Motives for Committing a Crime




Teacher Notes
1.
Motive is:
a.
The reason a person committed a crime
b.
Not an element of any crime
c.
Generally allowed to proven in court
i.
Makes the reason(s) for committing a crime more believable

d.
Explains why someone accused of a crime did commit the crime

2.
Revenge

a.
Retaliation for prior incidents

i.
Gang related crime

3.
Monetary gain

a.
Greed

b.
Lifestyle demands

4.
Jealousy

a.
Resentment
i.
Another person who has more success
b.
Mental uneasiness
i.
From suspicion or fear
ii.
Rivalry
iii.Unfaithfulness
iv.Etc.
5.
Fear

a.
Distressing emotion aroused by impending danger, evil, pain, etc., 
b.
Whether the threat is real or imagined
c.
The feeling or condition of being afraid.
d.
Concern or anxiety
6.
Attention
a.
Status among peers
b.
Notoriety or media attention
7.
Habits
a.
Customary practice
b.
Addiction
c.
Acquired behavior pattern regularly followed until it has  become almost involuntary
8.
Rituals
a.
A system or collection of religious or other rites. 
b.
Any practice or pattern of behavior regularly performed in a set manner
9.
Hate
a.
Many hate crimes are based on the perception that the targeted group is “protected” because of their status
i.
Race
ii.
Ethnicity
iii.Gender
iv.National origin
v.
Sexual preference
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