Organized Crime

Terminology

1. Absolute immunity

a. A guarantee that, as long as a witness complies with the court and testifies, the testimony cannot be used against him or her in any criminal action.

2. Bribe

a. The payment of cash, goods or services to someone in exchange for some special service, product or behavior.

3. Conspiracy

a. A crime in which two or more parties are in concert in a criminal purpose.

4. Counterfeiting

a. To make a copy of, usually with the intent to defraud; forge: counterfeits money.

5. Criminal enterprise

a. A group of individuals with an identified hierarchy, or comparable structure, engaged in significant criminal activity.
6. Embezzlement

a. The misappropriation or misapplication of money or property entrusted to one’s care, custody, or control.

7. Enterprise theory of investigation

a. An approach to criminal investigation that targets entire crime organizations instead of individual criminals within them.

8. Exploitation

a. Utilization of another person or group for selfish purposes:

b. Persistent social relationship in which certain persons are being mistreated or unfairly used for the benefit of others

9. Extortion 

a. The obtaining of money or property from another by wrongful use of actual or threatened force, violence, or fear, or under color of official right.

10. Forfeiture

a. The loss of money and/or property to the state as a criminal sanction.

11. Fraud

a. Misrepresentation, trickery, or deception with criminal intent to deprive someone of his or her property.

12. Informer

a. A member of an organized crime group who provides information and testimony for law enforcement investigations and prosecutions.

13. Injunction

a. A court order prohibiting a party from a specific course of action; or ordering a party to perform some action.

14. Money laundering

a. The investing of illegally obtained money into business and real estate that are operated and maintained within the law.

15. Obstruction

a. the act of blocking or impeding some performance

b. the crime of offering interference of any sort to the work of police, investigators, regulatory agencies, prosecutors, or other (usually government) officials.

16. Organized Crime

a. A highly structured, disciplined, self-perpetuating association of people, usually bound by ethnic ties, who conspire to commit crimes for profit and use of fear and corruption to protect their activities from criminal prosecution.

b. a continuing, profit-motivated, criminal enterprise that employs the use of fear, violence, intimidation, and public corruption to achieve organizational goals and remain immune from law enforcement
17. Predicate crime

a. A crime that is a basis of a violation of the RICO statute.

18. Recalcitrant witness

a. A witness who refuses to testify in a criminal proceeding, even after being offered immunity.

19. Significant racketeering activity

a. The FBI defines significant racketeering activities as those predicate criminal acts that are chargeable under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations statute.
20. Smuggling

a. the clandestine transportation of goods or persons past a point where prohibited
b. same as trafficking

21. Trafficking (goods, drugs, humans)

a. the clandestine transportation of goods or persons past a point where prohibited
b. same as smuggling

22. Undercover operation

a. An investigative police operation designed to secretly uncover evidence against organized crime groups.

