile delinquency

iii.
Current analysis

1.
There isn’t conclusive evidence to show delinquents are less intelligent than non-delinquents

b.
Psychoanalytic theory

i.
Associated with Sigmund Freud

1.
He believed some people with unresolved, deep-seated problems were psychopaths

2.
Also called sociopaths, these people are characterized as having

a.
No sense of guilt

b.
No subjective conscience

c.
No sense of right and wrong

c.
Humanistic psychological theory

i.
One key person associated with this is Abraham Maslow

ii.
Assume humans are basically good even thought they are sometimes influenced by society to act badly.

iii.
Humans are motivated  by a hierarchy of basic needs

1.
Physiological 

a.
Food 

b.
Water 

2.
Safety

a.
Security

b.
Stability 

3.
Belongingness and love

a.
Friendship

b.
Love

c.
Acceptance

4.
Esteem

a.
Self-esteem

b.
Esteem from others

5.
Self-actualization

a.
Being true to one’s nature

b.
Become all we are capable of becoming

iv.
A person’s life is dominated by a particular need

1.
Remains that way until the need is met

2.
New need will emerge to dominate our life

v.
Crime may be a means to achieve the need

6.
Sociological Theories

a.
People live in social groups

i.
These groups and the social structure influence behavior

b.
Criminal behavior influenced by this social environment

i.
Family

ii.
Friends

iii.
Neighborhoods

c.
Poverty

i.
Overcrowded, unhealthy living conditions

ii.
Crime-ridden neighborhoods

iii.
Inadequate schools

iv.
Limited access to health care

v.
Single/teen parenthood

d.
Family

i.
Unwed/single parenthood are risks to the welfare of children

ii.
Training ground for violent behavior

iii.
“Cycle of violence”

iv.
Abuse or neglect as a child increased likelihood of arrest

e.
Drug/Alcohol Abuse

i.
Can physically alter individuals

ii.
Lower inhibitions and increase confidence

1.
Lead to commit crimes

iii.
The need to support a “dependence” can lead a person to commit crime.

f.
Unemployment

7.
Strain theory
a.
In the United States, society’s goal of achieving wealth is possible for everyone

b.
We all have the means of earning substantial wealth through

i.
Hard work

ii.
Education

iii.
Deferred gratification

c.
Social  structures within society limit the means for many
d.
Creates the “strain”
i.
What society expects of people compared to what people can actually achieve
ii.
If the social structure is not equal, people are prevented from being able to live the “American Dream”
1.
Some will turn to crime to reach their goal

a.
Status

b.
Money

2.
Some will turn to deviant subcultures 

a.
Gangs

b.
Homeless

c.
Alcohol/drug abuse

8.
Control Theory

a.
A theory of why people DO NOT commit crime
b.
Four main characteristics

i.
Attachment to others

ii.
Belief in moral validity of rules

iii.
Commitment to achievement

iv.
Involvement in conventional activities

c.
The more of these characteristics a person has, the less likely they are to be involved in criminal activity.

9.
Labeling Theory

a.
Emphasizes that the criminalization process is the cause of some crime.

b.
People are designated as bad by the state, and thus by the legal system.

i.
Once labeled as “bad” people will be rejected by society.

1.
It will become difficult find a job

2.
Certain rights may be lost

ii.
It may become necessary to commit additional crime as a result.

10.
Conflict Theory

a.
Assumption is that society is based on conflict between competing interest groups

i.
Rich vs. Poor

ii.
Adults vs. Children

iii.
Whites vs. Minorities.

b.
One group will be more dominant while another will be more subordinate.

c.
Some believe that laws and the criminal justice system are used by the dominant groups to control the subordinate groups.

d.
Crime is caused as a result of the inability to dominate other groups.

11.
Radical Theory

a.
Capitalism in an economic system makes people “compete” against each other in the pursuit for material wealth

b.
Class struggle

i.
Competition between

1.
Wealthy people

2.
Among poor people

3.
Between the rich and poor

ii.
Practice of taking advantage of other people causes crime

c.
Senseless violent crime

i.
Often poor against poor

ii.
Product of the living conditions

12.
Social learning
a.
Imitation
i.
Learn  by observing others engaged in criminal activity
b.
Differential association
i.
People become criminals because of 
1.
Contact with criminal patterns 
2.
 Isolation from non-criminal patterns
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