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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Criminal Investigations and Forensics
UNIT 12: 

Criminological Theory
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Annotation: 
Students will understand the more common explanations for why people commit crimes.  Students will gain an understanding of how psychological profiling is used in criminal investigations.  Students will understand how modus operandi is established in criminal investigation.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
Fifteen fifty minute classes
Author: 
Richard Parham
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-CIF-12
Students will examine various approaches to explain crime.

a) 
Describe the various theories/approaches to explain crime.


b) 
Recognize the relationship between psychological profiling to modus operandi.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12LSV1 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal 



interactions.

ELA10RC2 
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA10RC3 
The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.

SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SB2 

Students will analyze how biological traits are passed on to successive generations.
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Enduring Understandings: 
· Psychological profiling is a vital tool in criminal investigations.
· The decision to commit a crime can be based on a multitude of variables.
· There are numerous theories about why people commit crimes.
Essential Questions: 
· How do we determine if similar crimes were committed by the same person?
· Why do people commit crimes?
· How do we profile behavior?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will: 

· Gain an understanding of how psychological profiling is used in criminal investigations.
· Understand how people decide to commit a crime (or crimes).
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to show:
· The similarities of different crimes based on the specific modus operandi. 
· How a criminal profile identified suspected serial offenders.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
 X  Partner and small group discussions

X_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
· Unit Terminology
· Unit Word Wall

· Theory of Crime Causation Chart

· Causes of Crime Matching Notes

· Maslow’s Hierarchy Chart

· Modus Operandi Handout

· Modus Operandi Comparison Chart

· Criminal Profiling Guided Notes

· Criminal Profiling PowerPoint
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•
LESSON 1:  CAUSES OF CRIME

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

PS-CIF-12
Students will examine various approaches to explain crime.

a) 
Describe the various theories/approaches to explain crime.


b) 
Recognize the relationship between psychological profiling to modus operandi.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· Why do people commit crimes?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Attention
	Behavior
	Biological Causes

	Classical Theory
	Control
	Cultural Causes

	Deductive Profiling
	Fear
	Habits

	Inductive Profiling
	Modus Operandi
	Motive

	Physical environment
	Positivist Theory
	Ritual

	Routine Activity Theory
	Social learning
	Sociological cause

	Strain
	Theory
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Post the question: “What is a theory?” on your board (Smartboard or any manner you can).  Have the definition covered while you ask for students to volunteer their opinion on the definition of theory.  After taking a few responses, uncover the definition and have the students write the definition in their notes.  Now post the definition of “Crime Theory” on the board and have your students write it in their notes.


What is a theory?



An assumption, or set of assumptions, that attempts to explain why or how things are 


related to each other.

Crime Theory



Attempts to explain why or how a certain thing or certain things are related to criminal 


behavior
5. Assigned Reading Notes for chapters in the textbook relevant to Criminological Theories.  Have students complete the Theory of Crime Causation Chart as they read the text.
**You can also give create a matching assignment for this reading.  Scramble the theories, people and explanations and have your students “match-up” the information as they read.

6. Handout a copy of Maslow’s Hierarchy Chart.  Have your students use relevant text and their notes to find examples of each human need Maslow refers to in his theory.  They are to write these on the chart and tell how each of these needs is provided for them in their own life.  (Who provides it, how is it provided, when is it provided, etc.)
7. Type each of the various motives for committing crime on a separate piece of paper.  (Make the font large enough to be seen throughout the room.) Post the papers on you wall at various places in your room and have your students copy them on a piece of paper. Have your students write their opinion of what the word means and take volunteers to tell the class what they think a different word means.  Continue this until you have discussed all the words.  For homework, have the students find the actual definition of each word and write I below their definition so they can compare their opinion with what is commonly accepted as the “real meaning” of the word.



•
For a modified assignment, you can give students the words and definitions and have them 



either; 




•
Use the definition as a guide to write it in their own words.




•
Use the definition as a guide to write a sentence using the word.

8. Divide you class into groups and instruct each group to find a news article about several crimes so they have an article for each of the various motives posted in the classroom.   Have the group create a poster where they show the type of crime, key facts about the case, and the motive for the crime. This will be done on one poster to show a comparison of various crimes.

•
LESSON 2:  MODUS OPERANDI

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How do we determine if similar crimes were committed by the same person?
2.
Have your students make a list of things they do every day, or very frequently.  (Examples may be: brush their teeth, take a shower, drive to school, etc.)  Have them choose one or two of these and write a detailed, step-by-step account of what they do and how they do it.  When they are finished, call on one or two students to volunteer telling the class about one of their choices.  When they are done, have everyone look at their own activities.  Explain that when someone does something the same way every time, it’s the same as their Method of Operation (Modus Operandi).  

3. 
Post the Definition of Modus Operandi on your board (Smartboard, on a poster, or any way you can post it for all the students to see.  There is a handout with this unit that has the definition and information you can copy and use as a handout, or modify as needed for your class.  Explain what Modus Operandi is and how it is used in a criminal investigation.

4.
Have each student make a list of ten reasons people commit crime.  Move your class into groups of four or five students and have each group make a list of the ten most common reasons in the group.  Each group will write their ten reasons on a poster board and tape the posters on the wall for everyone to see. Facilitate class discussion to compare and contrast the ideas of the each group.
5. Have students bring in two or three news articles about a specific crime (robbery, burglary, murder, smash and grab crimes, etc.)  Divide the class into groups and have the students compare the facts of all the crimes to show how the Modus Operandi is similar or different with each crime.  The group is to create a chart on poster board to illustrate their findings. They should include the following information on their chart; (location of the crime, facts of the case, modus operandi).  See attached chart for an illustration.
•
LESSON 3:  PROFILING

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
How do we profile behavior?

2.
Show an episode of Criminal Minds.  Have your students make notes on how the agents analyze the behavioral characteristics of the “un-sub.”  They should pay attention to how the agents discuss the crime scene(s) and how the evidence indicates a specific personality trait.

When the show is over, have your students work in groups to make a “master list” of statements the agents made as well as character traits they mentioned.  Then as a class create a list of the “Top Ten” important things.  Post this on the wall as a reference for this unit.

3. Distribute the Criminal Profiling Student Notes and lecture using the Criminal Profiling Teacher Notes and PowerPoint. 

4. Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet. Have your students find information about the psychological profile of an infamous criminal (Ted Bundy, the Green River Killer are examples.)  Using the psychological profile, the students are to document the information about the killer related to the Four Phases of Offender Profiling.  The information is to be put on a poster board and then on the wall as a visual as you facilitate class discussion about offender profiling.
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

· Unit Terminology

· Unit Word Wall

· Theory of Crime Causation Chart

· Causes of Crime Matching Notes

· Maslow’s Hierarchy Chart

· Modus Operandi Handout

· Modus Operandi Comparison Chart

· Criminal Profiling Guided Notes

· Criminal Profiling PowerPoint

· Causes of Crime Teacher Notes

· Motives for Committing a Crime Teacher Notes
· Criminal Profiling Teacher Notes

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

The standards for this unit and Unit 13 (Serial Criminals) are very similar.  Both focus on profiling and the behaviors of criminals.  It will be very easy to start with this unit and transition into unit 13 because of these similarities.  This may also help avoid duplicating assignments or information.
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Student Generated Review Activities
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet. 
Have your students find an article about Psychological Profiling, Offender Profiling, or Modus Operandi. 

Allow them two (2) days to read the article and create a learning activity. (They can make a puzzle, word game, or similar device for the class to complete).  When you have collected all the activities, choose one, two or possibly three to hand out as class activities to finish up this unit.  

This allows the students to indirectly give feedback as to what they felt are the important aspects of the unit. Although you will not use all the activities, I try to choose different types of activities, so the students don’t get bored with the same work.  


Note: 
Depending on your students, you can group some students together to complete this 

assignment.  You may also want to consider finding a few articles and highlighting key information.  
Students who may have difficulty finding the information can use these articles as a guide.
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21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	X
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	
	Website
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