Serial Offenders

Common crimes of serial offenders

1. Serial Murderer

2. Serial Rapist

3. Serial Arsonist

a. Motives 

i. Excitement

a. Most common motive for this type of arsonists is thrill-seeking

b. Want the recognition 

i. Hero image

ii. Volunteer or wannabe firefighter 

iii. Will set and “discover” the fire

c. Common targets

i. Dumpsters

ii. Apartments 

ii. Vandalism

a. Malicious or mischievous fire setting

b. Most often set by juveniles

i. No apparent reason, except fun

c. Common targets

i. Schools

ii. Abandoned structures

iii. Flammable vegetation 

iii. Revenge

a. Retaliation for real or perceived injustice

i. May have occurred months or years  prior

b. Most common motive for serial arsonists

iv. Crime concealment

a. Arson is secondary crime

b. Set for the purpose of covering up the primary crime

i. Murder

ii. Burglary

iii. Auto theft

iv. Destruction or theft of records

c. Goal is to eliminate evidence left at the crime scene

v. Profit

a. Directly from monetary gain 

i. Paid to do it

b. Indirectly by eliminating debt

c. Goal is to create the most possible damage in shortest time

d. Examples:

i. Insurance fraud

ii. Dissolving a business

iii. Destroy inventory

iv. Eliminate  competition

vi. Extremist/Terrorist

a. Further their own or a groups social, political, or  religious cause

b. Often claim responsibility and use media attention to draw attention to their cause

c. Examples:

i. Government buildings

ii. Abortion clinics

iii. Animal laboratories

vii. No discernable motive

a. Role of mental illness in arson cases

i. May or may not have a role in the crime.

viii. Pyromania

1. An established psychiatric diagnosis

a. Is in the classification of impulse control disorders, such as

i. kleptomania (stealing)

ii. intermittent explosive disorder (violent and destructive outburst)

iii. pathological gambling

b. characterized by a failure to resist impulses 

2. True pyromania is quite rare

